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PREFACE 


HE deſire of happineſs is ſo 
coeſſential with our nature, ſo 
interwoven and incorporate 
with it ; that nothing but 
the diſſolution of the whole frame can 
extinguiſh it. This runs thro the 

whole race of mankind, and amid[/t 

the infinit variety of other inclina- 
tions , preſerves its ſelf entire. The 

moYt various contradifory tempers 49 


Y et 


The Preface. . 
yet conſpire in this, and men of the 
moſt unequal fortunes , are yet equal 
 intheir wiſhes of being happy. 

But this concurrence as to the end, 
is not more univerſal then the diſa- 
greement about the way. Every man 
would have happineſs , but wherein 
that conſifis , or how it is t6 be at- 
tain'd has bin very diverſly opin'd, 
Indeed the ultimate ſupreme. happi- 
neſs as it is originally inherent in 
God, fo it is wrapt up in thoſe clouds 
and darkneſs, which , as the Pſalmifſt 
faies, areround about him Pſal. 18, 
11, And we can ſee nothing of it, but 
in thoſe gleams and raies he is 
pleas'd to dart out upon us * ſo that 
all our eſtimates as to our final feli- 
city, muſt be meſur'd by thoſe revela- 
tions he has made of it, 

But 
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But one would think. our temporal 
happineſs were as much a myſlery as 
our eternal , to ſee what variety of 
blind purſuits are made after it. Ont 
man tbinks tis ſeated on the top pin- 
nacle of honor, aud climbs till per- 
haps he falls head-long. Another 
thinks it a mineral, that muſt be 
dis'd out of the earth,and toils tolade 
himſelf with thick clay, Hab. 2. 6. 
and at laſt finds a grave, where he 
ſought his treſure. A third ſuppoſes 
it confifls in the variety of pleſures , 
and wearies himſelf in that purſuit , 
which only cloies., and diſappoints, 
Tet every one of theſe can read you 
lefures of the groſs miſtake and folly 
of the other , whilſt himſelf is equal- 
ly deluded. | 

Thus do men chaſe an imaginary 
good, 


The Preface 
goed , till they meet with real evils; 
berein expoſing themfelves to the ſame 
cheat Laban put wpon Jacob, they. 
ſerve for Rachel, arid are rewarded 
with Leah', court fancied beauty, and 
marry loath'd deformity. Such deluſyve 
felicities as theſe are the largeſſes of 
the Prince of the Air , who once at- 
temted to have enveigled even Chriſt 
himſelf, Mat. 4+ 

But Gods propoſals are more fan- 
cere : he knows how ſandy , how ſalſe 
a foundation all theſe external things 
muſt make , and therefore warns us not 
to build ſo much as our preſent ſatisfa- 
ion upon them , but fſhews us a more 
certain , a more compendious way to 
acquire what we oafſp after , by tel- 
ling us that as Godlineſs in reſpedt 


of the next, ſo contentment for this 
world 


-_ 
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worlds great gain, 1 Tim, 6. 6, It 
#5 indeed the unum neceſſarium , zhe 
one point in which all the lines of 
worldly happineſs are concentred, and 
to complete its excellence , tis to be had 
at home : nay indeed only there, We 
need not ramble in wild purſuits after 
it , we may form it within our own 
breasFs : no man wants materials for 
it , that knows but how to put them 
together. 

And the direfling to that kill 
is the only deſign of the enſuing Trafl , 
which coming upon ſo kind an er- 
rand , may at leaiF hope for an unpre- 
Judic'd reception. Contentment is a 
thing we all profeſs to aſtire to, and 
therefore it cannot be thought an un- 
| Friendly office ro endeavor to condutt 


men to it, Howfar the enſuing con- 
fade- 
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fderations may tend to that end, I 
mus? leave to the judgment , ' and ex- 
perience of the Reader , only deſiring 
him that he will weigh them with 
that ſeriouſneſs which befits\ a thing 
wherein both his happineſs and duty 


are concern'd; for in this (as in ma- 


ny other .inflances) God has ſo twiſt- 
ed them together , that we cannot be 
Hy muſerable, The preſent in- 
feligities ' our murmurs and impa- 
tiencies, have an appendant guilt , 
which wilt a more irre- 
wverſuble State 0 Di tion bor here- 
after 
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CONTENTMENT:. 


SaCyT' 1 


Of the neceſſary Connexion be- 
tween Happineſs and C 04 


Fentment. 


O D whois eſſentially hap- 
py in himſelf, can receive 
no acceſlion to his felicity 
by the poor contributions 
of men. Hecannot there- 


fore w ſuppos 'd to have made them up* 
on intuition of tacreaſing , but commu« 
nicating his happineſs. Aud this husori« 

A ginal 
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ginal deſign is very viſible in all the parts 
of his Economy towards them, When 
lapſed man had counterplotted againſt 
himſelf, defeated the purpoſe of the Di- 
vine goodneſs, and plunged his whole na- 
ture into the oppoſite ſtate of endleſs mi- 
ſery ; he yet re1nforc'd his firſt defign,and 
by an expedient as full of wonder as mer- 
cy, the death of his Son, recovers him to 
his former capacity of bliſs. And that it 
might notonly be a bare capacity, he has 
added all other methods proper to work 
upon a rational creature. He has ſhew- 
ed him his danger, ſet before him in 
perſpeCtive that eternal Tophet, which 
he is advis'd to ſhun. On the other fide he 
has no leſs lively deſcrib'd the heavenly 
Jeruſulem, the celeſtial Country to which 
he is to aſpire : nay farther has levell*d 
his road toit, leads him not as hedid the 
Iſraclites thro the wilderneſs , thro intri- 
Cate mazes to puzle his underſtanding g 
thro a land of drought whegein were fiery 
derpents and Scorpions , Deut. 8. 15. to 
diſcourage and aftr1ght him , but has in 
the Goſpel chalkt out a plain, aſafe, nay 
a pleſant path ; as much ſuperior both in 
the eaſe of the way, and in the end to 


which it leads,as heaven is to Canaan. 
2. BY 
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2. By doing this, hehas not only ſe- 
Cured our grand and ultimate happineſs, 
but rank for our intermedial alſo, 
Thoſe Chriſtian duties which are tocarry 
us to heaven, are our refreſhment, our 
viaticum in our journyy his yoke is not 
to gall and fret us,but an engine by which 
we may with caſe (and almoſt inſenfibly) 
draw all the clogs and incumbrances of 
human life. For whether we take Chri- 
ſtianity in its whole complex, or in its 
ſeveral and diſtin branches, tis certain- 
ly the moſt excellent, the moſt com. 
peudious art of happy living: its very 
tasks are rewards, and its precepts are 
nothing but a divine fort of Alchymy, to 
ſublime at once our nature and our ple. 


1ures. 


3. Tr1s may be evidenc'd in eve 
particular of the Evangelical Law : but 
having formerly made ſome attemt to- 
wards it in another * trad, Iſhall , __ 

y of 
not here reaſſume the whole ſub- cvnijtian Fie- 


je&. I ſhall only ſingle out one + 


rticular precept, wherein happineſs is 
oe (as the por he only implied, and 
muſt be catcht at the rebound by conſe- 
quenceandeyent; butis literally expreſt, 
and is the very matter of the duty ; I 
A 2 mean 
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mean the precept of acquieſcence and 
Contentment; Happineſs and this true ge- 
nuine Contentment, being terms ſo con» 
vertible, that to bid us be content, is but 
another phraſe for bidding us be happy. 

4. T 2 mPoRaTL cnjoiments, ſuch as 
are pleſure , wealth, honor , and the reſt, 
tho they make ſpecious pretences to be 
the meſure of human happineſs, are all of 
them juſtly diſcarded by the Philoſopher 
in his Ethics, upon this one conſideration, 
that coming | wn abroad they may be 
wich-held or taken from vs: and our tenure 
being precarious, we even for that reaſon 
are unhappy in our moſt deſirable poſſel- 
fions, becauſe we ſtill are liable to be ſo. 
And therefore he concludes , that felicity 
muſk be placed in the mind and ſoul;which 
{ſtands without the reach of fortune ; and 
in the praQtice of yertue , which 1n 1ts 
own nature, and not in its contingent uſe 
is truly good, and rhercfore certainly ren- 
ders the poſſeſſors ſuch, 

5. Bur this practice being diffuſed 
thro the whole extent of Moral duty, E- 
piffetus thought he had deſerved well of 
human nature, when hedrew it up in two 
ſhort words , to ſu#ain and abſtain: thax 
is to bear with conſtancy adverſe ven 

an 
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nd and with moderation enjoy thoſe that are 
pe. proſperous. Which complexure of Phi- 
"_ lofophy is yet more fully, as well as more 
,ut compendioully expreſt in the fingle no- 
; tion of Contentment : which involves the 
Te patient bearing of all miſadventures, and 
i, generous Contemt of ſenſual illecives. 
be This ſtate of mind the Greeks expreſs by 
of calling it aumzpx{z, or ſelt-ſufficiency , 
her which, we know properly ſpeaking, is one 
In, of the incommunicable attributes of the 
be divine nature, and the Stoics exprelly 
are pretend, that by it mortal men are enabled 
on ro rival their Gods; in S&neca's Phraſe, 
el- to make a controverſy with Jupiter him- 


{o. ſelf. But abating the infolent blaſphemy 
ity of an independent felicity , Chriſtianity 


ch acknowledges a material truth in the aſ- 
nd ſertion : and S, Pay] declares of himſelf, 
its that having learnt how to want aud how to 
uſe abound , and tn whatever ſtate he happens to 
2n- be in, therewith to be content : he #4 able to 


do all things thro Chriſt that firengthens 
ed him , Phil. 4. 11, 12,13, and having no- 
E- thing topoſſeſs all things,2 Cor. 6. 10. 


of 6. WanicH great event comes about, 
VO not only becauſea]l good things are emi- 
Lag nently 'in'the divine nature, and he who 


5, by Vertue and Religion poſſeſſes Him, 
+0 thereby 


— 
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thereby in a full equivalence has every 
thing ; butalſo upon human meſures,and 
principles of Philoſophy : the w——_ 
dious addreſs to wealth , as Plato rightly 
obſerv'd,being not to encreaſe roſſelions, 
bur leſſen defires. And if ſo,twill follow 
that the contented man mult be abundant- 
ly provided for, being fo entirely ſarisfied 
with what he has, as to have nodefiresat 
all. Indeed tistruly ſaid of covetous men, 
and is equally verified of all who haveany 
deſire to gratify , that they want no leſs 
what they have,then what they have not: 
but the reverſe of that Paradox is really 
made good by Contentment, which beſtows 
on men the enjoimeut of whatever they 
have, and ally whatever they have not ; 
and by teaching tv want nothing , abun- 
dantly ſecures not to want happineſs, 

7. ON the other fide this one grace 
being abſentzit is not in the power of any 
ſucceſs or affluence to make life a tole- 
rable thing. Letallthe materials of earth- 
ly happineſs be amaſt together and flung 
upon one man, they will without con- 
tentment be but like the fatal prize of 
Tarpeia's treaſon, who was preſt to death 
with th2 weight of her booty, He that 
has the elements of telicity, and yet can» 

not 


Joy 
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not form them into a ſatisfation,is more 
deſperately miſerable then he that wants 
them: for he who wants them has yet 
ſomthing to hope for,and thinks if he had 
them he might be happy z but he who in- 
ſrgnificantly poſſeſſes them , has no re- 
ſerve, has not lo much as the Flattery of 
an expeQationz for he has nothing left to 
defire, and yet can beas little ſaid to en- 


$8. He therefore that would haye the 
extraczthequinteſſence of happineſs, muſt 
ſeek it in Content. All outward acceflions 
are but thedroſs & earthy part: this alone 
is the ſpirit, which when tis once ſeparated, 
depen not upon the fate of the other , 
bur preſerves its vigor when that is de. 
{troi'd.St. Paul whom I before mention'd, 
isa ready inſtance of it , who profeſſes to 
be content in what ever /late;Contentment 
being not ſo inſeparately link'd to eternal 
things , but that they may ſubfiſt apart. 
That thoſe are often without it we are 
too ſure, and that it may be without them 
is as Certainly true ; tho by our own de- 
fault we have not ſo many examples of 
it. A heart that rightly computes the 
difference between temporals aud eter- 
nals, may reſolye with the Prophet, - 
ig 
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tho the fig-tree ſha? not bloſſom, neit her ſhall 
fruit be in the wines , the labor of the oltve 
ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat 5 
the flocks ſhal! be cut from the fold,and there 
ſhall be no herds in the ſtall ; yet I will rejoice 
in the Lord, Twill joy in the God of my Sal- 
vation,Hab. 3. 17, 18. He that has God 
need not much deplore the want of any 
thing elle : nor can he that conſiders the 
plenty and glory of his future ſtate, be 
much dejefted with the want or abjeQ- 
neſs of his preſent. 

9. YzT fo indulgent is God to our 
infirmities , that knowing how unapt our 
impatient natures are to waik only by 
faith, and not at all by ſrght,2Cor. 5.7. he 
is pleas'd to give us fair antepaſts of ſa- 
tizfa&tion here, diſpznſes his temporal 
bleflings tho not equally , yet ſounivers 
fally, that he that has leaſt, has enough to 
oblige not only hisacquietcence, bur his 
thankfulneſs. Tho every man has not all 
he wiſhes, yet he has that which is more 
valuable then thar he complains to want ; 
nay which he himiclt could worle ſparc 
' were it put to his option. 

10. Anp now from ſuch a diſpoſure of 
things who wouldnot expect that man- 
kind ſhould be the cheartulleſt part of the 


Creation © 
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creation : that the ſun ſhould not more 
refoice to run his courſe, 19. 5. then 
man ſhould to finiſh his : that a journy 
which has ſo bleſfed an end* and 1tuch 
oor accommodation by the way , ſhould 
paſt with all imaginable alacrity , and 
that we ſhould live here pra&ticers and 
learners of the ſtate of unmix'd 1nter- 
minable joies to which we aſpire. Bur - 
alas, if we look upon the univerſality of 
men, we ſhall fiadit nothing ſo; but 
while all other creatures gladſomly fol- 
low the order of their creation, take ple- 
ſure in thoſe things God has aſſign'd for 
them , we with a ſullen perverſneſs quar- 
rel at what we ſhould enjoy, and ineve- 
ry thing make it our buſineſs, uot to fir 
it for our uſe, but to find out ſome con- 
celed quality which may render it unfir, 
Welook infidiouſly upon our bleflings, 
like men that deſignd only to picka quar- 
rel, and ftart a pretence for mutining, 
From hence it is that man, who was de- 
ſign'd the Lord of the world , to whoſe 
ſatisfattion all inferior beings were to 
contribute, is now the unhappieſt of the 
Creatures: nay as if the whole order of 
the univerſe were inyerted, he becomes 
{lave to his own yaſſals , courts all theſe 
B little 
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little ſublunary things with ſuch paſhon, 
that if they prove oy and fly his embra- 
ces, he is madanddeſperate ; if they fling 
themſelves into bis Arms, he is then glut- 
ted and ſatiated;likeAmnon he bates more 
then he loved, 2 Sam. 13.15. andis ſicker 
of his poſſeflion,then he was of his deſire. 
10. AND thus will itever be tillwe 
can keep our defires more at home, and 
not ſuffer them to ramble after things 
without reach, That honeſt Roman, 
whofrom his wp ps en ws up- 
on his little ſpot of ground received ſuch 
an increaſe as brought him under ſuſpi- 
cion of witchcraftz 'is a good example 
for us. God has placed none of usin ſo 
barren a ſoil , in fo forlorn a ftate, bur 
there is ſomthing in it which may afford 


— 


us comfort ; let us husband that to the ut. | 


moſt, andtis ſcarce imaginable what im- 
provement,even he that appearsthe moſt 
miſerable may make of his condition. 
But if ina ſullen humor we will not cul. 
tivate our own field, becauſe we have 
perhaps more mind to our neighbors, we 
may thank our ſelves if we ſtarve, The 
deſpiſing of what God has already given 
us, is ſure but cold invitation to farther 


bounty, Men are indeed forced fomtimes 
to 


— a. £5 a i A AA. a es a. 


W a”a 


FF WS SS a 


— WW WP 


SEcT. I. {ts Connexion with Happineſs. 11 


to reward the mutinous : but God is not 
tobe ſoattaqued,nor is it that ſort of vio- 
lence which can ever force heaven, The 
Heathen could ſay that Jupiter ſent his. 
plagues among the poorer ſort of men, 
becaule they were alwaies repining: and 
indeed there is ſo much of truth in the 
obſervation, that our impatience and di(- 
content at our preſent condition , is the 
greateſt proyocation to God to make it 
worle, 

I1. 1 r muſt therefore be reſol v'd to be 
very contrary to our intereſt , and furely 
tis no lefs to our duty.Itis ſo if we do but 
own our ſelves men , for in that is impli'd 
a ſubordination and ſubmiſſion to that 
Power which made us fo; and todiſpute 
his managery of the world,to make other 
diſtributions of it then he has don, isto 
renounce our ſubje&ion, and ſetup for 
dominion. But this is yet more intole- 
rable as we are Chriſtians , it being a ſpe- 
cial part of the Evangelical diſcipling, 
cherefully toconform to anycondition: to 
know how tobe abaſed , and how to abound , 
to be full end to be hungry, Phil. 4. 12. t0be 
careful for not hing ver.6.Nay lolittle do's 
Chriſt give countenance to our peeviſh 
diſcontents , our wanton out-cries when 

B 2 we 
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weare not hurt, that he requires more 
then a contentment, an; exultancy and 
tranſport of joy under the heavieſt preſ- 
ſures, under reproches and perſecutions, 
Rejoice ye in that day and leap forgoy, Lu.6. 
23. And ſure nothing can be more con- 
trary to this, then to be alwaies whining 
and complaining,crying in the Prophers ' 
phraſe , my leanneſs my leanneſs, wo is me, 
fa. 24. 16. when perhaps Mofes's ſimile 
do's better fit our ſeare, eſurun waxed fat 
and kicked, Deut, 32.15. ' 

12. AND as this querulons humor is 
againſt our intereſt and duty , ſo is it vi- 
ſibly againſt oureaſe, Tis a ſickneſs of 
the mind, a perpetual gnawing and cra- 
ning of the appetite without any poflibi. 
lity of fatisfa&ion:and indeed is the ſame 
1a the heart which the Caninus appetitus 
15 in the ſtomach, to which we may aptly 
enough apyly that deſcription we find in 
the Prophet , he ſhall ſnatch on the right 
hg:d and be hungry , and he ſhall eat on the 
leſt and not be ſatis fied, Eſay. 9. 20. Where 
this ſharp, this fretting humor abounds , 
nothing converts into nuriſhment : every. 
new acceſſion do's but excite ſome new 
deſire:and as tis obſery'd of a trencher-fed 
dog,th the tags not one bit for the gree- 


dy 
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dy expectation of the next; ſo a diſcon- 

| tented mind is ſo intentupon his purſuits, 

that he has no reliſh of his acqueſts. So 

that what the Prophet ſpeaksof the Co- 

vetous, is equally appliable to all other 

ſorts of Male-contents : he enlarges his 

deſire as hell, and is as death , and cannot 

| Z#e ſatisfied, Hab. 2. 5. And ſure if the 

| defire arcomplished be, as Solomon faies , 

ſweet to the ſoul, Prov. 13. 19. it muſt 

be exceedingly bitter , to be thus con- 

demned to endleſs unaccompliſhable de. 

fires; and yet this is the torture which e- 

very repining uncontented fpirit provi- 
des for its felt. 

13. WnraT amadneſsis it then for 
men to beio deſperatly bent againſt their 
intereſt and duty, as torenounce even 
their eaſe roo for company One would 
think this age were ſenſual enough to be 
at defiance with the leaſt ſhadow of unea- 
ſincſs. Irislo I am ſure where it ought 
not, every thing is laborious when tis in 
compliance with their duty:a few minutes 
ſpenc in praier, 0h what a wearineſs ts it! 
Mal. 2. 13. If they chance but to mils a 
mea],they are ready to cry out, their knees 
are weak thro faſting. Pſa, 109. 23. yet 
they can without regret, or any felt. com- 
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Paſſion, macerate and cruciate themſelves 
with anxious cares and vexations, and 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Tim. 6. 10. pierce 
themſelves thro with many ſorrows, That 
Pry therefore which was very raſhly 
made by St. Petey to our Saviour, Maſter 
Pity thy ſelf, Mat,16. 22, which we render 
be it far from thee , would here be an ad- 
viſed motion to the generality of may- 
kind, who are commonly made unhap-» 
py not by any thing without them, but 
by thoſe reſtleſs unpatiencies that are - 
within them, 

14. Ir may therefore be a ſeaſonable 
ofhice to endevor the appeaſing theſe 
ftorms , by recalling them to thoſe ſober 
rational conſiderations, which may ſhaw 
as well the folly , as uneafinels of this re- 
pining unſatisflable humor, Tis certain 
that in true reaſoning , we can find no- 
thing whereonto found it, but a great 
deal to enforce the contray, Indeed tis 
ſo much againſt the diate of reaſona- 
ble nature to affe& damage, fin, and 
torment, that were there nothing elſe to 
be ſaid but what I have already menti- 
on'd, it might competently diſcover the 
great unreaſonableneſs of this ſin, 

15, Bur we need not confine our ap- 

peal | 
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peal toreaſon, as it is only a judg of y. 
tility and advantage, butenlarge it toa. 
nother notion, as it is judg of equity and 
right: 1n which reſpe& alſo it gives as 
clear and peremtory a ſentence againft 
all murmuring impatience. To evince 
this I ſhall inſift upon theſe particulars, 
I, that God is debtor to no man, and 
therefore what eyer he affords to any , it 
isupon bounty not of right, a benevo- 
lence not a due. 2, That this bounty is 
not ſtreight or narrow , conkin'd to ſome 
few particular perſons, and wholly over. 
Skipping the reft,but more orleſs univer- 
ſally diffuſed to all, So thathe who has 
the leaſt, cannot juſtly ſay but he has bin 
liberally dealt with. 3 that if we compare 
our bleſſings with our allaies , our good 
things with our evil, we ſhall find our 
good far | ——_— 4) That we ſhall 
fint them yet moreſo, if we compare 
them with the good we havedon , as on 
the contrary we ſhall find our afflictions 
ſcarce diſcernible if balanced with our 
fins, 5 That as God is Rector of the uni- 
rerſe,ſoit appertains to him to make ſuch 
allotments, ſuch diftributions,as may belt 
preſerve the ſtate of the whole. 6'y That 


God notwithſtanding that univerſal care, 
| has 
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has alſo a peculiar aſpe& on every parti- 
cular Perkbn , and diſpoſes to him what 
he diſcerns beſt for him in ſpecial, 9! Tf 
we compare our adverſities whith thoſe 
of other men , we ſhall alwaies find ſom- 
thing that equals it not exceedsour own. 
Alltheſeare certain irrefragable truths, 
and there is none of them fingle but may, 
if well preſt upon the mind, charm it 
into a calmneſs and reſignation; but 
when there isſuch a conſpiration of argu- 
ments,it muſt be a very obſtinate perverl\- 
neſs that can refift them: or ſhould they 
fail to enforce a full convition, will yet 
introduce thoſe ſubſidiary proofs, which 
I have toalledg, ſo advantagiouſly , as 
will being put altogether, amount. unto 
perfe& and uncontroulabe Evidence. 


. 
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Of Gods Abſolute Soveraignty. 


I. [ b-; firſt propofition that God is 


debtor to no man, is too clear and 
apparent to require much of illuſtration : 
for as heis a free agentand may,act as 
he pleaſes, fo heis che ſole proprietary 
and can wrongfully detain from none, 
becauſe all original right is in himſelF. 
This has bin ſo much acknowledged by 
the blindeſt Heathens, that noae of them 
durft make inſolent addrefſes to their 
Gods, challenge any thing of them as of 
debt , bur by ſacrifices and praters own'd 
their dependanceand wants, and implor'd 


| ſupplies. And ſure Chriſtianity teaches 


us not to be more ſawcy. lt thoſe Dei- 
ties who ow'd their very being to their 
voraries, were yet acknowleged to b2 the 
ſpring and ſource of all , we can with no 
prerence deny it to that ſupreme power 
1n Whom we live , move , and have our be-= 
inz,Adts. 17.28, For it it were merely an 

C act 
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a& of his choice to giveusa being, all 
his ſubſequent bounties can have no other 
original then his own good pleſure. We 
could put no obligation upon God before 
we were: and when we began tobe ,: we 
were his creatures , and ſo by the moſt in- 
diſputable right owe ourſelves to him,but 
can have no anrecedent title on which 
to clame any thing from him $.ſo that the 
Apoſtle might well make the challenge 
which he doth on Gods behalf , }/þo hath 
given any thing unto him , andit ſhall be re-= 
compenc'd to him again ? Rom. 11. 35. 

2, Now ordinary diſcretion teaches us 
not tobe too bold in our expectation from 
one to whom we can plead no right. It has 
as little of prudence as modeſty , to preſs 
impudently upon the bounty of a Patron, 
and do's bur give him teintation ( at leaſt 
pretence) to deny. And if it be thus with 
men, who poſſibly may ſomtimes have an 
intereſt, ſomtimes a vanity to oblige; it 
muft be much more ſo towards God,who 
cannot be in want of us, & therefore need 
not buy us :047.g004, as the P ſalmiſt ſpeaks, 
extends not to him. Plal. 16. 2. He has a), 
fundamental rightin that little we are, 
which will ſtand good tho it ſhould ne- 
ver be curroborated by greater benefits, 


With 
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With whatan humble baſhtulneſs ſhould 
we then ſue for any thing , vho have no 
argument to invite the leaſt donation , 
being already ſo preingag'd, that we can- 
not mortgage ſy much as our ſelves in 
conſideration of any new favor? and 
ſurely extravagant hopes do very ill befit 
people in this condition, We fee the mo« 
deſty of govd Mephiboſheth, tho he was 
by a ſlanderous accuſation outed of half 
the eſtate David had given him, yet upon 
a refl2xjon that he deriv'd it all from his 
uu? pleſure, diſputed not the ſentence , 

ut cherefully reſign'd the whole to the 
ſame diſpoſure , from which he received 
it, ſaying , Yea let him bale all, 2 Sam. 19. 
30, -Arare example and fit for imitation, 
as being adapted to the preſent caſe, not 
only in that one circumſtance of his ha. 
ving receiy*d all from the King , butalſo 
in that of the attainder of his blood, 
which he confeſſes in the former part of 
the verſe, for all of my fathers houſe were 
but dead men before my Lord, And alas may 
we not ſay the very ſame? Was not our 
whole race tainted in our firſt Parent ? 
So thatif God had not the primary title 
of vaſſalage , he would in our fall have 


acquir'd that of confiſcation and eicheat. 
C 2 And 
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And can we think our tclves then in terms 
to capitulate and make our own condi- 
tions, and expect God ſhould humorus 
inall our wild demands ? 

23: Tr1s isindeed to keepup that old 
rebellion of our Progenitor, tor that con- 
ſiftedin a diſcontent with that portion 
God had aſlign'd him, and coveting what 
he had reſtrain'd him, Nay indecd it 
comes upto the height of the Devils pro- 
poſal, the attemting 70 be as God. Gen. 
3.5. Fortis ancndevor to wreſt the ma- 
nagery out of his hands, to ſuperſede his 
Aucority of diſpenſing to us, and to carve 
for our ſelves. This is ſo mad aninſolence, 
that were it poſſible to ſtate a caſe cxatly 
parallel between man and man, it would 
raife the indignation of any that but pre- 
tended roingenuity. Yet this is, without 
hyperbole, the true meaning of every mut- 
nuring repinirg thougit weentertain, 

4+. BU r as bad asitis, whois there 
of us, that can in this particular ſay, we 
have mad? our heart clean? Prov.20.9. Tis 
true we make ſome formal ackowledg- 
ment ſomrtimes that we receive all from 
Gods gift: cuſtom teaches us from our in» 
fancy after every meal we cat. togive him 
thanks (tho even that is now thought too 
much 
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much reſpe&, and begins ro be diſcarded 
as unfaſhionable : ) yet ſure he cannot be 
thought to do that in earneſt , that has all 


. the time of his eating bin grumbling thar 


his table abounds nor with ſuch delicacies 
as his neighbors. And yet at this rate 
God knows are molt of our thankſgive-+ 
ings. Indeed we have not ſo much ordina- 
ry Civility to God,as we have to men, The 
common proverb teaches us not too Curi- 
oaſly to pry into the blemiſh2s of what 
is givenus: but on Gods-gifts we fat as 
C-:nſors, ' nicely examine every thing 
which is any way diſagreable to our 
fancies, and asif we dealt with him under 
the notion of chapmen , diſparage it , as 
Solomon fſaics buters uſe to Go, it is 
naught, it is naught, ſaith the buier, Prov. 
20. 14. Nay we ſeem yer more abſurdly 
to change the ſcene, and as if God were 
to make oblations tous, we as critically 
obſerve the defeats of his bencfattions , 
as the Levitical prieſts were to do thoſe 
of the ſacrifice, and ( like angry Dei- 
ties) ſcornfully reze,what ever do's not 
perfeMly anſwer our wanton appetites. 

5. AND now ſhould God take us as 
our words , withdraw all thoſe bleſſings 
which we {o faſtidioully deſpiſe, what a 

CON- 
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condition were we in? Tis ſure we have 
nothing to plzad in reverſe of that judg- 
ment, There is nothing in 1t againit ju- 
ſtice : for he takes but his own. This he 
intimates to Iſrael, Hol, 2. 9. I will re- 
turn and take away my corn in the time 
thereof , and my wine in the ſeaſon! hereof , 
and will recover my wool and my flax: in 
WhiCh he afſerts his own propriety , my 
corn, My wine, &Cc.and recalls them to the 
remembrance that they were but uſutru- 
Ctuaries: and tis as evident that our 
tenure is but the ſame; Nay this pro. 
ceeding would not be repugnant even to 
mercy , for even that is not 9bliged 
{til ro proſtitute its felt ro our contemt, 
I am ſure ſuch a tolerance is beyond all 
the mcſures of humane lenity; Should 
any of us offer an alms to an indigent 
wretch, and he when he ſees tis Silver, 
ſhould murmur and exclame that it is 
not Gold , would we not draw back our 
hand and reſerve our charity for a more 
worthy obje&t? Tis true indeed Gods 
thoughts are not as our thoughts, nor 
our narrow bowels equal meſures for the 
divine conpaſſions, and we experi1men- 
tally find that his long-ſuffring infinitly 
exceeds ours 3 yet we know he do'sin the 

para- 
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parable of the Lord and the ſervant, Mart, 
18, declare, that he will proportion his 
mercy by ours, in that ya. z and we 
have no promiſe that he will not do it 
in this: nay we have all reaſon to expe 
he ſhould ; for ſince his wiſdom promts 
him to do nothing in vain, andall his 
bounty to us is defign'd to make us hap- 
py , when he ſees that end utterly fru. 
{trated by our diſcontents , to what pur. 
poſe ſhould he continue that to us which 
we will be never the betrer for f 

6. Bz $10 xs thohe be exceedifigly 
patient, yet he is not negligent or 1n- 
ſenſible: he takes particular notice , not 
only with what diligence we employ3 
but with what affe&ions we reſent eve- 


ry of his bleſſings. And as ingratitude is 


a vice odious to men , fo jt 1sextremely 
provoking to God , ſo that in this ſenſe 
alſo, the words of our Savior are moſt 
true , from him that hath not ( 2.e. ) that 
hath nota grateful ſenſe and value, ſhall 
be taken away even that he hath, Mat. 25. 
29. But we may find a threatning of this 
kind yet more expreſs to Iſrael, becauſe 
thou ſerved/t not the Lord thy God with 
gladneſs and with joifulneſs of heart for 
the abundance of all things , therefore ſhalt 


thou 
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thou ſerve thine enemies , whom the Lord 
God will [end among thee , in hunger and in 
thirſt, and in nakedneſs, and in want of all 
things, Deut 28. 37. 28. a fad and diſmal 
inverſion, yet founded wholly in the wanr 
of that cheerful recognition which God 
expected from them. And if 1Ifracl,the 
lor of hisown inherirance, that people 
"whom he had fingled our from all the na- 
tions of the world , could thus forfeit his 
favor by unthankfulneſs ; ſure none of us 
can ſuppoſe we have any ſurer entail of 
it. In a word as God loves a cheerful 
giver, ſo healſo lovesa cheerful receiver, 
one that complies with his end in be. 
ſftowing, by taking a juſt complacence in 
his gifts. Bur the querulous and unſa- 
tisfied,reproch his bounty : accuſe hun of 
illiberaliry and narrownelſs of mind, So 
that he ſeems even in his honor engag*d 
ro bring them to a righter apprehenſion 
of him, and by a deprivation teach them 
the value of thoſe good things , which 
they could not learn by the enjoiment, 

7. Ir therefore ingenuity and grati- 
tude cannot, yet at leaſt ler prudence 
and ſelf love engage us againſt this fin 
of cMHurmuring , Which we ſee do'sabun- 
dantly juſtify che characer the Wiſe man 
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gives when he tells us tis unprofitable, Wilc 
I, 11, he might have (aid pernicious alſo, 
for ſo it evidently is in ics effe&ts. Let us 
then armour ſelves againtt it, and to that 
purpoſe impreſs deeply upon our minds 
the preſent conlideration , that God ows 
us nothing,and that what ever we receive 
is an alms,and not a tribute. Diogenes be- 
1ag asked what wine drank the moſt ple- 
ſant,anſwered, that which is drunk at an- 
others coſt, And this circumſtance we 
can never miſs of to recommend our 
good things to us: for be they little or 
much,they come gratz#. When therefore 
ig a pettiſh mood we find our ſelves apt 
to charge God fooliſhly,and to think him 
ftrait-handed towards us, let us ima. 
gine we hear God expoſtulating with 
us,as the houſholder in the parable, Friend 
1 ado thee no wrong : 15 it not lawful for me 
to do what I will with mine own? Mart. 20. 
1s. If God have not the right of diſpo- 
ſing, let us find out thoſe that have, and 
ſee how much better we ſhall ſpeed : but 
if he hath, ler us take heed of diſputing 
with him : we thatſubſift merely by his 
favor, had need court and cheriſh it by 
all the arts of humble obſervance. E- 
very man is ready to fay how ill beggary 
. D | an 
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and pride do agree, The ſi:{t qualification 
we cannot put off; O let us not provide 
it of the other ſo inconvenient ſo odious 
an adjun@. Letus leave off preſcribin 
to God (which noingenuous man | 
do fo an earthly benefactor ) and letus 
berake our ſelves to a more holy and ſuc. 
ceſsful policy , the acknowledgment of 
paſt mercies, and our own unworthineſs, 
This was Facobs method, 1 am not wor- 
thy of theleaſt of all the mercies, and of all 
the truth which thou haſt ſhew'd unto thy 
ſervant: for with my ſtaff Ipaſſed ever this 
Jordan, and now Iam become two bands, and 
with this humble preface he introduces 
his petition for reſcue in his preſent di- 
ſtreſs, Deliver me 1pray thee from the hand 
of my brother , &c, Gen. 32. 10.11, An 
excellent pattern of Divine Rhetoric, 
which the ſucceſs demonſtrates to have 
bin very prevalent. And we cannct tran- 
ſcribe a better copy, to render our de. 
fires as ſuccesful. Indeed we are ſo ut- 
terly deſtitute of all arguments from our 
felves, that we can ns no reaſonable 
form of addreſs, if we found it not in 
ſomthing of God: and there is nothing 
even 1n him adapted to our purpoſe, but 
his mercy ; nor Can that be ſo adyan- 
| tage» 
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tageouſly arged by any thing , as by th2 


former inftances it has given of it ſelf: 
for as God only is fit to be a precedent to 
himſelf, ſo he loves tbe ſo. Thus we 
find, not only Moſes, but God often re- 
colle&ting his miraculons favors towards 
Iſrgel, asan argument to do more : let us 
therefore accoſt him in his own way, and 
by a frequent and grateful recounting of 
his former mercies, engage him to future. 
Nor need we be at a loſs for matter of 
ſuch recolleion, if we will but ſeriouſly 
confider what we have already received, 
which is the ſubject of the next Section, 
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SEc yr. IIL 
Of Gods unlimited Bounty. 


1. Tis the known charafter of an un- 
4 worthy {nature , to write injuries in 
Marble, and benefits in duſt : and how- 
ever ſome (as Seca well obſerves) may 
acquit themselves of this imputation as 
toman , yer ſcarceany do fo in relation 
to God, Tis true indeed the charge muſt 
be alittle varied ; for God oicher will 
nor can do us injury : yet we recelve a- 
ny thing that is adverſe with ſuch a re- 
ſentment as if it were, and engrave that in 
our memories with indelible characters, 
whilſt his great and real benefits are either 
not at all obſerv'd,or with ſo tranſient an 
advertence, that the compariſon of duſt 
is beyond our pitch, and we may be more 
properly ſaid to write them in water, 
Nay ſo far are we from keeping record; 
and regiſters of his favors, that even thoſe 
ſtanding and fixt ones which ſenſe can 
promt us to ( without the aid of our me- 

mories) cannot obtain our notice. 
2. WERE it notthus,it were impoſ- 
ſible for men tobe 10 perpetually in the 

con 
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complaining Key, as if their voices were 
capable of no other ſound. One wants 
this, and another that, and a third ſom- 
thing beyond them both, and ſo on ad 

infinitum ; when all this while every one 
of them enjoies a multitude of good 
things without any remark. That very 
breath wherewith they utter their com- 
plaints, is a bleſſing, and a fundamental 
one too: for if God ſhould withdraw thar, 
they were incapable of whatſoever elſe 
they either have, or defire, Tis true that 
ſome mens impatiencies have rifen ſo 
high, as to caft away life, becauſe it was 
notclothed with all circumſtances they 
wiſht. Yet theſe are rare 1nftances, and 
do only ſh?w ſuch mens depraved judg- 
ment of things. A rieh Jewel isnot the 
leſs valuable , becauſe a mad man in his 
raving fit flings it into the fire: but as to 
the generality of men, the Devil ( tho a 
liar) gave a true account of their ſenſe, 
when he ſaid, Sk:n for 54in, and all that a 
man hath will he give for has life, Job. 2. 4. 
And tho perhaps in an angry fit many 
men have with Jonas,Chap. 4. 3- wiſbt to 
die,yet ten to oneſhould death then come, 
they would be as willing to divert it, as 
was the man in the Apologue, who ous 
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ed with his burden of tticks, flung it down 
and call'd for death , but when he came, 
own'd no other occaſion for him , but to 
be helpt up again with his bundle. 1 dare 
in this appeal to the expertence of thoſe, 
who have ſeemed very weary of life, whe- 
ther when any ſuddain danger has ſurpri- 
ſed them, it has not as ſuddenly altered 
their mind, and made them more defire 
lite,then before they abhorr'd it. Tis the 
common ſaying , as long as there is life 
there is hope: there is ſo as to ſecular con- 
cerns, for what ſtrange revolutions do we 
often ſce in the age of man ? from what 
deſpicable beginnings have many arriv'd 
to the moft ſplendid conditions ? Of 
which we have divers modern as well as 
ancient inſtances. And indeed tis admi- 
rable to ſee what time and jaduftry will 
(with Gods bleſſing) effe&. But there is 
mo w3rk, nor device , nor knowledg, nor wiſ- 
dom in the grave,Ec.g 10. wecan improve 
no more when we are once tranſplanted 
thither, 

3. BUT this is yet much more conſi- 
derable in reſpe& of our ſpiritual ſtate. 
Our lite is the day wherein we are to work, 
Joh.9.4. (yea to work out our Salvation: ) 
but when the night comes (when death 0- 
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vertakes) ns man can work. Now alas when 
tis conſider'd how much of this day the 
moſt of us have loiter'd away, how man 
of us have ſtood idle till the ſixth or nint 


' hour, it will be our concern not to have 


our day cloſe before the eleventh. Nay 
alas tis yet worſe with us: we have not on- 
ly bin idle, but very often ill bufied ; fo 
that we have a great part of our time to 
unravel,and that isnot to be don in a mo« 
ment. For tho our works may fitly e- 
nough be repreſented by the Prophets 
compariſon of a ſjiders web, Iſay. 59. 5. 
yet they want the beft property even of 
that z they cannot be fo ſoon undon. 
Vices that are radicated by time and cu- 
ſtom, lie too deep to be lightly ſwept a- 
way. Tisnocaly thing to perſwade our 
ſelves to the will of parting with them, 
Many violences we muſt offer ro our 
ſelves, along and ftrift courſe of morti- 
fication muſt be gon thro, ere we can find 
in our hearts to bid them be gon : and yet 
when we do ſo, they are not ſotraQable 
as the Centurions ſervants. They will in- 
deed come when ever we bid them , but 
they will ſcarce go ſo: they muſt be ex- 
pell'd by force and by flow degrees z we 
muſt fight for every inch of ground we 
gain 
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gain from them : and as God would not 
aſſiſt the Iſraclites to ſubdue the Ganaa- 
nites at once, Deur.7.22. ſo neither ordi- 
narily do's he us to matter perfe&@ly our 
corruptions. Now a proceſs of this diffi- 
culty is got to be diſpatcht on a ſudden, 
And yet this is not all our task, for we 
have not only ill habirs to extirpate, bur 
we have alſo good ones to acquire: tis- | 
not a mere negative vertue will ſerve our 
rurns, nor will emty lamps enter us into 
the marriage chamber, Mat. 25. 10. We 
mu} add to ouy faith vertue, and to vertue 
knowledg, and to knowledg temperance, &Cc. | 
2 Per. 1,5. Nolink muſt be wanting of 
that ſacred chain, but we muſt ( asthe 
ſame Apoftle adviſes) be holy zn all manner 
of converſation, 1 Pet. 1. 15, 

4. AND now 1 would defire the Rea. 
der (criouſly to conſider, whether he can 
upon good grounds tell himſelf that this | 
ſo difhiculrt (and yet ſo neceſſary) a work 
is effeftually wrought in him, It it be, 
he isa happy man, and can with no pre- 
tence Complain of any external want: (he 
that is fed with Manna, muſt be ftraggely 
perverſe if he murmure fora belly-full of 
leeks and onions, Num. 171. 15.) But on the 
contrary he owes infinite thanks to yt 

that 
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that has ſpared him time for this impor. 
tant buſineſs, and did not put a period to 
his natural life, before he had begun a ſpi- 
ritual,For I fear there arc among the beſt 
of us few of 1{o entire an innocence , but 
they may remember ſome,citherhabits or 
as uf lin, in which it would have bin 
dreadful for them to haye bin ſnatchrt a- 
way. And then how comprehenfive,how 


| prolific a mercy has lite bin to them, 


when it has carried eternity in its womb, 
and their continuance on earth has qua- 
lified them for heaven? Neither are ſuch 
perſons only to look on it as ablefling in 
the retroſpect, as it relates to the palt,bur 
alſo in the preſent and future : which it 
they continue to employ well, do's not 
only confirm, but advance their reward. 
efides God may pleaſe by them to glo. 
rify himſelf, make them inſtrumental to 
his ſervicez which as it is the greateſt ho- 
nor, ſo it isalſo the greateſt fatisfation 
to a good heart. He ſhews himſelf tov 
mercenary that ſo longs for his reward, as 
togrow impatient of his attendances: he 
that loves God, thinks himſelf bleſt in the 
opportunity of doing work, as well as in 
receiving wages, Thus we ſec how lite is 
under all theſe afpes a mercy to a pious 
E man, 
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many and ſuch as not only obliges him to 
contentment, bur gratitude. 

5. BuT ſuppoſlinga man cannot give 
this comfortable account of his life , but | 
is conſcious that he has ſpent it to a very | 
different purpole , yet do's not that at all | 
leſſen his obligations to God, who meant # 
he ſhould have emploi'd it better, and | 
that he has not don ſo 1s merely his own | 
fault, Nay indeed the worle his ſtate is, | 
the greater mercy it is, that God has not 
made it irreverſible, that he has not cut 
him off atonce from the earth and the 
poſlibility of heaven too,but affords him | 
yeta longer day,zf yet he will hearhis wore, Þ 
Pal. 95. 7. This long: ſuffering is one of 
the moſt tranſcendent a&s of divinegood- 
neſs, and therefore the Apoſtle rightly 
ſtiles it the riches of his goodneſs and long- 
ſuffering and forbrarance, Rom. 2. 4. and fo 
at laſt we commonly acknowledg it,when 2 
we have worn it out, and can no longer # 
receive advantage by it. Whata value 
do's a gaſping deſpairing ſoul putupon a þ 
ſmall parcel of that time, which before 
he knew not how faſt enongh to ſquan- | 
der ? Oh that men would (et the ſame e- 
ſtimate on it before: and then certainly, as 
it would make them better husbands: of 

it, | 
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it, ſo it would alſo render them more 
thankful forit, , Account ing that the long- 
ſuffering of our Lord ts Salvation, 2 Pet. 
3.15. 

6. InpeeD did men but rightly com- 
pute the benefit of life upon this ſcore, 
all ſecular encumbrances and uneaſineſles 
of it would be over-whelmed, and ſtand 
only as Cyphers in the account. What a 
ſhame isit then that we ſhould ſpend our 
breath in ſighs and out-cries? which it 
we would employ to thoſe nobler ends 
for which twas given, would ſuperſede 
our complaints, and make us confeſs we 
were well dealt with, that our life (tho 
bare and ſtript of all outward acceſſaries) 
z given us for a prey, Jer. 45. 5- And in- 
deed he that has yet the great work of life 
to do, can very ill ſpare time or ſorrow to 
beſtow upon x & regretting any temporal 
diſtreſs, fince his whole ſtock is little e- 
nough to bewail and repair his neglects 
of his eternal concerns. Were ourlives 
therefore deſtitute of all outward com- 
fort, nay were they nothing buta ſcene 
of perpetual diſaſters, yet this one advan- 
tage of life would infinitly out-weigh , 
them all, and render our murmuring ve- 
ry inexcuſable, 


E 2 7. BuT 
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7. But God has not put this to the 
utmoſt trial, has neverplac'd any man 
in ſuch a ſtate of unmixt calamity , but 
that he ſtill affords many and great allaies: 
he finds it fit ſomtimes to defalk ſome of 
our outward comforts , and perhaps im- 
bitter others, but he never takes all away, 
This muſt be acknowledged,if we do but þ 
conſider how many things there are in 
which the whole race of mankind do 
ja common partake. The four Elements, 
fire and water, air and earth, do not more 
make upevery mans compoſir1on, then 
they ſupply his needs: the whole hoſt of 
heaven, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, Moſes, 
will tellns, are by God divided to all na- 
tions under the whole heaven, Deur. 4. 19. 
Thole reſplendent bodies , equally zfford 
their light and influence to ail, The ſun 
ſhines as bright on the poor Cottage,as on 
the moſt magnificent Palace ; and the 
ſtars have their benign AſpeRs, as well for | 
him that z5 behind the Mil, as for himthat 
ſetteth on the T hron?, Ex. 11. 5, Propriety 
( the great incendiary below ) breeds no 
contution in thoſe celeſtial Orbs,bur they 
are every mans treſure, yet no mans pecu- 
liar (asit they meant to teach us,that our 
love of appropriation d:/cends not from 

above 
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above,)am. 3, 15. 15 no heavenly quality.) 

8. And as they make no diſtin&ion 
of the ranks and degrees of mea , ſo nei- 
ther do they of their vertues. Our Sa- 
vior tells us, God cauſes hs Sun to riſe on 
the good and on the evil, and ſendeth rain on 
the juſt and onthe unjuſt, Mat. 5.45. If now 


{ wedeſcend lower to the ſublunary crea- 


tures, they equally pay their homage to 
man, do not diſdain the dominion of the 
poor, aud ſubmit to that of the rich, bur 
thew us that their inſtin& extends to 
the whole nature. An horſe draws the 
poor mans plough, as tamely as the Prin- 
ces Chariot, and the beggars hungry cur 
follows him with as much obſequiouſneſs 
and affection as the pamper*d lap-dogs of 
the niceſt I adies. The ſh:ep obey a poor 
mercenaryſhepherd aswell as they did the 
Daughters of the wealthy Laban,Gen. 2g. 
9. or of Fethroa Prince, Exod.2.26, and as 
willingly yield their flzece to clothe La- 


- 2arus,asto make purple for Dives. And as 


animals, ſo vegetables are as communica- 
tive of their qualities to one man as ano- 
ther. The coru nuriſhes, the fruits refreſh, 
the flowers delight, the ſimples cure the 
poor man as well as the rich. 


9. Bur I forcſce it will be objected, 
that 
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thac theſe natural priviledges are inſignt- 
ficant , becauſe they are evacuated by 
thoſe poſitive laws which bound pro- 
priety, and that therefore tho one man 
could uſe the creatures as well as another, 
yet every man has them not touſe, I an- 
{wer, thatfor ſome of the things x have 
mention'd, they are ſtill in their native 
latitude , cannot be incloſed or monopo- 
Iiz'd. The moſt ravenous oppreſlor could 
never yet lock up the ſunin his cheſt : he 
that laies houſe to houſe and land to land,till 
there be no pl-ce,Blay. 5. 8. cannot incloſe 
the common air : and the like may be 
{aid of divers of the reſt : ſo that there are 
ſome (and thoſe no mean)bleſſings, which 
continue ſtill the indefeifible right of 
mankind in general, | 

10, As forthoſe other things which are 
ltable to the reſtriftive terms of meum and 


_ cede ao oa. ils. oo oc os os at fs 2 ans 2&5 


taum , t1s not to be deni'd but there is & 


vaſt difference in the diſpenſing them 3 as } 


great as Nathans parable deſcribes, when 
he ſpeaks of the numerous flocks of the 
rich man, and the ſingle ewe lamb of the 
poor, 2 Sam. 12, 2, yet there is ſcarce any 
ſo deptorably indigent, but that by one 
means or other, he has or may have the 


neceſſary ſupports of life. Perhaps _ 
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-F fall not into his lap by birth-right and 
by Þ inheritance, yet they are acquirable by 
'0- Þ labor andinduſtry , which is perhaps the 
an Þ better texure, They cannot it may be 
TT, | arriveto &doms fulneſs of bread, yet if 
n- | they have not her abundance of 1dleneſ7, 
ve Ez. 16.40, they commonly need not want 
ve # that,which was the height of 4gurs wiſh, 
0- & food convenient, Pro.z0.8. Tistrue indeed, 
11d F if they will fold their hands in their bo- 
he | ſom, if with Solomons Sluggardt hey will not 
till & plough by reaſon of th2 cold, they muſt take 
ofe F his fate iu the ſummer, as they have his 
be | caſein the winter, they may beg in harveſt, 
are Þ and have nothing,Prov. 20. 4. But then tis 
ch | viſible they arethe Authors of their own 
of | neceſſities. And indeed to men of ſuch 
azy careleſs natures, tis hard to ſay, what 
are © degree of Gods bounty can keep them 
nd Þ from want, fince we often ſee the faireſt 
e is & fortunes diſſipated as well by the ſupine 
; as |} negligence, as the riotous prodigality of 
en Þ the owners. And therefore if men will be 
the Þ 1dle;they are not to accuſe God,but them- 
the Þf ſelves it they be indigent, 
ny E 11. Bur 'then there is one caſe where- 
ne | in men ſeem more inevitably expos'd,and 
the Þ that is when by age, ſickneſs, or decre- 
ey pitneſs, they are diſabled from work, —_ 
or 
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or when their family is too numerous for 
their work to maintait1. And rhis indeed 
ſeems the moſt forlorn ſtate of poverty : 
yet God has provided for them alſo, by 
aſligning ſuch per{ons to the care of the 
rich:nay he has pat anextraordinary mark 
of favor on them,given them rhe honor 
of being his proxies and repreſentatives, 
made them lerters of Attorny ( as it were) 
todemand relief in his name,and upon his 
account. And tho tis too true, thateven 
that Autority will not prevail with many 
of the rich to open their purſes, yet even 
in this Age of frozen charity , there are 
{t1}] ſome who remember upon what terms 
they received their wealth, and employ 
it accordingly. And tho the number of 
them is not ſo great as were to be wiſht , 
yet there arein all parts ſome ſcattered 
here and there hike Czes of refuce in the 
Land, Deurt. 19. 2. to which theſe poor 
diftreſſed creatures may flee for tuccour? 
And I think 1 may ſay, that between 
the legal proviſions that are made in this 
calc, and voluntary contributions", there 
are not very many that want the thing 
that are of ablolute necefhity : and we 
know St. Paul comprizes tho{cin a ſmall 
compals, food and raiment , and propoles 

them 


them as ſufficient materials of Content; 
1 Tirs. 6.8. 1 ſay not this to contract 
any mans bowels, or leſſen his compaſſi- 
ons to ſuch poor wretches. FF how much 
foever they lend, 1 with as Joab did in an« 
other caſe to David, the Lord increaſe if 
a hyndred.fold; 2 Satn, 24.3, I only urge 


-jtas an evidence of the aflertion I am to 


prove, that fio man is ſo pretermitted by 
God, or his Uitpoſal of rempotals , but 
thateven he that ſeems the moſt aban- 
don'd has a ſhare in his Providence, and 
conſequently cannot jultly murmur, fince 
even this ſtate which is the higheſt in« 
ſtance of human indigence, is not with 
out its receits from God, 

12. Bur the number in this form ate 
bur few, compar'd to thoſe in a higher 
for between this & the higheſt afluence; 
how many intermedial degrees are there, 
in which men partake not only of the ne- 
ceſfaries, but comforts of life ; that have 
not only food and raimenr, bur their di- 
ſtintion of Hply-day and Working-day, 
fare and apparel ? He that 1$ bur one ſtep 
advanced from beggery has ſo much, he 
that has got to a fecond has more then is 
neceſſary ; and ſo every degree riſes nt 
plenty till it comes to vanity and exceſs. 

F And 
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and eyen there too there are gradual rj. 
fings, ſome having ſo much fewel for 
luxury, that they are at as great aloſs for 
invention, as others can be for materials, 
and complain that there are no farther 
Riots left tor them to eſſay. . How many 
are there who have ſo cloidand glurted 
their ſenſes, that they want ſome other 
inlets for pleſure, and with the rich man 
in the Goſpel, are in diftreſs where to be- 
ſtow their abundance ? ; 

13. And ſure ſuchas theſe cannot de- 
ny that they have receivd good things, 
yet generally there are none leſs conten. 
ted ; whichis a clear demonſtration that 


our _ gs proceed not from any de- 


fe of bounty in GodJbut from the ma- 
lignant temper of our own hearts. And as 
it is an eaſier thing to ſatisſy the cravings 
of an hungry, then to cure the nauſeous 
recoilings of a ſurteited ſtomach ſo cer- 
tainly the diicontents of the poor, are 
much eaſier allai'd then thoſe of che rich, 
T he indigence of the one hgs contracted 
his defires,and hastaught him not to look 
farther then a little beyond bare neceſla- 
ries, {o that a muderate Alms fatisfies,and 
a liberal tranſports him : but he who by a 
perpetual repletion has his defires —_ 
an 
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and extended, is capable of no ſuch fatiſ- 
faction. When his enjoiments foreſtall all 
particular purſuits, and he knows not up- 
on.what to faſten his next wiſh ; yet even 
then he has ſome confus'd unform'd ap- 
petites, and thinks himſelf miſerable be- 
cauſe he cannor rel] what would make 
him more happy. And yet this is that en» 
vid ſtate which men with ſo much gree. 
dineſs aſpire to. Every man looks on it as 
the top of felicity, to have nothing more 
to wiſh in the World.' Andyet alas even 
that when attain'd, would be their tor. 
ment.Let men never think then that con- 
tentment is to be caught by long and fo+ 
reign chaces; he islikelieſt to find it who 
fits at home, and duly contemplates thoſe 
Bleſſings which God has brought within 
his reach, of whichevery man has a fair 
proportion, if he will advert to it. 

14. Fox beſides theſe external acceſ- 
fions (of which the meaneſt have ſome, 
the 1niddle ſort a great deal, and the up- 
permoſt rather too much)/man'is a prin- 
cipality within himſelf, Ind has in his 
compoſure {ſv many excellent impreſſes of 
his Makers power and goodneſs, that he 
need not ask leave of any exterior thing 
to be happy, 'if he know but aright how 

F 2 to 
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yto value himſelf; the yery meaneft part 
of hun, hisbody, isa piece of admirable 
workmanſhip, of a moſt; incomprehenſi. 
ble concrivance, as the Pialm it ſaies, he 
i fearſiilly and wonderfully made ; and 'tis 
attomthing to think of what a ſymmetry 
of parts this beautitul Fabric is made up, 
Nor are they ouly for ſhew, but uſe : eve. 
ry member, every mb is endowed with 
a particular faculty to make it ſerviceable 
tothe whole ;- and that admirable con- 
texture of -yeinsand arteries, ſinews and 
mul-les, nerves and tendons, none are ſus 
pe: luous, but fome way or other contris 
butc to vegetation, ſenſe, or motion, Nay 
the moſt noble and gmoit uſeful parts are 
all of chem doubles. not only as a reſerve 
zncaſe-of miſadventure of one part ; but 
alſo as an inſtance of the bounty of the 
D-nor. . Andindegd it is obſervable of 
Gzlex'in his Writings, that after he had 
taken great care roexemt hunſelt and all 
of his Profeſon from taking notice of 
the Deity, by ſaying, That to. diſcourke 
concerning the Gods, was the task of ſpes 
Fulative Philofophers 3. yet coming to 
write d uſu paxtiam, and conſidering the 
frame of humane Bodies, ani therein, dif 
Ccavering the wondertul contrivance of 64 
| | very 
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very part in reference to its ſelf, and alſo 
to the whole , their ſtrength, agilty,and 
various moyement, infinitly turpaſſing 
the powers of all Mechauic Engines, he 
ſeemsto have had the fate we read of Saul 
in holy Scriprure, and againſt his genius 
and purpoſe, to become a Prophet, break- 
ing frequently out into Hymns and ſacred 
raptures; ſaying,theſe Myſteriesare more 
Divine then the Samathracian or Eleuſint- 
an; aud confeſſing they both ſtrictly re- 
quire, and infinitly excel the low returns 
of humaupraiſe. Rut beyond the fabric 
of parts as organic, what an extra&t of 
wonder are our ſenſes, thoſe foe operatt- 
825 of the Lord, as the {on of SHrach rightly 
(and by way ofcminence) ftites them, Ze, 
17. 5 ? Bythele we draw all outward ob- 
k&s toour ſelves. What were the beauties 
of the Uniyerle to us, if we had not fight 
to behold them, or the moſt melodious 
lounds, if we had not hearing ? and ſo of 
the reſt. And yer theſe are not only gene+ 
rally given, but alſo preſerv'd to the 
greater part of men: and perhaps would 
be to more,did not our baſe undervaluiag 
of common.mexcies, force God ſomrimes 
toinfiruct us iu their worth, by making 
us feel what it is to. waut them, 


I5. MuL- 
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15. MuLrtirupz of refreſhments alſo 
God has provided for our Bodies, part1- 
cularly that of ſleep, of which he has 
bin to conſiderate, as in his diftributions 
of time, to make a ſolemn allorment for 
it:yet whoalmoſt whenhelies down con. 
fiders the mercy,or when he riſesrefreſhr, 
riſes thankful alſo f (But if our reſt at any 
time be interrupted by the cares of our 
mind, or pains of our bodies, then, (and 
not till then) we conſider, that *tis God 
who gives his beloved fleepyPlal. 127.2. and 
think it a bleſſing worth our efteem.Fhus 

Wit is with health,ſtrength,and every thin 
elſe, we deſpiſe it whilſt we have it, aw, 
impatiently defire it whilſt we have it | 
not; but inthe interim ſure we cannot 
complain, that Gods hand is ſhortned to- 
wards us, when in the ordinary courſe of 
his Providence we commonly enjoy theſe 
Mercies many years, which we find fo 
much miſs of, it they be withdrawn but 
fora few hours.) And indeed, there is 
not a greater inſtance of human pravi- 
ty then our ſenſeleſs conteint of Bleſ- 
fings, merely becauſe they are cuſtoma«- 
ry; which in true reaſon is an argument 
why we ſhould prize them the more. 
When we deal with men, we diſcern - 

wc 
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well enough, he that gives me once 100 
pounds, I account not 1o much my Be--- 
nefactor, as if he madeir my annual res» 
venue; yet God mult loſe his thanks, by 
multiplying his favors; and his benefits 
grow more invifible by their being al- 
waies before us 

16, BUT the Body ( with irs enjoi« Y 
ment) is but rhe loweſt inſtance of Gods 
bounty ,('tis but a decent caſe for that 
ineſtimable Jewel he has pur in 1t : the 
SoulJlike the Ark, is the thing for which 
this whole Tabernacle was framed, and 
that isa ſpark of Diviniry in which alone 
it is that God accompliſhed his deſiga of 


y making man in his ownimage, Gen. 1..26, 


*Twould be tov long to artemt an exact 
ſurvey of its particular Excellencies. The 
mere intelle&tual powers wherewith it is 
indued, have exerciſed the curiofity and 
raiſed the admiration of the great con. 
templations of Nature in all ages , yet af- 
Vter all, of ſoſubtile compoſure is the ſoul, 
that it is in{crutable even to it felf : and 
tho the ſimpleſt man knows he has the 
faculties of Imagination, Apprehenſion, 
Memory, RefleQing, yet the learnedit 
canuot aflign where they are ſeated,or by 
what means they operate.J Tis cnough 
c0 
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to us that we have them, and many ex- 
cellencuſes for them 3 one whereof Cand 
a moſt neceſſary one) is a thankful re- 
flexion on the goodnels of God who gave 
them. Hze might have made us 1u the 
very lowelt form of Creatures, inſenfible 
ſtocks or ſtones, or if he had advane'd uy 
a ſtep higher,he mighr have fixt us among 
mere Animals, made us perhaps of the 
noxious, at beſt of the tamer ſort of beaft 
bur he has plac'd us in the higheſt rank 
viſible creatures,and not only given us Do 
mMinion over the works of his bands, Plalm 
8. 6. but has given us Reaſon wherewith 
to manage that Soveraignty, Without 
which we had only bin the more maſterkef 
| wſortof brutes, 

17. Yer ftill the Soul is to be conſt- 
der'd in a higher notion, that of its Im» 
mortality and capacity of endleſs Blils : 
and here indeed it owns its extra&iony 
audis an Image of the firlt Being, whoſe 
felicity is coexiſtent with himſelf; this, 
as it is the moſt tranſcendent accompliſh- 
ment of our Nature, fo it is moſt amver- 
fal. Whatever diſpacity there may be 
tween man and matt in other reſpeQs, 
yet 1n this allare equal. The poor beg- 
ger at thegate has a Soul as capacious of 

Erer- 
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ererital happineſs, ashe whoſe cyumb:; he 
begs for { nay fomrimes better prepar'd 
for it,as that parable ſhews,Luke 16. x2.) 
And tho the dignities of earthy are the 
prize of the rich and noble, the fubtle and 
deſtgning;yet heaven is as eafily mounted. 
from the dung-hill as the throne, and an 
honeſt fimpliciry wilffooner bring us thi- 
ther, thenall the Machiavelian policy. 
Nay God has not ny deſign'd usto ſo 
glorious anend, but has don'all on his 
part to ſecure'us of it, ſent his Son to lead 


us'the way , his ſpirit to quicken us ini 


it, We need not diſpute how univerſal 
thisis; tis ſure it cohcerns all ro whom 
Fam now ueking , thoſe that are within 
the pale of the Church: and if it ſhould 
prove confin\d' only to 'them, the more 
peculiar js' their obligation , that are thus 
ſingled ont from the reſt of the world , 
and rhe greater' ought to be their thank+ 
fulneſs; The heathen Philoſopher made 
it matter of his ſolemn acknowledgment 
to fortune,thathe was born aGfecian and 
not a Barbarian : and ſure the adyanta 

of onr Chriſtianity are of a much hig 


_ fkrain,, and ought to be infinitly mort 


celebrated. The Apoſtle we find often ap» - 
plauding this gloriony privilege, —_— 
G WHRiC 


> 
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which makes us fellow citizens with the 
Saints, and of the houshold of God Ephel. 4, 
19.nay which elevates ustoa higher ſtate, 
the adoption of ſons , Gal. 4. 5. nor only- 
Sons,but Hers alſo of God andjoint Heirs 
with Chriſt , Rom. 8. 17, And what ambi- 
tion is there ſo greedy which this will 
not ſatisfy ? yet this is our common ſtate, 
the birth-right of our regeneration, if 
we do not degrade our ſelyes,. and with 
Eſau baſely ſell our title. 

18. A nv now methinks every man 
may interrogate himſelf in the ſame form, 
wherein Fonadab did Amnop, 2 Sam. 13. 4. 
Why art thou, being the Kings ſon, thus lean 
from day to day? Why ſhould a Perſon who 
is adopted by the King of Kings, thus 
languiſh and pine £ What is there below 
the tun worthy his notice,much leſs his de- 
ſires, that hatha Kingdom above it?Cer- 
tainly did we but know how toeſ}imate 
our elves upon this account , twere im- 
poſſible for us with ſuch fordid condel- 
centionsto courtevery. petty wordly in- 
terſt, and fo impatiently vex our ſelves 
when we cannot attainit. Alas howun- 
worthily do we bear the name of Chri- 
{tians, when that which carried the Fore- 
fachers of ourFaith thro the moſt fiery tri- 


als, 
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als, cannot ſupport us under the difap- 

intment of any extravagant defire 2 
They had ſuch reſpef? to the recompence of 
the reward, Heb. 11. 26, as made them 
cheerfuily expoſe their Fame to ignomi- 
ny, their Goods to rapine, their Budies to 
the moſt exquiſite rtortures, and their 


Lives to death. Yet the ſame hopes can» 


not work us to any tolerable degree of pa- 
tience, when we ſuffer but the ſmalleſt 
diminution inany of theſe, What ſhall 
we ſay ? is Heaven grown leſs valuable, 
or Earth more then it was then 2 No ſure- 
ly, but we aremore infatuated in our eſti. 
mates : we have ſo long abetted the rival- 
5 of the hand- maid , that the Miſtreſs, 

e Sarah,appears deſpicable. Like F-nah 
we fit down ſullen upon the withering of 
agourd, never conſidering that God has 
provided us a better ſh-lter, a building of 


+ 


God eternal in the Heavens,2 Cor.5 1. In-Y 


deed there can be no temporal deltitution 
ſogreat , which ſuch an expeRation can« 
not make ſupportable. Were we in Jobs 
condition fitting upon a dunghil, and 
ſcraping our ſelves with a potſh:ard, ,yer 
as long as we ſay with him our Redeemer 
liveth, Job. 19. 25. we have all reaſon to 


fay with him alſo, þ/e/td be the none af Us 
LETT: | 
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Lord, Ch.'t. 21, What a madneſs is it then 
for us toexpoſe our ſelves to be pierc'd 
and wounded by every temporal adverſi- 
ty, who have ſo impenetrable an armour ? 
Nay what an ungrateful contumely is it 
to that goodneſs of God, to ſhew that we 
cannot make him a counterpoiſe to the 
moſt trivial ſecular ſatisfaRion ? an which 
account ſure he may again take up that 
exprobrating complaint we find in the 
Prophet, A goodly price that I was valued at 
by them, Zac. 11.13. 

19. Bur how mean ſoeverhe is in our 
cies, tho Chr:f7 ſeem the ſame to us. in his 
glory which hedid jn his abjection, to 

ave no beauty that we ſhould defire him 
yet he puts another rate upon himſ; 
and tells us that he that loves Father or 
Mother , Son or.” Daughter more then me, 
is not worthy of me, Mat. 10. 37, Now our 
love and our joy are paſſions coincident, 
and therefore whatever we joy more in 
then we do in him , we may be preſum'd 
to loye better ; and if hecannot endure 
the competition of thoſe more ingenuous 
objects of our love he there mentions, how 
will he ſuff:r that of our vanities, our 
childiſh wantop appetites ? And yet thoſe 
arg the things after which we ſo impati- 
ently 


— 
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eg | ently rave, For I believe I may truly 
c'd | affirm, that if there were a ſcrutiny made 
rſi- | intoall the diſcontents of mankind , for 
Ir? | onethat were faſtned upon any great con- 
Sit | fidecable calamity, there are many that 
we | arcfounded only in the irregularity of 
the | our own deſires; | 
ich 20, By what has bin ſaid we may juſt. 
hat | ly conclude in the Prophets phraſe, God 
the | hath not bin to us a wilderneſs , a land of 
dat | darkneſs, Jer. 2. 31. but has graciouſly 
diſpenc'd tous in all our intereſts. Yet the 
Our | inſtances here given are only common, 
his # ſuch as relate to all, or ar leaſt the far 
to reater part of mankind : but what vo- 
im _ might be made, should every man 
-1f, ſet down his own particular experiences 
ror | of mercy? Inthat caſe*rwould be NO CX- 
me, | travagant Hyperbole we find, Joh. 22. 25. 
our | That even the world it ſelf could not contain 
nt, | the books which ſhould be written. God 
:in | knows our memories are very frail, and 
n'd | our obſervations ſlight in this point: yer 
ure | abſtrating from all the forgotten or neg- 
ous | leted favors, what vaſt Catalogues may 
ow | every man make to himſelf, if he would 
our | but yet recolle& , what effeAs he has had 
ole | of Gods bounty in giving', of his provie 
ati- | dence in proteRting , of his grate in re- 
atly | ſtraining, 


— 
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{training and exciting of his patience in 
. forbearing 2 And certainly all theſe pro- 
duCtions of the divine goodneſs were ne- 
ver defign'd todieinthe birth. The Pal. 
miſt will tellus, The Lord hath ſo don bs 
marvellous works, that they ought to be had 
in remembrance, Pl. 111. 4. Letevery man 
then make it hisdaily care to recount to 
himſelf the wonders God hath don, as for 
the children of men in general,fo for him- 
felf in particular, When the Lſrachtes 
murmured under their bondage , . Pha- 
raobþ imputes it to their idleneſs , and 
preſcribes them more work, as the rea- 
digeſt cure: a piece indeed of inhuman 
Tyranny in him, but may with equity 
and fucceſs be praQiced by us upon our 
ſelves. When we find our appetites mu- 
tinous, complaining of our preſent con» 
dition , let us ſetour ſelves to work , .im- 
poſe it as a task upon our ſelves to re» 
colle& the many inſtances of Gods mer- 
cies, And ſurely if we do it fincerely, 
and withintention, we cannot nave palt 
thro half our ſtages, before our ſullen 
murmurs will bz beat out of counte- 
* Nance, and retire with ſhame, when they 
areconfronted- with ſuch a cloud of wit- 
nefles, ſuch fignal teſtimonies of Gods 


good» 


"" Sucr. III. Of Gods Unlimited Bounty. 55 


oodneſs to us: for when we have mu. 
ſier'd up all our little grievances, moſt 
critically examin'd all our wants, we ſhall 
find them very unproportionable to our 
comforts, and toour receits 5 in which 
comparative notion, the next Settion is 
to conſider them, | 


Hog $ucr, 
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Sect, IV. 


Of the Surpluſage of our Enjoiments 


above our S ufferings. 


I. O regulate our eſtimate of thoſe 
things which we either enjoy br 
| ſufter,thereare three precedent queries to 
| ' be made: the firſt of their number or plen- 
| il ty , the ſecond of their weight, the third 
"ii of their conſtancy and continuance ; for 
according as they partake more of theſe 
properties every good is more good, and 
every evil is more evil. It wil therefore 
be our beſt method of trial in the pre- 
ſent caſe, to compare our bleſlings and 
our calamities in theſe three reſpeas, 

2. AnD firſt in thatof plenty, the 
mercies of God are the ſource of all our 
good, are fer out to us in holy ſcripture 
in the moſt ſuperlative ſtrein, They are 
mul: itude.Plal. 102. 20. Plenteous redemtion, 

. Pfal,130. 7. as high as the heaven, Pal, 
103 11. He fills oll things living with 
plenteouſieſs, Plal, 145. 16, His merCcies - 

dee 
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deed are ſuch as come nor within the 
compaſs of number , but ftretch them- 
ſelves to infinity, and are beſt repreſent- 
ed by ſuch a calculation as God made to 
Abraham, w:hen he ſhew'd him the nu- 
merouſneſs of his poſterity by the innu. 
merableneſs of the ſtars, Gen. 15.5. Were 
there buta ſingle mercy apportion'd to 
each minute of our lives, the ſum would 
ariſe very high : but how is our Arithme- 
tic confounded , when every minute has 
more then we can diſtintly number ? 
For beſides the original ſtock mention'd 
in the laſt ſe&ion, and the acceſſion of 
new bounty , the giving us ſomewhat 
which we had not before; what an accu- 
mulative merCcy 15 it, the preſerving what 
wehave? We are made up of ſo many 
pieces, have ſuch varieties of intereſts , 
ſpiritual, temporal,public, and private;for 
our ſelves, for our friends, and dependants; 
that it is nota confuſed general regard 
that will keep all theſe inſecurity one mo- 
ment. We are likea vaſt building , which 
coſts as much to maintainzasto erect. And 
indeed conſidering the corruptibleneſs of 
our materials , our preſervation isno leſs 
a work of omnipotence , then our firſt 
forming: nay perhaps tis rather a greater. 

H Our 
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Our original clay thoit had no aptneſs, 
yet it had noaverſions to the receiving 
a human form ; but was in the haad of the 
potter to make it waat he pleaſed ; but we 
now have principles of decay within us; 
which vehemently tend to diflolution); 
we want the ſupplies of ſeveral things 
without us, the failing whereof return us 
again to ourduſt, Nay we do not only 
necd the aid, but we fear the hoſtility of 
outward things. That very air which ſom- 
times refreſhes us, may at another ſtarve 
and freeze us: that which warms and 
comforts, has alſo a power of conſu- 
ming us. Yea thar very meat which nu- 
riſhes, may choak and ftifle us, In a 
word,there is no creature ſo deſpicable, fo 
inconſiderable, which may not ſomtiimes 
ſerve us, and which may not at any time 
( if God permit) ruine us. Now whence 
is it that we ſo conſtantly , ſo frequentl 

find the good, the benign efficacy of cheſs 
things, and ſo ſeldom, ſo rarely the evil? 
whence I fay is it, but from the aCtive 
unwearied providence, which draws forth 
the berter propertiesof the creatures for 
ouruſe, and reſtrains the worſer for our 
ſecurity ? which witha particular adver- 
tence watches not only oyer every m_ 
ON, 
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ſon, but over every ſeyeral concern of 
that perſon. And how aſtoniſhing a con- 
templation is this? If the mere ebbing and 
flowing of the ſea, put the Philoſopher 
into ſuch an extaſy, that he flung him- 
ſelf into it becauſe he could not com. 
prehend the inſcrutable cauſe of it ; in 
what perpetual raptures of admiration 
may we be, who have every minute with- 
in us,and about us,more and greater won- 
ders,and thoſe too in our favor, when we 
deſerve rather the divine power ſhould 
exert it ſelf in our deſtrution 

3. Bur alasourdanger from the vi- 


|Efible creature, is lictle compar'd with 


thoſe from the ſpirits of darkneſs. We wre- 
He not only with fleſh and blood, but with 
Principalities and Powers, with ſpiritual 
wickedneſs, &c. Eph. 6.12. Soinveterate 
isthe enmity between the Serpent and the 
ſeed of the Woman in general , that he 
watches all advantages againſt us, not on- 
ly in our ſouls, but even our bodies, our 


" goods , and in every part of our concerns, 


Thus we ſee he not only aſſaulted Fobs 
foul by the wicked infinuations of his 
Wife, (with more effe& ) his body 
with boiles and ſores, his poſſeſhons by 
the Chaldeans and Sabeans, and the 1- 

H 2 mages 
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mages of himſelt, his deareſt Children, by 
a wind from the wilderneſs. Job. 1. And 
can we think his malice is now worn out? 
no ſurely he ſtiil wiſh:s as 1ll to mankind 
asever, and we ſhould ſoon ſee the woful 
effe&s of it,did not the ſame power which 
ler him looſe for Jobs trial, reſtrain him 
for our ſafety. Nay had he bur power to 
affright, tho not to hurt us, even that 
n——_ make our lives very uncomforta- 
ble. We cannot hear the relation of Spri- 
ghts or apparitions, but our blood chill 
upon it, and a horror runs thro our yeins: 
what ſhould we then do if he ſhould make 
his night-walks thro our chambers, anc 
with his illuſory terrors diſturb our reſt! 
Yet all this and much morc he would do 
if God did not chain up this old Dragon 
Rev. 20. Nay it he werc not at the ex 
pence of a guard aboutus, and thoſe nc 
leſs then Angels. I ſhall not diſpute whe 
ther every perſon hath not his peculia 
Guardian : for tho inany have not imprc 
bably aſſerted it, we have ground cnoug! 
of acquieſcence in the gen2ral affirmatiot 
of the Apoſtle, that they are all miniſtrin 
Spirits, ſent forth tominiſier for them, wi 
ſhall be heires of Salvation, Heb. 1. 1 
And now it the Reader pleaſe to fu 
U 


Secr,lV. Enjoiments above Sufferings. 6 


up how many are his concerns, and how 
many are the dangers which await him in 
them all, he cannot ſure render the ac- 
count of thoſe mercies which preſerve 
the one, and divert the other, in any other 
phraſe then that of the Pſalmiſt, They are 

more then 1am able to expreſs, Pla.go.7. 
4+ W 8 may now challenge the moſt 
miſerable, or the moſt querulous man 
living, to produce cauſes of complaint, 
proportionable to thoſe of thanks-giving. 
He that has the greateſt ſtock of calami- 
ties, can never vye with the heapsof be- 
nefits ; the djſproportion is greater then 
that of the Armies of Ahab and Benha- 
dad, 1 Kings. 20. 27. whereof the one 
was like two 1ittle flocks of Kids, the other 
filled the country. God has told us that 
he affl:fts not willingly,nor grieves the chil- 
dren of men, Lam. 3. 33. whereas on the 
contrary, he del/gh:eth in mercy. Mich. 7. 
18, We may judge by our ſelves which 
he is likelie(t often to repete , thoſe acts 
which he doth with regret and reluQancy, 
or thoſe which he do's with plefure and 
delight. But we need no infdrences where 
we have the atteſtation of experience, 
Let every man therefore make this his 
judge in this caſe, let him every night 
re- 


— 
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recolle&t , how many things within and 
abour him he is concern'd in, and Con- 
fider how many of thoſe have bin pre- 
ſerv'd intire to him, ſtill accounting every 
thing ſo continued as a new donation. If 
he begin with his Spiritual ſtate , tis too 
ſible he may ſomtimes find he has loſt 
isinnocence , committed ſome , perhaps 

. many fins: but even in theſe hewill find 
*cauſe to juſtify God, if hedo but recol- 
Iet with what inward checks and admo- 
Nitions, and outward reſtraints, God has 
endeyored to bridle hum. If he will break 
thro thoſe fences , that do's not at all de- 
rogate from the mercy of God which ſo 
guarded him, but it rather illuſtrates his 
goodneſs, thatafter ſo many quenchings 
of his Spirit, do's yet continue its influ- 
ence. So thateven he that has the moſt 
deplorably violated his integrity,is yet to 
confeſs that Gods purpoſe was to have 
frm" itintire : and he mightreally ſo 
ave keptit, had he compli'd with thoſe 
aids which were afforded him.But in tem- 
poral concerns we are not ſo apt to under- 
mine our ſelves, and therefore ſhall much 
more rarely find we have ſuffer'd detri- 
mentin them , then in our ſpiritual ; bur 
are there ordinarily like to meet with a 
better 
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better account. Let a man therefore con. 
ſider what is lacking to him of all the ſe. 
cular good things he had in the morn- 
ing, and tell me whether for the moſt 
part he may notgive ſuchan account, as 
the //raehtiſh othicers did of their men 
after the ſlaughter of the Midienites ; that 
he hath not Io one. Num. 31.39. Or if 
ſomtimes he do ſuffer a diminution, yet 
at the worſt he will find that many more 
good things have bin preſerv*d tohim, 
then have bin taken from him, A man 
may perhaps meet with ſome dammage in 
his eſtate, yet tis manifold odds that that 
dammage is bur partial , and that he has 
ſtill more left then is loſt, Or if it be 
more intire ; yet if he have his health , his 
limbs, his ſeaſes,his friends, and all things 
befide his eſtate left him , ſo rhat for one 
thing he has loſt, he ſtill retains a multi- 
tude , he may ſay of it as the Diſciples of 
the few Loaves, what & this among ſo many, 
Mat.14.17. Ariſt:ppus being bemoan'd for 
the loſs of a Farm, replid with ſome ſharp- 
neſs upon his Condoler,you have bur one 
field, and 1 have yet three lefr,why ſhould 
I not rather grieve for you? intimating 
thata man is not ſo much ro eſtimate what 
he has loſt , as what he haslefr., A pre 
O 
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of wiſdoiu which if we would tranſcribey 
we might quickly convince ourſelves,that 
even jn our molt adverſe eſtate there areas 
Elijah ſpeaks, more with us then against us, 
2King.6.16. that ourenjoiments are more 
then our ſufferings,andGods aQts of grace 
do far out-number thoſe of his ſeverity. 
5. AnD as they do out-number,ſoalſo 
do they out-weigh them, 'The mercies 
we receive from God are ( as the laſt S2- 
Ction has ſhew'd ) of the greateſt impor- 
rance, the moſt ſubſtantial ſolid goods ; 
and the greareſt of all, I mean thoſe which 
concern ourcternal ſtate,are ſo firmly fixt 
on us, that uvleſs we will voluntarily quit 
our clame, tis not inthe power of men 
or devils to defeat us. Light bodies are 
calily blown away by every guſt of wind, 
bur this wezght of glory , as the Apoſtle calls 
it, 2 Cor. 4. 17. continues firm and ſta- 
— ble, is proof againſt all ſtorms , like the 
Woadow of a great rock in a weary Land. Ilai, 
32. 2, Thole dark adumbrations we have 
—of it, might have ſerved to refreſh and 
deceive the tediouſaeſs of our pilgrimage, 
and therefore the moſt formidable cala- 
mities of this life are below all meſures of 
compariſon with-this hope ofour calling, 
this riches of the glory of our inheritance. 
Eph, 
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Eph. 3.16. The heavieſt and molt preſſing 
of our atfliftions are to that, bx like the 


fmall duſt of the balance : Ela: 40. 15. fo 


that if we ſhould here ſtop our inquiſition, 
we have a ſufficient reſolution of the pre. 
ſent queſtion, and muſt conclude, that 
God has given usan abundant counter- 
poiſe of all, weeither do orcan ſuffer 
here. 

6. I F therefore there be any ſo for- 
lorn as to temporals , that he can fetch 
thence no evidence of Gods fatherly care 
of him, yet this one conſideration may 
ſolve his doubts, and convince hi that 
he 1s not abdicated by him. We read of 
nogifts Abraham gave Iſaac, yet to the 
fons of the concubins tis ſaid he did, Gen, 
25. 6. It had bina very fallacious infe- 
rence, if 1/2ac ſhould have concluded 
himſelf negle&ed, becauſe his far greater 

rtion was but in reverſions. Andir 
will be the ſame in any of us , if we argue 
an unkindnefs from, any temporal wants 
who have the entail of an eternal inheri- - 
tance, But ſurely God do's not leave himſelf 
without witneſs, AR. 14. 17. even in ſecu- 
lar things ; there is no man breathing but 
has ſome bleffings of his left hand , as well 
as his right, asI havealready mention'd p 

an 


66 The Art of Contentment, 


and unleſs it be ſome few prodigies of 
Calamity, in whoſe puniſhment or pati- 
ence God deſigns fignally to glorify him- 
ſelf, there are none who enjoy not great- 
er Comforts of life then thoſe they want, 
I mean ſuch as are really greater , tho per- 
haps, to their prejudicate fancies they do 
not appearſo. Thus in point of health, 
it a man be diſafteted in one part, yet 
all the reſt of his body may be (and of- 
ecn is) well; or if he havea complica- 
tion , and have more then one difcaſe, 
yer there is Noman that hasall , or half 
ſo many as are incident to human bo- 
dies, ſothat he is comparatively more 
healthy then flick. So again it is not ve- 
ry common fora man to loſea limb, or 
ſenſe; the generality of men keep them 
to their laſt; and they who do, Gy» 
that an overbalance to moſt outward 
adverſitiesz and even they who are ſo 
unhappy to loſe one, yet commonly 
keep the reſt;at leaſt the Major part: or if 
atany time auy man islefr a mere breath- 
ing trunk, yet it is by ſuch ſtupifying 
ditcaſes as dead the ſenſe, or fach mor- 
tal ones as ſoon rake them away ; and ſo 
the remedy overtakes the Malady. Be- 

ſides it pleaſes God very often, to make 
; COM 
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compenſation for the want of one mem. 
ber or faculty by improving the uſe of 
another. We have ſeen feet ſupply all 
the neceſſary uſes of hands tothoſe who 
have had none; and it isa thing of daily 
obſervation that men that are blind, have 
the greater internal light: have their in- 
telle&s more vigorous and ative, by their 
abſtra&tions from vihible obje&s. 

7. THvs allo it is in the matter of 
wealth ; hethat is forced to get his bread 
by the ſweat of his browes , tis true he 
cannot have thoſe delicacies wherewirh 
rich men abound ; yet his labor helps him 
to a more poignant , more ſavory ſauce 
then a whole Colledg of Epicures can 
compound. His hunger gives a higher 
_ to his dry cruſt, then the ſurfeited 

omach can find inthe moſt coſtly, moſt 
elaborate mixtures: ſo verifying the 0b. 
ſervation of Solomon, the full ſoul loat h:th 
the hony comb , but to the hungry ſoul e- 
very bitter thing is ſweet, Prov. 27. 7. He 
cannot indeed ſtretch himſelf upon his bed of 
Ivory, Am. 6,4. yet his ſleeps are ſoun- 
der then thoſe that can, The Wiſe man 
tells us , and experience do's ſotoo, that 
the /leep of a laboring man is ſweet, Þ.ccles. 
5. 12, He is not clothed Mt + 
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has not the ſplendor of glittering appa-+ 
rel, ſo neither has he the care of con- 
trivingit, the fears of being fore-ſtal'd 
in a new iuvention , or any of thoſe un- 
manly ſolicitudes which attend that vas 
nity. He has the proper genuine uſe of 
clothing 3 the preventing thame and cold, 
and is happily determin'd to that which 
the wiſer men of the world have volun. 
tarily cholen, To conclude, he has one 
advantage beyond all theſe z his neceſſ- 
ties reſcue lum from idleneſs, and all its 
conſequent temtations z which is ſo great 
a benetit, that if rich men be not their 
own task-maſters as his wants are his, if 
they do not provide themſelves of buſt 
nels, that one want of theirs is infinith 
more deplorable then all his: and he 
not only happy comparatively with him- 
felt, in having better things then he wants, 
but with them allo, 

8. IF we come now to reputation 
and fame, the account will be much the 
ſame, hethat is eminent in the world for 
ſome grcar atchievement, is ſetup asat 
objeCt of every mans remark, when as hi 
excellencies on the one hand are viſible, 
{o his faults and blemiſhes are on theo 
ther. And as human frailty makes it too 


pro 
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probable theſelater will be really more,1o 
human envy makes it ſure that they ſhall 
be more preciſely , more curiouſly obſer- 
ved, and more loudfy blazon'd. So that 
upon the whole, a good quict ſecurity, 
tho it benot the road to glory , yet is the 
likelieſt tence againſt infamy, And in- 
deed he that can keep up the repute of 
a ſober integrity within his own pri- 
vate ſphere , need not envy the trium- 
phant fallies of others, which often meet 
with a fatal turn at the later end of the 
day. But twill be ſaid that even that 
more moderate ſort of reputation is not 
every mans portion, but that many lie un- 
der great ignominy and ſcandals. I ſhall 
here ask whether thoſe be juſt orunjuſlt : 
If they be juſt they belong not to our 
preſent ſubjeft, which relates onl y to 
thoſe inflicions which are the effets of 
Gods immediate providence, not of our 
own crimes ; for I never doubted but that 
by thoſe we may diveſt our ſelves of any, 
nay of all the good things God has de- 
ſignd us. But if the obloquy be uuyjuſt, 
tis probable that 'tis taken up only by ill 
men, and that the good pals a more C- 
quitable ſentence; and then ſurely the at- 
te:tation of a few ſuch, is able to out- 

weigh 
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weigh a multitude of the others. Andin 
this caſe a man may not only find pa- 
rience bur pleſure in reproches. Socrates 
lookt with trouble and jealouſy on him- 
ſ:lf when ill men commended him , ſay- 
ing, W hat ill have I don? and ſurea Chri- 
ſtian has a farther reaſon to be pleas'd 
with their revilings, they being his ſecu- 
rity againſt the woe pronounc'd to thoſe 
whom all men ſpeak_ well of, Luke 6. 26. 
But ſomtimes it happens, that even good 
men are ſeddc'd , and either by the artifi- 
ces of the wicked, or their own too haſty 
credulity , give credit to unjuſt reports, 
And this I confeſs is a ſharp trial to the in- 
jur'd perſon, yet even this cannot often be 
univerſal z there can ſcarce be any inno- 
cence ſo torlorn but that there may be 
opportunities of clearing it to ſome or 0- 
ther,and by thempropagating it to more, 
and if the cloud ever come to be dif- 
pers'd their tame will appear with the 
brighter luſter. But if none of this hap- 
pen, they have yet acertain and more 
blefſed retreat, even an appeal to the un- 
erring judg, who never beholds us with 
more appcobation,then when we are un- 
der the unjuſt condemnation of men. In- 
deed we have then a double tie upon him, 
nor 
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notonly hisjuſtice but his pity is concern'd 
in our cauſe. God particulary owns him- 
ſelf as the refuge of the oppreſſed , and 
there is ſcarce a ſharper and more ſenſible 
oppreſlion then this of Calumany : yet e- 
ven this proves advantage, whilſt it pro- 
cures Gods immediate patronage , makes 
us the obje&ts of his more peculiar care 
and compaſſion, who can make our 71g bte- 
ouſneſs as clear as the light, P1a.37. 6. it he 
ſee it fit; but if in his wiſdom he chuſe 
not that for us, 'tis comfort enough for us 
that we have approv'd it to him. Twas 
Elkanahs queſtion to Hannah in her dil- 
conſolatiun . Am not 1 better to thee then 
ten Sons ? 1 Sam. 1,8, And ſure we may 
fay thelike of Gods approbation, that tis 
better to us, I ſay not then ten, but ren 
thouſand Eulogies of men. The very E- 
choof it in the teſtimony of a good con- 
ſcience is an unſpeakable comfort , and 
this voice ſounds more audibly , more 
ſweetly , among the loudeſt, the harſheſt 
accuſations of men. So that we ſee even 
this aſſault too is not without its guard,8c 
theſe waters of Marah, Exo.15.23. may be 
render'd not only wholeſom bur pleſant. 
9. I have now inſtanced in the three 
moſt general concerns of human life,the 
Body, 


72 The Art of Contentmentr. 


Body, Goods, and Fame, to which heads 
may be reduced moſt of the affligions 
incident to our out-ward ſtate , as far as 
immediately concerns our ſelves. But 
there 1s no man ſtands fo ſingle in the 
world, but he has ſomerelations or friends 
in wluch he thinks himſelf intereſſed, and 
many times thoſe oblique ſtrokes which 
wound us thro them, are as painful as 
the more direct : 'yet here alfo God 1s 
ord.narily pleas'd to provide fome allaies, 
it we would but take notice of them. He 
who las had one friend die, has ordina- 
rily divers others ſurviving or if he have 
not that, uſually God raiſes him up others, 
Tis true we cannot have a ſucceſſion of 
Fathers and Mothers, yet we often have 
of other friends that are no leſs helpful 
tous: and indeed there are ſcarce in a- 
ny thing more remarkable evidences of 
Providence, then in this particular, He 
that is able out of flones to raiſe up chil- 
dien to Abraham , Mat, 3. 9. do's many 
times by as unexpeRcd a produRion ſup» 
ply friends to the deſolate. But we do ſom- 
rimes loſe our friends while they are li- 
ving,they withdraw their kindneſs which 
is the ſoul of friendſhip : and if this hap- 
pen by our own demerit, we can accuſe 

Nei- 
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neither God nor them for it : nor can we 
rationally expe& that God ſhall provide 
ſupplies , when we wilfully deſpoile our 


ſelves. Bat when they ace unkind with- 


out provocation , then is the ſ-aſon for 
his interpofition, who uſes ro take up the 
whom Father and Mother forſake,Pſa.27 10, 
and we frequently fce ſignal proofs of his 
care inexCciting the compaſhons of other 
friends and relatives, or perhaps of mere 
ſtrangers, Nayſomtimes God makes the 
inhumanity of a mans relations, the cc. 
calion of hisadvantage, Thus the bar. 
barous malice of Joſephs brethen was rhe 
firſt ſtep to his Dominion over Egypr. 
Anditisa common obſervation in Fami- 
hes, that te moſt diſcoutenanc'd chijd 
oft makes better proof, then the deafl. 
ing. 

c We areyetliabletoa.third affli- 
fion by the calamity of our friends , 
which by the Sympathy of Kindneſs pref. 
ſes us no leſs (perhaps more ) ſenſibly 
then our own-: but then tis to be conſi- 
der'd , that theirs are capable of the ſame 
allaying circumſtances that oursare , and 
God has the ſame arts of alleviating their 
burdens , fo that we have the fame argu- 
ments for acquieſcence in their ſufferings 

K thar 
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that we have in our own , and ſhall doa 


more friendly office in impreſſing thoſe 
upon them, then in the moſt pallicach 
adopting their ſorrows, 

I1. T n s laſt and greateſt diſcomfort 
from friends, is that of their ſin: andif 
ever we may be allow'd that diſconſolate 
ſtrein of the Prophet, Eſa. 22, 4. 7urn 
away from me , I will weep bitterly , Iabor 
not to comfort me; this ſeems to be the 
time: yet even this vally of Achor is not 
without a door of hope, Hol. 2.15. A vici- 
ous perſon may be recalled , multitudes 
have bin z ſo that aslong as God conti. 
nueslife , we ought no more todepoſite 
our hop2, then to quit our endevor. Be. 
fides there are few that make this com- 
plaint that have not ſomthing to balance, 
orat leaſt to lighten it, I ſhall inſtance 
in that relation which is the neareſt and 
molt tender, that of a Parent, He that 
has one bad child may have diyers good, 
If he have but one virtuous tis a very great 
mercy z and tis another that he may be 
the better taught to value it by the op- 
poſition of the contrary, Burt if any be 
ſounhappy as to have many children, and 
all to conſume his ties and grieve his heart, 
2Sam.2.33.it may be aſcaſonable —_—— 

or 
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forhim to examin how far he has contri- 
buted to it either by Eles fond indul-» 
gence, orby aremils and careleſs educa. 
tion : or which is worſt of all, by his moſt 
impious example. Ifany,or all of thoſe be 
found the caule, he is not ſo much to ſeek 
for allaies to his griet,as for pardon of his 
fin: and when he has penitently retrated 
his own fault, he may then have better 
ground of hope that God may reform 
thoſe of his children. In the mean time he 
may look on his own affliction in them as 
Gods diſcipline on him, and gather at 
leaſt this comfort from it , that his hea» 
yenly Father has more care of him, then 
he had of his; and do's not leave him 
uncorreced. 

12. THus we ſceinall the concerns 
(which are the moſt common and im- 
portant of human life , and wherein the 
juſteſt of our complaints .are uſually 
founded ) there isſuch a temperature and 
mixture, that the good do's more then 
equal the ill , and not only in the groſler 
bulk , when our whole ftate is weighed 
together , but in eyery ſingle branch of 
itz God having herein dealt with this 
little world Man, as he has don with the 
greater, wherein he is obſery'd to have 
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turnithed every country with Specific res 
medies for their peculiar diſeaſes, 1 have 
only given theſe ſhort hints by way of 
eſſay and pattern .tor the Readers Ccon- 
templation, which when he ſhall have ex- 
tended to all thofe more minute particu- 
lars wherein he is eſpecially concern'd, 
more Curiouſly compard his ſufterings 
with his allaies and comforts; I cannot 
doubt but he wijl own himſelf an in- 
ſtance of the truth of the preſent Theſis, 
and confels, that he has much more cauſe 
of thankftulneſs then complaint. 

13. TH 1s I ſay ſuppoling his afflicti- 
ons to be of thoſe more tolid and conſide- 
rable ſorts I have before mention'd. But 
how many are there who haye few or 
none of ſuch, who ſeem to be ſeated in the 
land of Goſhen, in a place excmt from all 
the plagues that infe& their Neighbors? 
And thoſe one would think ſhould givea 
ready ſuffrage to this concluſion, as ha- 
ving notemtation to opugn it;yet I doubt 
tis tar otherwiſe, and that ſuch men are 
. of all the moſt unſatisfied. 'For tho they 
have no crofles of Gods impoſing , they 
uſully create a multitude to themtelves 
And here we may fay with David, it 
better to fall into the hand of God, then in- 
{0 
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to the band of man, 2 Sam, 24. 14. tis eaſt:r 
to bear the afti&tions God ſends, then 
thoſe we make to our ſelves. Higgge li- 
mited both for quantity and quality, but 
our own are as boundiefs as thoſe extra- 
vagant deſires from which they ſpring. 

14. An thisis the true cauſe _ con- 
tearment is ſo much aſtranger to thoſe 
who have all the outward cauſes of it, 
they have no d-fitite meſure of their de- 


fires, ris not the ſupply of all their real 


wants will ſerve their turn, their appe- 
tites are precarious and depend upon: con- 
tingencies. They hunger not b2cauſe 
they are emty, but becauſe others are full, 
Many a man could have liked his own 
portion well enongh, had he not ſeen an- 
other have ſomthing he liked better, Nay 
even the moſt incorfilerable things ac- 
quire. a value by being anothers , when 
we deſpiſe much greater of our.own. 4- 
bab mig'\t well have ſatisfied himſelf with 
the Kingdom of //7ae! , had not N. boths 
poor plot lain inhis eie: but ſo raving 
were his deſires after it, that he diſreliſhes 
all the pomps of a »Crown, yea the ordi- 
nary refreſhment of Nature, can eat 10 
bread till he have that to furniſh:him with 
dallads, 1 King. 21.2, And how many 

are 
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are there now adaies whoſe clothes fit un- 
eaſy, if they ſee another have had burthe 
luck to be alittle more ingenioully vain; 

whoſe meat is unſavory if they have ſeen 

buta greater rarity , a newer cookery at 

anothers Table; in a word who make 0- 

ther peoples exceſſes the ſtandard of their 

own felicities. 

15. Nox are our appetites only exci- 
Cited thus by our outward objects, but 
precipitated and hurried on by our 1n.' 
ward luts, The proud man ſo longs for 
homage and adoration, that — can 
pleaſe him it that be wanting. Haman 
can find no guſt in all the ſenſualities of 
the Perſian Court, becauſe a poor deſpi- 
cable Jew denies his abaiſance, Eſt 15.13. 
The luſtful ſo impatiently purſues his im-, 
pure deſigns, that any difficulty he meets 
in them, makes him pine and languiſh like 
Amnon , who could no way recover his 
own health but by violating his ſiſters ho- 
nor,2 Sam.13. 14. The revengeful labors 
ander an Hydropic thirſt till he have the 
bloyd of his enemy : all the liquor of Ab- 

ſoloms ſheep-ſheering could not quench 
his, without the ſlaughter of his brother, 
2 $21m.1.29. And thus every one of our pal. 


ſions keeps us upon the rack till chey here 
| 0 
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obtained their deſigns, Nay when they 


| have, the very emtineſs of thoſe acqui- 


fitions is a new torment , and puts us up- 
on freſh purſuits. Thus between the im- 
petuouſneſs of our deſires, and the emti- 
neſs of our enjoiments, we ſtill diſquiet 
our ſelves in vain, Pla. 39. 7. And whilſt 
we have ſuch cruel task-maſters, tis not 
ſtrange to find us groaning under our bur- 
dens, If we will indulge to all our vi- 
cious or fooliſh appetites, think our lives 
bound up with them , and folicite the 
ſatisfa&ion of them with as impatient a 
vehemence , as Fachel did for children, 
Gen. 30. 1. gzve me them or [ die : no won- 
derthat we are alwaies complaining of 
diſappointments , ſince in theſe the very 
ſucceſs is a defeat, and 18 bat the exchange- 
ing the "pain of a m_— ravenous fto- 
mach, Fn that of a cloi'd and nauſcated, 
Indeed men of this temper condemn 
themſelves to a perpetual reitleſsneſs,they 
are like ohanraltic mutineers, who when 
their ſuperiors ſend them blanks to write 


their own conditions, know not what will 


= them : and even Omnipotence it 
elf cannot fatisfy theſe till it have new 
moulded them, and reduced their deſires 
toa Certainty. 

16, BUT 


— 
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16. BuT in the mean time how un- 
juſtly do they accuſe God of ill:b-cality, 
becauſe every thing anſwers not their hu- 
mor ? He has made them reaſonable crea- 
tures, and has provided them fatisfaCtions 
 Proportiouable to their nature ; bur if 
they will have wild irrational expeQa- 
tions, neither his wiſdom , nor his good- 
neſs is concern'd to ſatisfy thoſe, His 
ſupplies are real and ſolid, and therefore 
have no correſpondence to imaginary 
wants. If we will create ſuch to our elves, 
why do we not create an imaginary ſatis- 
faction to them £ Twere the merrier fren- 
zy of the two, tobe hke the mad Athe- 
214n that thought all the ſhips that came 
into the harbor his own : and *cwere bet- 
ter /xjonlike to have our Arms fill'd with 
a cloud, theu to have them perpetually 
beating our own breaſts , and be till tor- 
menting our ſelves with uuſatisfiable de- 
ſires, Yet this is the ſtate to which men 
voluntarily ſubje themſelves, and then 
quarrel at God becauſe they will not [et 
themſelves be happy. Burt ſure their ve 
ry complaints juſtify God, and argue that 
he has dealr very kindly with them , and 
afforded them all the neceſſary accommo- 
dations of life: for did they want them, 
| they 
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they would not be ſo ſenlible of the want 
of the other, He that isat perfe& eaſe may 
feel with ſome vexation the biting of a 
flea or gnat, which would not be atall ob 
ſervable if he were upon the rack. And 
ſhould God change the ſcene , and make 
theſe nice people feel the deſtitution of 
neceſſaries 3 all theſe regrets about ſuper- 
fluities would be over-whelmed, 1n the 
mean time how deplorable a thing is it, 

that we are ſtill the poorer for Gods boun- 
ty, that thoſe to whom he has opened his 
hand wideſt, ſhould open their mouth ſo 


-F too, in out-cries and imurmurs ? For I 


think I may ſay that generally, thoſe that 
are the fartheſt remoy'd from want, are 


-| ſo from content too; they take no notice 


of a | the real ſubſtantial bleſſings they 
enjoy , leave theſe (like the ninery nine 
ſh2ep 12 the wilderneſs ) 'forgotten and 
negle&ted, to go in queſt after ſome fu- 
vitive ſatisfation , which like a ſhadow 
flies ſtill faſter in proportion to their pur+ 
ſuit, 

17. AND now would Gol they could 
be recalled from this unprofitable chace, 
and inſtead of the Horſleeches note, Give, 
give, Prov. 30. 15. take up thar of the 
Plalmiſt > what ſhall 7 render to the =_ 
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for all the benefits he hath don unto me? Pla, 
I16.12, Let them count how many va- 
luable or rather ineſtimable things , they 
have received from his mercy , and then 
confront them with thoſe corretions 
they have found from his juſtice z and if 
they do this umpartially, 1 doubt not they 


will find wherewithall to check their | 
higheſt mutinies z and will j oin with me | 
in confeſling , that their good things a- | 


bundantly out-weigh their ill. 
18, IF now we Carry on the compari- 
ſon to the laſt circumſtance,and conſider 


the conſtancy,we ſhall find as wide a diffe. 
rence, Let us take the Pſalmiſts teſti- | 
mony,and there will appear a very diſtant þ 


date of his mercies and pnniſhments. Hi | 
mercies endure for ever, Plal. 156. whereas | 
his wrath endures but the twinkling of an 


eie,Plal. 30.5. And accordingly God owns 
his acts of ſeverity as his ſtrange work, Iſa. 


28, 21, that which he reſorts to only up- 
on ſpecial emergencies ; but his mercies | 


are renewed every morning , Lam. 3.25. 


and doubcleſs we may all upon trial affirm | 
the ſame. There are many of the moſt ne- 


ceſſary comforts of lifewhich do not on-F 


ly ſomtimes viſit us {as gueſts, but dwell þ 


with us as 1nmates and domeſtics, How 
many 
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many arethere who have lived in a per- 
petual aflaence from their cradles to their 
graves, have never known what it is to 
want ? And tho the goods of fortune are 
perhaps leſs conſtant to ſome, yet the re. 
refreſhments of nature are uſually ſo to 
us all. We eat anddrink, we fleep, we 


2 recreate, we Converſe in a Continued Cir- 
E cle, and go our round almolt as conftant- 
| ly asthe ſun do's his. | Or if God do's 


ſomrimes a little interrupt us 1n it, put 
ſome ſhort reſtraint upon our refrc ſh- 
ments, yet that comparatively to the 


| time we enjoy them, is but proportiona- 
| bleto the ſtop he has ſomtimes made of 
| the Sun, Jo. 10. 13. 2 Kings 20. 8. or of 
{ the ſea, Exod, 14. 21. which as they were 


no ſubverſions of the courſe of nature, 
ſoneither are thoſe. ſhort pauſes he ſom- 


| times makes, a repeal of thoſe fixt and 
; cuſtomary benefics his providence uſual- 
| lyallotsus. But who is there can ſay that 


any one of his afflitions has bin of equal 
continuance,or has Preſt him with ſo tew 


| intermifſions ? Perhaps he may have miſt 


ſome few nights ſleep: but what isthat ro 
a twelve-months,or perhaps a whole lives 
enjoing it? Tis poflible his ſtomach and 
his meat have not alwaies bin ready to. 
L 2 gether, 
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gether; bur how much otrner have they} 
' met to his delight? and generally thoſeF- 
things that are moſt uſefu], are but rarely 
interrupted. Nay to a great many even 
the delicacies of life are no leſs conſtant, 
and their luxuries are as quotidian as their 
bread : whereas unleſs their vices or their 
fancies create uneaſineſles to them, thoſe 
that come immediately from Gods hand, | 
make long intermiſſions and ſhort ſtaies, 
Yer for all this they that ſhould meſure 
by the unceſſantneſs of mens complaints, 
would judg that the ſcene was quite Ie- 
verit, and that our good things are as| 
Joh ſpeaks , ſwift er then a weavers ſhuttle,| 
Job. 7. 6. whilſt our ill, like Gehaxies 
Leproſy , cleave inſeparably tous, 2 King, 
5. 10, 

19. Tax truth jg we will not letour 
ſelves enjoy thoſe jntervals God allowes 
us, but when a Calamity do's retire we 
will ſtill keep it in Gaion and imagina- | 
tion; revolve it in our minds, and bef 
cauſe it ts poſſible it may return, look up- 
on it as not gon, Like Aguiſh patients} 
we count our ſelves fick on our well-day, 
becauſe we expe a fit the next. A ſtrange 
ſtupid folly thus to court vexation , and 
be miſtrable in Chimera, Do's any man 

Or 
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+ ſtaſtful reliſh ſtill in his mouth, ro chew 


the cud upon gall and wormwood? yet 
certainly S__ are a multitude of people 
whoſc lives arc imbitter'd to them merely 
by theſe fantaſtic imaginary ſufferings. 
Nor do we only fright our ſelves with 
images and Ideas of paſt calamitics, but 


| wedreſs up new bugbears and mormoes, 


wry WE 


are Poetic and aerial in our inventions, 
and lay Romantic ſcenes of diftrelles. 
This is a thing very incident to jealous 
natures, who areialwaies raiſing alarms 
to themſelves. A ſufpicious man looks. 
on every body with dread. One man he 
fears has deſigns upon his fortune , an- 
other on his reputation, perhaps a third 
upon his life : whilt in the mean time, 
the only ill deſign againſt him is ma- 
naged by him(ſclf, his own cauſelels fears 
and jealoufies which put him in a ſtate 
of hoſtility with all the world ; and do 


| ofcen betray him to the very things he 
| groundleſly ſuſpeted, For it is not ſel- 


dom ſeen that men have incurrd real 
miſchiefs by a fond fſolicitude of a- 
voiding imaginary ones. 1 do not que- 
ſton but this is a ſtate calamitous e- 


nough , and ſhall acknowledg 1t og y 
ike- 


my 
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likely that ſuch perſons ſhall have little 
or no truce from their troubles, who 
have ſuch an exhauſted ſpring within 
themſelves; yet we may ſay to them as 
the Prophet did to the houſe of Jacob, 
1s the ſpirit of the Lord firattned? are 


theſe his doings ? Mich, 2.7, Such men | 
muſt not cry out-that Gods hand lies Þ 
heavy upon them, but their own ; and |þ 


ſo can b2 no impeachment to the truth 
of our obſeryation , that Gods bleſſings 
are of a longer duration, keep a more 


fixt ſteddy courſe then hispuniſhments, Þ 
The reſult of all is, that the generality F 
of mankind; have good things (even as 
to temporals ) which do in the three re- F 
ſpets tore-mention'd exceed the ill, I F 


mean the tcue and real ills which God 


ſends, tho not thoſe fanciful ones they F 


raiſe to themſelves. 


20, And now why ſhould it not ap- | 
pear a reaſonable propolition that men | 


ſhould entertain themſelves wichthe ple- 
ſanter parts of Gods diſpenſations to 


them, and not alwaies pore upon the | 


\ harſher: eſpecially fince the former are 
ſo much a fairer obje&, and perpetual- 
ly in their cie , why ſhould we look on 


the | 
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the more ſadning ſpectacles of human 
frailty or misfortune , throall the mag- 
_— optics our fancies can ſupply, 
and perverſly turn away our cies from 
the Chearfuller? Yet this God knows is 
too much the caſe with moſt of us. How 
nicely and critically do we obſerve eve. 


* ry lirctleadverſe accident of our lives? 
? what tragical {tories of them do our me- 
* mories preſent us with? When alas a 


whole current of proſperity glides by 
without our notice. Like little children 
our fingers are never off the ſore place, 


| till we have pickt every light ſcratch in- 
; toan Ulcer, Nay like the lender ſort 
| of beggers, we make artificial ſores to 


give us a pretence of complaint, And 


| Can we then expe God ſhould concern 


himſelf in the cure ? Indeed in the courſe 


| of his ordinary” providence there is no 
{ cure for ſuch people, vuleſs it be by re- 
| vulſfion, the making them feel the {mart 


of ſome very great and preſſing affli- 
Rion. They therefore put themſelyes un- 


| der an unhappy dilemma, either to con- 
' tinue their own torinenaors, or to en- 


dure the ſevereſt conrſe of Gods diſci- 


eli- 
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eligible, bur I am ſure the beſt way is to 
prevent borh, by ajult and grateful ſenſe 
of Gods mercies, which will be yer far- 
ther illuſtrated if we compare them with 
our own demerits, | 
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Of our Demerit towards God. 


SSC . 


1, [| T isthe common fault of our na- 

cure, that we are very apt tO be par- 
tial co our ſelves,and to ſquare our expe- 
Rations more by what we wiſh, then by 
what we deſerve, Somthing of this 1s vi- 
fible in our dealings with ſmen. Weoft 


! look to reap where we bave not ſowed, Mat, 


25.25. expe benefits where we do none: 
yet in Civil tranſactions there are ſtill re- 
maining fuch footſteps of natural juſtice , 
that we are not univerſally ſo unreaſon- 
able: all trafic and commerce ſubſfiſting 
upon the principle 'of equal retribution , 
giving one good thing for another equi- 


| valent;ſo that no man expects to buy corn 
with chaff,or Gold with drofs. Bur in our 
| dealings with God, we put off even this 


common equity 3 are vait in our expeQa- 
tions, but penurious and baſe in our re- 
turns ;and asif God were our ſteward not 
our Lord , we require of him with a con- 
fidence proper only to thoſe who ack their 

M own 
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own : whilſt inthe interim, what we of- 
fer to him is with ſuch a diſdainful flight- 
neſs,asif we meantit rather an alms then 

an homage. 
2. Gop indeed is ſo munificent,that he 
prevents us with his bleſſmgs , Pſal. 21. 3: 
gives us many things before we ask : had 
he not don ſo we could not have bin fo 
much as in a capacity of asking. Buttho 
the firlt 8& "om news mercies are abſ0. 
lute and free, yet the ſubſequent are con- 
ditional: and accordingly we find in ſcri- 
pture,that God makes no promiſe either 
concerning this life or abetter,butoncon- 
dition of Obedience. The Jews who had 
much larger propoſals of temporal hap. 
pineſs then Chriſtians have,yet never had 
them upon other terms, God expreſly 
articledfor the pretormance of his com- 
mands,and made all their enjoiments for- 
feitable upon the failure, as we may ſee at 
large in the book of Deuteronomy. And 
under the Goſpel, St. Paul appropriates 
the promiſes as well of this life as of that to 
come wnto godlineſs, 1. Tim. 4. $8. It will 
therefore bea material inquiry for eyery 
man, whether he have kept his title entire 
and have not by breach of the condition 
forfeited his clame,even to the moſt com- 
mon 
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mon ordinary bleſſings ; for if he have , 
common reaſon will tell him he can chal- 
lenge none : and that the utmoſt he can 
hope for , muſt be only upon a new ſcore 
of unmerited favor. 

3. Andhere certainly every moath muſt 
be ſlopped, and all the world become guilty 
before God , Rom. 3. 19. For alas who is 
there that can ſay his obedience has bin 
in any degree proportionable to his obli. 
gation?Tis manifteft we have all received 
abundantly from Gods hand, but what 
has he had from ours?I may challenge the 
beſt man, to caſt up the account of his 
beſt day, andrell me whether his receits 
haye not infinitly exceeded his disburſ- 
ments: whether for any one good thing 
he has don, he has not received many. 
Nor is the diſparity only in number, but 
much more in value, Gods works are per- 
fe, all he do's for us like the firſt 6 daies 
produttious, are all very good, Gen. x. but 
alas our very righteouſneſs is as filthyrags, 
Eſai. 64. 6. We offer him the blind and the 
lame,Mal.1.9. a few yawning drowſy prai- 
ers perhaps, wherein he has the leaſt ſhare: 
the fuller current of our thoughts run. 
ning towards our ſecular or finful con- 
cerns. We drop it may be a ſcanty Alms, 
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wherein tis odds our vain-glory ſcram- 
bles for a ſhare with him,it it do not whol- 
ly ingroſs it. We ſit an hour ata ſermon, 
but tis rather to hear the wit or eloquence 
of the preacher, then the word of God, 
Like the duller ſort of animals, we hke 
well to have our itching cars ſcratcht, 
but grow ſturdy and reſtive when we 
ſhould do what we are there taught. In 
.a word all our ſervices at the beſt are mi- 
ſerably maiin'd and imperteR;and too of- 
ten corrupt aud unſound. So that God 
may well upbraid us as he did 1ſzael , Of- 
fer it now to thy governor , will he be pleas'd 
with it? Mal. 1.1.Thele very injquitiesof 
our holy things, are enough to deteat all 
our pretences to any good from Gods 
hand, Yet God knows tais is much the beſt 
ſide of us: tis not every one that can 
make ſo fairanappearance asthisamounts 
to, With many , there isno place to com-. 
plain of the blemiſhes of their ſacrifices, 
tor they offer none ; of whom we may ſay 
in the words of the Pſalmiſt, God i not in 
all their thoughts, Pfal. 10. 4. I fear there 
want not thoſe who drive away theday, 
the week , nay the year , without remem- 
bringin whoſe hand t heir ttme 3s, Plal. 
31.18, or paying him any ſolemn RH 
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of it; who enjoy the ſervices of all infe- 
rior creatures, without conſidering that 
theirs are more due to the ſupreme Lord: 
naword, wholive asif they were abſo- 
lutely independent ; had their exiſtence 
purely from themſelves , and had no Crea- 
tor to whom they owed their being, or 
any conſequent duty. And ſure men who 
thus diſcard themſelves from Gods fami. 
ly, have very little reaſon to expect the 
pro” of it: yet even ſuch as theſe 

ve the impudence to complain , itany 
thing be wanting to their needs ( ſhall I 
fay ) or to theirluſts; can ravingly pro» 
fane Gods name in their impatiencies, 
which they know not how to uſe in their 
praiers: asif the Deity were conſiderable 
in no Other notion , then that of their ca» 
terer or ſteward. 

4. I x now we ſeriouſly refle&, what 
can be more admirable then that infinit 
patience of God; who notwithftanding . 


the miſerable infirmities of the pious, and 


the leud contemt of rhe impious, ſtill goes 
on reſolutly in his bounty, and conti- 
nuesto all mankind ſome, and to ſome 
all his temporal bleflings? He has no ob- 
ligation of juſticeto do ſo, for it is no 
part of his compa@t ; he has none of gra- 

titude , 
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titude, for he is perpetually affronted and 
diſobliged. Surely we may well ſay with 
David, Isthis after the manner of men, 
0 Lord? 1 Chro. 17.17. GCanthehigh 
elt humanindulgence bear any proportion 
with this divine Clemency ? no certainly, 
no finite patience but would be exhauſted 
with the thouſandth part of our provo« 
Cations, 

5. Bur isnotour dealing too as lit- 
tle after the manner of men ; I mean of 
reaſonable creatures? For us who have 
forfeited our right to all, and yet by mere 
favor are ſtill kept in the poſſeſhon of 
many great bleſſings : for us to grow mus 
tinous, becauſe there is perhaps ſomthin 
moretrifling whichis deni'd us, is ſack 
a ſtupid ingratitude, as one would think 
1mpoſſible to human nature. Should a Te- 
nant with us have at once forfeited his 
leaſe,and maliciouſly affronted his Land. 
. lord, he would ſure think himſfelt very 
gently dealt with, if he were ſaffer'd to 
enjoy buta part of his firſt eſtate z but 
we ſhould think him not only infolent, 
but mad, who when the whole were lett 
him,ſhould quarrel &clamor if he might 
not have his Cottage'adorn'd with marble 
foors, and guilded roofs, Yet at this wild 

rate 
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rate we behave our ſelves to our great 
Landlord, grow pettiſh and angry if we 
have not every thing we can fancy, tho 
we enjoy many more uſeful, merely by 
his indulgence. And can there be any 
thing imagin'd more unreaſonable? Let us 
therefore if not for piety, yet at leaſt to 
juſtify our clame to rationality, be more 
ingenuous z let us not conſult only with 
our fond appetites, and be thus perpetu- 
ally ſoliciting their ſatisfaQtion ; but ra- 
ther refle& on what tenure we hold 
what we already have, even that of ſu- 
perabundant mercy ; and fear, leaſt like 
inſolent beggers by the impudence of our 
demands we divert eyen that charity 
which was defign'd us. In ſhort letevery 
man when he computes what he wants 
of his defires,reckon as exa&ly how much 
he is ſhort of his duty; and when he has 
duly ponder'd both, he will think it a 
very gentle compoſition to have the one 
unſuppjied , ſohe may have the other re- 
mitted; and will ſee cauſe contentedly to 
fit down and fay with honeft Mephiboſheth, 
What right have I to cry any more unto the 
King?2 Sam.19.28, But if it be thus with us 
upon the mere ſcore of our imperfections 
or omiſſions, what au obnoxious ſtate do 

our 
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our innumerable aQual fins put us in ? If 
the ſpots of our ſacrifices are provoking, 
what are our {acrileges and bold profane 
tions 2It thoſe who negle@ or forget God 
are liſted among his enemies, whar are 
thoſe who avowedly defy him ? Indeed 
he that ſoberly confilers the world , and 
ſees how daringly the divine Majeſty is 
daily affronted , cannot but wonder that 
the perverſions of our manners, thoſe 
prodigics in morality , ſhould not be ar 
twer'd with as great proudigies in calamity 
too 3 that we ſhouldeyer have other ruin 
then that of Sodom, or the earth ſerve us 
tor any other purpoſe then to be,as it was 
to Korah, Num, 16. our living lepulcher, 
6. Nox is this longanimity of God 
obſervable only towards the mals and cob 
le&ive body of mankind, but to every 
manin particular, Who is there that if 
he ranſack his conſcience , ſhall not find 
guilts enow to juſtify God in the utmoſt 
ſeverities towards him? ſo that how much 
ſoever his puniſhments are ſhort of that, 
ſo much he evidently owes to the lenity 
and compaſſion of God, - And who is 
there that ſuffers in this world the utmoſt 
that God can inflict ? We have a great 
many ſuffering capacities , .and if thole 
were 
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were all fill'd up to the height, our con. 
dition would iCarce differ from that of 
the damned in any thing bur duration, 
But God is more merciful , and nev er in- 
flis at that rate on ushere, Every mans 
experience ca tell him, that God diſchar- 
ges not his whole quiver at once upon 
him, but exemts him in many more parti- 
culars then he aids him; & yet the ſame 
experience will probably tell moſt of us, . 
that we are not ſo modeſt in our aſſaults 
upon God; we attacque him in all his con- 
cerns (as far as our feeble malice can 
reach ) in his Soveraignty , in his honor, 
in his relatives, nay 7 Jan Ae inh s very 
eſſence and being. And as they are uni- 
verſal in reſpe& of him, ſo alſoinregard 
of our ſelyes: we engage all our powers 
in this war,do not only y/eld ( as the A- 
poltle ſpeaks) our members inftruments of 
wunrighteouſneſs, Rom. 6. 18. but we preſs 
them upon the ſervice of ſenſual and vile 
luſts,even beyond our native propenſions. 
Nor are only the members of our body , 
but the faculties of our ſoulsalſo thus em- 
ploied;our underſtandings are bufied firlt 
in contriving ſins, and then excuſes and 
diſguiſes for themzour wills are yet more 
ſturdy rebels, and when the underſtand- 
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ing is beat out of all its out-works , yet 
ſullenly keep their hold in ſpight of all 
conviction; and our affeftions madly ruſh 
on like the horſe into the battel, Jer. 8.6, 
deterred by nothing ofdanger,ſo there be 
but fin enough in the attemr. 

. AN Þ now with what face can peo- 
ple that thus purſue an holtility , expet 
that it ſhould not be return'd to them ? 
do's any man denounce war, and yet 
expect trom his adverſary all the careſles, 
the obligements of friendſhi E ſelf-de- 
tence will promt eventhe meekeſt nature 
to deſpoile his enemy at leaſt of thoſe 
things which he uſes to his annoiance; 
andit God ſhould give way even to that 
loweſt degree of anger , where or what 
were we * for ſince we employ our whole 
ſelves againſt him , nothing but deſtru- 
Rion can avert our injuries. Bur tis hap 
py forus we have to do with one who 
cannot fear us, who knows the impotence 
of our wild attemts, and ſo allai s his re- 
ſentment of ourinſolence , with his pity 
of our follies. Were it not for this, we 
ſhould not be lefr ina poſlibility ſo oft to 
iterate our provocationss every wicked 
imagination and black deſign, would be 
at once defeated and puniſht by iufatuati- 

on 


S 
C 
1 
l 
« 
e 
b 
[ 


Sncr. V. of our Demerit towards God. 99 


on and frenzy: every blaſphemous Athe- 
iſtical ſpeech would wither the tongue , 
like thatarm of Feroboam which heſtretchr 
againſt the Prophet, 2 King. 13.4. and 
every impious a& would like the prohi- 
bited retroſped of Lots Wife, fix us perpe- 
tual monuments of divine vengeance. 

8, Anv then how much do we owe 
to the mercy and commiſeration of our 
God , that he /uffers not his whole diſple- 
ſure to ariſe, Pla. 78. 39. that he abates 
any thing of that juſt ſeverity he might 
uſe toward us? He that is condemned to 
the Gallowes, would think it a mercy to 
ſcapewith any inferior penalty: why have 
we then ſuch mean thoughts ofGods Cle- 
mency, when he deſcends to ſuch low 
compoſitions with us?corretts us ſo light- 
ly as if twere only matter of ceremony & 
punCtilio zi the regard of his honor, rather 
then the execution of his wrath. For alas 
let him among us that is the moſt inno- 
cent, & undeſervedly afflicted, muſter up 
his fins and ſufferings,and he will ſee a vaſt 
inequality: and(had he not other grounds 
ofaſſurance ) would be almoſt temted to 
think thoſe were not the provoking cauſe, 
they are ſo unproportionably anſwered, 
He fins in innumerable inſtances, and is 
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puniſhrt in few; he ſins habitually and per. 
petually , and ſuffers rarely and ſeldum} 
nay perhaps he has ſomtimes fſin'd with 
greedineſs, and yet God has puniſht with 
regret and relutancy. How ſhall T give 
thee up,O Epbraim ? Hol.11.8, And when 
all theſe diſparities are confider'd,we mull 
certainly join heartily in Ezras confel- 
ſion , Thon O God has puniſht ws leſs then 
our iniquities deſerve, Ezra.g, 13. 

9. Nav beſides all our antecedent, we 
have after guilts no leſs provoking, 1 
mean our ungracious repinings at the 
light chaſtiſements of our former fins, 
our out-cries upon every little uneaſinels, 
which may juſtly cauſe God to turn our 
whips into ſcorpions ; andaccording a 
he threatned //r gel, Lev. 26. 18. to puniſi 
as yet ſeven times more. And yet eve 
this do's not immediately exaſperate him, 
The Jews were an inſtance how long he 
could bear with a murmuring generati. 
on , but certainly we of this nation are: 
greater: yet let 7s not be high minded but 
fear, Rom. 11, 20, for we ee at laſt the 
doom fell heavy tho it was protracted: 
a ſicceſlion of miraculous judgments pur. 
ſued thoſe murmurers, ſo» that not one 
of them enter'd Cauaan, Aud its very 

Od 
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obſeryable,that whereas toother finsGods 
denunciations are in ſcripture conditio- 
nal and reverſible; this was abſolute and 
bound with an oath ,'He ſware in his wrath 
that they ſhould not enter into his reF, Pal. 
95. 11. Andyetif we compare the hard- 
ſhips of the 1ſraclites in the wilderneſs 
with moſt of our ſufferings, we ſhall be 
forced to confeſs our mutinies have leſs - 
temtation , and conſequently leſs excule ; 
from whence tis very reaſonable to infer, 
as the greatneſs of our danger if we per- 
fiſt, fo the greatneſs of Gods long {uffer- 
ing towards us , who yet allows us ſpace 
to reform: and ſure new complaints ſound 
very ill from us, who are liable to ſo ſe- 
vere anaccount for our old ones, TI fear 
the moſt reſign'd perſons'of us will up- 
on recolleion find, they have upon 
one occaſion or other out-vied the num- 
ber of the Iſraelites imurmurs, therefore 
unleſs we will emulare them in their 
plagues, let us fear to add one more , leſt 
that make up the fatal ſum , and render 
our deſtruction irrevocable. 

10, UPoN all theſe confiderationsit 
appears how little reaſon any of us have 
to repine at our heavieſt preſſures. But 
there is yet a farther circumſtance tobe 
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adverted to,and is too applicable to many 
of us, that is, that our fins are not only the 
conſtant meritorious cauſe of our ſuffer- 
ing, but they are alſo very often the in- 
ſtramental cauſe alſo; and produce them 
not only by way of retaliation from God, 
bur by a natural efficacy. Solomon tells us 
he that loves pleſure, ſhall be a poor many 
and that « whortsh woman will bring a 
Man toa piece of bread, Prov. 9. 26. that 
be that ſits long at the wine ſhall have red- 
neſs of eies, Chap. 23.29. 30. that the 
Jlothfal ſoul ſh:ll ſuffer hunger, 19. 15..and 
all rheſe not by immedaate ſupernatural 
infliction from God, but as the proper 
genuine effes of thoſe reſpeCtive vices, 
Indeed God in his original eftabl ſhment 
of things, has made ſo cloſe a connexion 
between fin and puniſhment , that he is 
not often put to exert his power in any 
extraordinary way , but may truſt us to 
be our own Licors , our own backflidings 
reprove us, Jer. 2.19. and our inquities are 
of themſelves enough to become our rume, 
Exod. 18, 38, | 
It, It may therefore be a ſeaſonable 
queſtion for every man to put to himſelf, 
whether the troubles he labors under be 
not of this ſort ; whether the poverty he 
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complains of , be not the effect ofthis riot 
and profuſion, his floth and negligence 2 
whether when he cries out that ks comel;. 
neſs  turn'd into corruption » Dan, 10. 8, he 
may not anſwer himſelf , that they are 
his viſits to the harlots houſe which have 
thus made rottenneſs enter into his bones, 
Hab. 3:16. whether when heis beſet with 
contentions , and has wounds without 
cauſe, he have not tarried long at the wine; 
when he has loſt his friend , whether he 
haye not by ſome trecherous wound, Eccl, 
22. 22, forced him to depart: or when 
he lies under infamy , whether it be not 
only the Echo of his own ſcandalous 
crimes. If he find it thus with him, cer. 
tainly his mouth is ſtopt, and he cannot 
without the moſt diſingenuousimpudence 
complain of any but himſelf. He could 
not be ignorant that ſuch effects did natu- 
rally attend ſuch cauſes, and therefore if 
he would take the one, he muſt take rhe 
other alſo. No man ſure can be ſo mad, 
as to think God ſhould work [miracles 
( diſunite thoſe things which nature hath 
conjoin'd ) only that he may fin at eaſe, 
have all the beſtial pleſures he can pro- 
jet, and none of the conſequent ſmart, 


4 Wercad indeed God divided the ſea , but 
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it was to make the way for the Ran/omed 
of the Lord to paſs ever, Iſa, 51. 10. thoſe 
who were his own people , and-went 1n at 
his command ; but when they were ſecu« 
red, we find the waters immediatly re- 
turn'd to their chanel , and overwhelmed 
th: Egyptians , who ventured without 
the ſame warrant. And ſure the caſe 
alike here, when any man can produce 
Gods mandate for him to run into all ex- 
ceſsof riot, todeſecrate the temple of the 
holy Ghoſt, and make his body the member of 
an harlot,1 Cor.6.15.In a word when God 
bids him do any of thoſe things, which 
God and good men abhor , then and not 
before he may hope he may ſever ſuch 
as from their native penal effects ; for 
till then ( how profuſe ſoever ſome Le 


gendary ſtories repreſent him ) he willf 


certainly never ſo beſtow his miracles. 

I 2. Burt I fear upon ſcrutiny there will 
appear a yet farther circumttance upon 
which to arraign our murinies; for tho it 
be unreaſonable enough to charge God 
with the ill efftets of our own leudneſs, 
yettisa higher ſtep ro murmur becauſe 
we-have aot materials to be wicked & 
nough. Andthis I fear is the caſe with 
too many of us, whotho they are - 

| 0 
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Sz ct. V; Of ow Dimeris towards God:'10s 
ſodiſpoil'd by their fins ,/ but that they 
can keep up their round of vieidus ple- 
ſures, yet are'diſcontenced becauſe t 

think ſom. others hape chem more exque- 
ſite, think their vice# ar& not Gehtile e. 
mough, unleſs they bovery expenſive; and 
art covetous otily thatthey-may' be more 
Laxurions, - Theſs at fach aSt;' Famss 
ipeaks of, who 'usk: 4194/7; that 1hty may 
tonſume it wpon theit tufts 5 Jam. 4.4. and 
futerobe mutinows'orn this 2ecount is one 
of the higheſt pieces of frenzy, - Would 
any man io his wits- tell another he wil 
cut his throat , and then expe he ſhould 
turolſh bin with'd kaife for it? And yet ty 


this amount our marmurs againſt God, for | 


his norgiving us thoſe things wherewith 
"Fe -orly: defign- to wage” war wich him. 


| For firecty if the diſconretits of trankind 


were ctolely” infpeted, I doubts great 
many would be found'of ehis kind fr 
conceths the ' Reader therefore ro make 
the inquifition in his own breaft;/ both in 
thisand all rhe former particulars, and 
I doubrnot y it he do' tt with/ any in- 
genuity and uprightneſs , he will be 
abundautly convinced that for his few 
mites of obedience he paies to God , he 
teceives talents of mercies ( eyen rempo- 
36 BEIE! © ral,) 
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ral ) from him; and that-on the other 
fide, that, God as.-nauch underpaics his 
ſins, as he overpaics his ſervices by which 
God do's ſufficiently atteft how little he 
delights in ourafflition,. how Y he 
takes any light occaſion of careiling and 
cheriſhing, and ovyerskips thoſe of, pu 
niſhing us. Which ſure ought to make w 
convert all our difpleſures againſt ou 
fins,which extort thoſe ads of ſeverity 
from him, to which his nature is moſt + 
verſe, And here indeed our reſentment 
cannot be too ſharp, but towards God our 
fitteſt addreſs will be in the penitential 
form of the Prophet Daniel, 0 Lord, tou 
belongeth confuſion of face , but to the Lori 
our God helong mercies and forgiveneſs, 
tho we have rebelled againſt him, Dan. yg. 
8.9. And ashis juftice 1s to: be revered 
in his inflictions, ſo is his wiſdom alſo, 
in{gdiſpoting ofevents to particular per 
ſons,as may beſt confift with the univerſal 
Oeconomy and managery of the world 
the conſideration whereof is the deſig 
of the next Section, 
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SErecr. VI. 


Of Gods general Providence. 


I. Hr x God made the univerſe, 
he intendednor only to glorify 
himſelf in one tranſient att of his power, 
and then leave this great and wonderful 
produttion of his, as the Oftrich her eggs 
in the wilderneſs, Lam.4. 3. but havin 
drawn it out of its firſt Chaos, he ſecur* 
it from returning thither again , by efta- 
bliſhing as a due ſymmetry of parts, ſo al- 
ſoa regularorder of motion : hence it is 
that the heavens have their conſtant re. 
volutions, the earth its ſucceſſion of de. 
terminate ſeaſons, animals theiralternate 
courſe of generation and corruption, and 
by this wiſe Oeconomy, the world after ſo 
many thouſand years , ſeems till in its 
ſpring and firft beauty. Bur it had bin 
in vain to have thus ſecured the defe. 
Qion of the creatures, if man for whoſe 
ſake they were made had bin excluded 
from this care, His faculty of reaſon would 
O 2 have 
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have made him but the more fatal jnſtru- 
ment of confuſion, and taught him the 
more compendious waijes of diſturbing 
the world. Fob compares him zo the wilq 
aſſes colt, Job 11, 12. which takes its range 
without diverting: to any thing. of, the 
common good,' God has therefore- dou- 
bly hedged inthis unruly creature, made 
a tence of laws about him (both natural 
and pofitive-) and beſides has taken him 
3nto the common carcle of his providence, 
ſo that he , as well as the reſt of the crea. 
tion, lias his particular ſtation afhgn'd 
him 5 and that not only in reference to 
other creatures, but himſelf, has put a 
difference between one man and another, 
ordained ſeveral ranksand Clafſes of meu, 
and endowed them with ſpecial and ap- 
propriate qualifications for thoſe ſtations 


wherein he has ſet them. 
2. TxH1xs,asitisa work of infinit wiſ- 
dom inGod, ſo it is of unſpeakable ad- 


vantage tomen. Without this regular dif- 
ſure, the world would have bin in the 
fame confuſion which we read of in the 
olt of the Midianites, every mans ſword 
againſt hus fellow, Jad. 9. 22, Nothing but 
force could determine who ſhould do , or 
enjoy any thing ; andeven that _—_ 
; 2 ee 6 ® 
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alſo would have bin repelable by a grea- 
ter force :: ſo that we have all reaſon to 
conteſs the utility of that order God hag 
ſer among men : and even he that bearg 
the loweit and moſt deſpicable place in it, 
is certainly infinitly more happy by con. 
tributing to that general Harmony , then 
he could be in any ſtate of diſcord. 

3. WnR uu thisnow well confider'd, 
methinks it ſhould filenceall our com- 
plaints, and men ſhould not be fo vehe. 
mently concernd in what part of the ſtru- 
ure. it pleaſes the great ArchiteR to put 
them : for every man is folook on him- 
ſelf only asa ſmall parcel of thoſe mate. 
rials which God is to put into form. -F- - 
very ſtone is not fit for thecorner , nor 
every little rafter for the main beam : the 
wiſdom of the Maſter builder is alone tq 
determin that. And ſure there cannot 
be a more vile contemt of the divine wiſ- 


dom then todifpute his choice, Had God 


wiſdom enough to contrive this vaſtand 
beautiful fabric,and may he not be truſted 
with one of us worms? Did he by his 
priſdom make the heavens, and by his un- 
derflending ſtretch out the clouds , Pro. 3. 
19. and ſhall he not know where to place 
alittle lamp of figur'd earth ? this is cer- 
tainly 
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tainly the moſt abſurd diſtruſt imagina+ 
ble, and yetthis is really the true mean- 
ing of our repining at the condition he has 
placed us in. 1% 

4. TrE truthis, weare ſo full of onr 
ſelves, that we can ſee nothing beyond 
it : every ,man expeas God ſhould place 
him where he hasa mind to be, thoby it 
he diſcompoſe the whole ſcheme of his 
providence. But tho we are o ſenſeleſfsly 
partial, yet God is not ſo: he that com. 
prehends at once the whole concern of 
mankind , applies himſelf to the accomo- 
dating thoſe, not the humoring any par- 
ticularperſon. He has made the great and 
the /mall, and careth for all alike, Wild, 
6.7. He is the common Father of man- 
kind, and diſpoſes things for the public 
advantage of this great family,and tis not 
all the impatient cravings of a froward 
child that ſhall make him recede from his 
deſigned method, We are'apt enough, 
I am ſure, to tax itnot only as a weak» 
neſs, butinjuſtice too in a Prince , when 
he indulges any thing-to a private favo- 
rite to the public diſadvantage; yet fo 
unequal are we, that we murmur at 
for not doing that, which we murmur at 
men far doing, 
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5-- BESIDES a manis to conſider, 
that other men have the: ſame appetites 
with himſelf, If he diſlike an inferior ſtate, 
my ſhould he not think others do ſo too? 
and then as the wiſe man ſpeaks, whoſe . 
voice ſhall the Lord hear? Ecclus, 34. 24. 
Tis ſure great infolence in me to expect 
that ſhould be more concern'd to 
humor me.then thoſe multitudes of others 
who have the ſame defires. And the more 
impatient my longings are, the leſs in 
reaſon ſhould be my hopes ; for mutiny 
isno ſuch endearing quality as to render 
any man adearling to God, Bur ifallmen 
ſhould have equal ſatisfaQtions, we ſhould 
puzle eyen Omanipotence it ſelf, Every 
man would be above, and ſuperior, yet 
thoſe are comparative terms, andit no 
man were below, no man could be above. 
Soin wealth, 'moſt men defire more, but 
every mando's at left deſire to keep what 
he has;- how then ſhall one part of the 
world be ſupplied without the diminuri- 


on of the- other, unleſs there ſhould be 


as miraculous a multiplication of treaſure 
for mansavarice, as there was of 1,caves 
for their hunger, Mat.16.9, It wasa good 
anſwer which the Ambaſſadors of an op- 
preſt . Province made to Antony, £0 
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Emperor,thou wilt have double taxesfrom 


us, thou muſt help us to double Spring 


and Harycſts, And ſure 'God'muft be 
at the expence of a new Creation,-make us 
. adouble world, if he ſhould oblige him 
" ſelf to ſatisfy all the unreaſonable apps: 
tites of men: and if he ſatisfy nor all , why 
ſhould any particular perſon look that hit 
alone ſhould be indulged to ? 

6. Y » x as unrealonable as it is, the 
moſt of - us do.:betray ſuch aperſwafion 
No man is diſcoatented that there art 
lower, as well as higher degrees in the 
world , that there are pooras well as rich, 
bur all ſenſible men aflent 'co the fitnel 
of it: yetifthemſclves happen to be {& 
inthe lower form, they exclameas if the 
whole order of the world were ſubverted 
which is a palpable indication that they 
think that Providence which governs & 
thers ſhould ſerve. them, and diftribure 
to them not what it, bur themſelves chink 

ood. This immoderate ſeM-love is the 
pring androot of moſt of eur complaint, 
makes us fuch unequal judges imour own 
concerns, and promts as to putin Caveats 
and exceptions oh our own behalf, as 
Daviddid on his fons, See that thes hut 
not the young may Abſolem ! 5 Sam. 19, 15: 
as 
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as if God were to manage the govern« 
ment of the World with a particular re- 
ard to our liking, and were like the An- 
ls at Sodom, Gen. 19. 22. to do nothing 
ll we had got into Zoar, had all our des« 
mands ſecured to us, 

7, Ir would indeed aſtoniſh a confi- 
dering man to ſee, that altho the con- 
cerns of men are all diſpoſed by an uner- 
rng Wiſdom, and acknowledged by 
themſelves to be ſo, yet that ſcarce any 
man is pleaſed, The truth is, we have 
generally in us the worſer part of the Le- 
yelers principle, and tho we can very con- 
tentedly behold multitudes below us, yet 
are impatient to ſee any above us; not 
only the foot (to uſe the Apoſtles fimile) 
complains that it is not the hand, but the ear 
becauſe 18 #4 not the eye, 1 Cor. 12.15, 16. 
Not only the lowermoſt, but the higher 
ranks of men areuneaſie, if there be any 
one ſtep above them. Nay ſoimportu- 
nate is this aſpiring humor, that we ſee 
men are forced tgaeed it, tho but with 
airand ſhadows. Hethat cannot make 
any real advance 1n his quality, will yet 
do it in Etfigies, in all litcle gaieties and 
pageantries of it. Every dggree in theſe 
reſpects not only emulares, but imitates 

irs 


— 


214 TheArtof Contentment, 


its ſuperior, till at laſt by that impatience 
of their proper diſtance they make it 
greater, & ſink even below their firit ſtate 
by their ridiculous profuſion, Indeed the 
World ſeemsto be fo over-run with this 
vanity, that there is little viſible diſtini- 
on of the degrees,and one had need go to 
the Herald office to know mens qualities, 
for neitier their habit nor equipage do 
now adaies inform us with any certaiaty. 
8.. Bur by all this it appears that 
men look on themſelves only as fingle 
perſons, without reference to the com- 
munity whereof they are members. For 
did they conſider that, they would ende. 
vor rather to become the places wherein 
they were ſer, by doing the duties belong- 
ing to them, then be perpetually project. 
ing tor a change. A tree that isevery year 
tranſplanted will never bear fruit, and a 
mind that js alwaies hurried from its pro- 
per ſtation, will ſcarce ever do good in 
ahy. This is excellently expreſt to us by 
So/omon , Ar a bird that wandereth from 
his ne/t, ſo ws a man that wandereth from 
his place, Prov. 27.8. Tis eaſy todivine 
the fare of thoſe young ones from whom 
the dam wanders, and tis as eaſte to guels 
how the dutics of that place will be per- 
formed, 
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formed, whoſe owneris alwaics upon the 
wing,and making towards another.I wiſh 
we had not too coſtly experiments both 
in Church and State of the truth of this 
oblervation. Alas, we forget that we are 
all ſervants to the ſame Maſter, and that 
he is to appoint in what office we ſhall 
ſerve him. How ſhould we like it in any 
of our own Families, to have an inferior 
officer leave his work undon, becauſe he 
has more mind to be Major-domo ? Yet 
this inſolence we every day repete to- 
wards God, ſullenly diſpute his orders, 
and unleſs we may chuſe our own imploi- 

meats, will do nothing. 
9.''Trs evident, this perverſe temper 
of mankind breeds a great deal of miſ- 
chiet anddiſturbance in the World, but 
would breed arrant confuſion and ſubver- 
ſion, if it were ſuffered to have its full 
range. It God permit but one ambitious 
ſpirit to break looſe in an Age, as the in- 
ſtrumenr of his wrath, whatdeſtruRtion 
does it often times make £ How dor's it 
cauſe the whole earth to tremble, and ſhake 
Kingdoms, as is ſaid of Nebuchadnez&:r, 
Ifa, 14.16. and may be ſaid of many others 
of thoſe whole-ſale Robbers who have 
dignified the trade ? Bur if every aſpir- 
ing 
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ing humor ſhould be as proſperous, where 
would it find fuel ro maintain the flame) 
No doubt every Age produces men of a; 
unbounded defires as Alexander or Ceſar, 
bur God gives them not the ſame oppor. 
tunities to trouble the world. And accord: 
ingly in the more petty ainbitions of pri. 
vate men he often orders it ſo, that thok 
ſoaring minds can find no benign gale to 
help their mounting, He that ſets bound; 
ro the Sea, ſaying, hitherto ſhalt thou cont 
an4no farther, and tho the Waves there 
toſs themſilyes, yet can they not prevail, thi 
they roar, yet can they not paſs over, Jer. 5; 
22. dces allo depreſs the fwelling pride of 
men, hangs clogs andweights upon them 
that they cannot riſe to their affe&el 
height. For tho weare all willing to for 
get it, yet God remembers that he is the 
Recor of the Univerſe,and will affert his 
Dominion, The ſubtileſt coutrivance 
cannot circumvent him, the moſt daring 
p__ cannot wreſt any thing out of 

is hand, the Lord will ſtill be King, be 
the people never ſo impatient, Pſalm gg.1. 
"Twill therefore ſurebe as well our pru- 
dence asour duty, to be /ti{l, and know that 
he 3Gud, Pſalm 46. 10. with an humble 
dereliction of our own wills acquieſce in 


his, 
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his, and not by ineffective ttruglings pro» 
voke, whom we are ſure never ro ſubdue, 
We may, like unmanag'd Horſes, fome 
and frer, bur ſtill God has the bridle in 
our jaws, and we cannot advance a ſtep 
farther then he permits us. Why ſhould 
we then create torment to our ſelves by 
our repinings, which only ſets us farther 
from our aims. 'Tis Gods declared me- 
thod to exalt the lowly, and 'tis obſerva- 
ble in the firſt two Kings of J/rae}, who 
were of Gods immediate ecleCtion, that he 
ſurprized them with that Digniry, when 
they were about mean and humble em» 
ploiments, rhe one ſearching his Fathers 


Aſſes, the other keeping his Fathers ſheep: 


and would men honeltly and diligently 
exerciſe themſelves in the buſineſs of 
their proper calling, they might perhaps 
hadita more diredt road to advancement, 
then all the finitter Arcs by which ambr- 
tious men endeavor to climb. Solomon ſets 
itdown as an Aphoriſm, Seeſt rhou a man 
diligent in hu buſniefs, he ſhall and before 
Kings, he ſhall nat ſtand before mean men, 
Pro.22 23. But wherhec it happen to have. 
that cffe&t or no, it will have a better, 
for it will ſweeten his preſent condition, 
divert his mind from mutinous reflc ions 

on 
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on other mens height, and his own low, 
neſs; for 'tis commonly men who mind 
not their work that are at ſo much leiſure 
to gaze. He that caretully plies his own 
bulineſs, will have his thoughts more Con. 
centred : and doubtleſs 'tis no ſmall hap. 
pinels to have them ſo, tor tis their gad. 
ding too muchabroad, looking on other 
mens conditions that 'ſends them back 
(like D:nah deflowred) to pur all in up- 
roar at home. The ſon of Srach ſpeaks 
with tranſportation of the ſtate even of 
him that labors and 1s content, and call 
it aſweet life, Eccluſ.40.15, And certain 
ly *cis infinitly more ſo then that of the 
geeateſt Prince whoſe mind ſwells be. 
yond his territories. 

10, Urox all theſe conhiderations it 
cannot but appear very reaſonable that 
we ſhould leave God to govern the world, 
not be putting in like the ſons of Zebedee, 
for the higheſt ſeats, bur continually reſt 
our ſelves where he has placed us, till his 
Providence (not our own deſigns) ad- 
vance us, We can no where be ſo obſcure 
as to be hid from his cies, who as he va- 
lued the Widows mite above the great 
oblations of the Rich; ſo he will no leſs 
graciouſly accept the humble endevors 


of 


i 


Sacr. VI. Of God. general P rouidence. 1 19 


—— 


of the mean, then the more eminent ſer- 
vices of the Mighty , Himſelf having de- 
clared, That he accepts, according to what 
« man hath, and not according to what he 
hath not, 2 Cor. 18,12. So thatin what 
rank ſocver a man is ſet, he has ſtill the 
opportunity of approving himſelf ro God, 
and tho in the cic of the World he be a 
veſſel of diſhonor, yet in the day when 
Godcomes to make up his Fewels, Mal, 5. 
17. there will be another eſtimate made 
of him who regularly moves in his own 
ſphere. And ſure he that fits down in this 
acquieſcence is a happier man, then he 
that enjoies the greate(t wordly ſpiendor: 
but infinitly more ſo thenhe who impati- 
ently covets but cannot attain them , for 
ſuch a man puts himſelf upon a perpetual 
nck, keeps his appetites up at the utmoſt 
ſtretch, and yet has nothing wherewith 
to ſatisfie them. Let therefore our eaſe, if 
not our duty promt us to acquieſcence z 
and a ready ſubmiflion to Gods diſpoſals, 
to which we have yet a farther induce- 
ment from that diſtinct care he hath over 
every mans peculiar, by which he propor- 
tions to him, what is really beſt for him ; 
of which we are farther to conſider in the 
next Section, | 
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Of Gods particular Providence. 


nature, that we caunot atonce at- 

tend to divers things, but the more ve. 
hement our intention 1s ”- one, the 
greater 1s our negle& of the reſt. But 
Gods Infinity cannot be ſo bounded ; his 
Eies at once ſee, and his Providence at 
once orders all the moſt diſtant and dif. 
 paratethings in the World. He is not 
ſuch an Epicurean Deity, as to ſequeſter 
himſelf wholly to the enjoiment of his 
own felicity, and to deſpiſe the concerns 
ot poor mortals; but tho he have his 
dwelling ſo high, yet be humbleth himſelf to 
behold the things in heaven and earth, Pſal, 
113.5, Nordoes his Providence confine 
it telf to the more ſplendid and greater 
parts of managery, the conduct ot Em- 
pires and States, but it deſcends to the 
lowelt parts of his Creation, to the Fcwls 
of the air, to the Lilies of the field, =_ 
tnen 


I. [: is the imperfeQion of our finite 
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then ſure our Saviors inference as to man- 
kind is irrefragable, Are ye not much better 
then they f Mart, 6. 26, If a Sparrow (as 
he elfewhere +ells- his Diſciples ) caunor 
fall ro the -ground: without Gods patti- 
cular - notice ; ſurely. no human creature 
isleſs confiderable to him; nay if our ve- 

haires are numbred, we cannot think 
the excreſcence is of more value then the 
fock, but muſt conclude that God with a 
particular adverrence watches over the 
concerns of every man. . 

'2. Now God being infinitly good, 

cannot thus attend us upon any in{1dious 
deſign of doing us miſchief: he watches 
over us as a guardian , not as a ſpy. and 
dires his obſervation to the more ſea- 
fonable adapting his benefits. And as he 
is thus JH in.defigning our advan- 
tage; ſoheisno leſs wiſe in contriving it. 
All things ſaies the wiſe man are not | 
fitable for all men, Ecclul. 37? 28. Indeed 
nothing is abſolutly good but God : all 
created things are good or ill in reference 
to that to which they are applied, Meat 
is good, but to a ſurfeited ſtomach tis not 
only nauſeous but dangerous. Fire is 
good, but if pnt in our boſoms, not only 
burns our cloths but fleſh, And as hu» 
| Q man 
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man wiſdom direQs the right application 
of theſe and the like, ſo the ſupreme and 
divine orders eyents according to the dif. 
poſition of the perſon concern d z be knows 
cur frame, Pial. 103. 14. and diſcerns 
what operation ſuch or ſuch things will 
have upon us, while we who know neither 
our ſelves nor them, canmake but random 
gueſſes, and worſe choices. And fure he 
that do's but thus in the general. acknow- 
ledg Gods providence , goodneſs and w if+ 
dom (which he is no Chriſtian who do's 
not) hasa ſuſlicient amulet againſt all his 
ſollicitudes, much more his repinings. He 
cannot think he ſuffers unawares to him 
who ſees all things. He cannot think his 
ſufferings are defign'd for i!l to him , be- 
cauſe they are diſpos'd by him who intends 
and projects his good, Nor can he fear 
tho intentions can miſcarry, which are 
guided by an infinit and unerring wiſdom, 
and backt by an uncontrolable power, 
And ſurethis15sas theApoſtle ſpeaks, Heb. 
6.18. ſtrong conſolation, it we would but 
duely apply it. 

3. Yer becauſe general notions do of- 
ten make but light impreſſions on us, 
it may not be amiſs to make a little 
morc inſpection, and toobſerve how ap- 
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plicable they are to the ſeveral kinds of 
our 'diſcontents, Now thoſe may be re- 
duced totwo : foreither we are troubled 
atthe want of ſomthing we defire, or at 
the ſaffering of ſomthing we would a- 
vert; ſo that the two notions of priva- 
tive and poſitive, divide between them 
alt our affliction. 

4-T n E firſt of theſe is uſually the moſt 
comprehenſive, for there are few who have 
not more torment from the apprehenſion 
of ſomwhat they want, then from the 
ſmart of any thing they feel. And in- 
deed whilſt onr defires are ſo vagrant and 
exorbitant, they will be ſure to furniſh 
matter enough for our diſcontents, But 
certainly there is not in the world ſuch 
a charm for them, as the conſideration 
that God is more wiſe to diſcern, and 
more careful to provide what is really 
good forus then we our ſelves. We poor 
putblind creatures look only on the ſur- 
face of things, and if we ſee a beautiful 
appearance, ſomwhat that invites our ſen- 
ſes, we court it withthe utmoſt earneſt- 
neſs; but God penetrates deeper, he ſees tog 
the bottom both of us and thoſe things we 
defire, and finds often that tho they may 


pleaſe our appetite, they will hurt onr 
Q 3 - health: 
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health : and will no more give them to 
us, then a careful father will to his child, 
thoſe gilded poiſons he cries for. 'Per- 
haps this mau 15 taken with the enchanting 


muſic of fame, likes not his own obſcure, 


ſtation, but would fain preſent himſelf 
npon a more public Theater , come 1nt0 
the eie and croud of the world ; but how 
little do's he know how he ſhall a& his 
part there: whether he ſhall come off with 
a plauditeor a hifs ? He may render him- 
ſelf but the more public ſpectacle of ſcorn; 
or if he do not that, he may by a better 
ſucceſs feed up his vain glory to ſuch a 
| bulk, as may renderhim too great a weight 
for that rottering pinnacle whereon he 
ſtands,: and ſo after he has made a tow- 
ring circle, he may fall back with more 
1gnominy to his firſt point. Another it 
may be no leſs cagerly deſires wealth, 
thinks ( as once Cr2/u5 did ) that he that 
abounds in treſure cannot be emty of fe- 
licity ; but alas how knows he how he ſhall 
employ it? There are two contrary temta- 
tions that attend riches; riots, and C0- 
getouſneſs: and he is ſure a little too con- 
fident, that dares promiſe himſelf that 
when there is ſuch odds againſt him , he 
ſhall certainly chuſe the one juſt mean } 
an 
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and if he do not, he do's only inflame- his 
account at the great Audit, Beſide the 
more wealth. he _ » the fairer booty he 
is to the avarice of others 3 and it has bin 
often ſeen , that many a man had not di» 
ed ſo poor, if he had livedleſs rich. Ano- 
ther perhaps thinks not himſelf ſo much 
to want wealth as children to heir ir, 
and complains with Abraham, Lord what 
wilt thou give me ſeeing I gochildleſs? Gen. 
15. 2. yet how knows he whether that 
child he ſo much deſires ſhall be a wiſe man 
or 4 fool, Eccle. 2. 19. a comfort or a ve- 
zation to himſelt if he live to ſee his proof? 
andif hedo not, he do's but project for 
an acceſs to his dying cares in what hands 
toleave him, Rachel ſollicited this ſatis. 
faction with the greateſt impatience, give 
me children or Tdie, Gen. 30. 1. and tis ob- 
ſervable that the grant of her wiſh proved 
the loſs of her life, 

.5. Tavs in theſeand innumerable 0. 
ther inſtances we drive on blindfold , and 
very often impetuouſly purſue that which 
would ruin us: and were God as ſhort- 
ſighted as we, into what precipices ſhould 
we minutely hurry our ſelves? or were 
he fo unkind as to confider our impor- 


tunity more then our intereſt, we ſhould 
quick. 
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quickly ſink under the weight of our own 
wiſhes3 and as Jwuvenal in his tenth Satyr 
excellently obſerves, periſh by the ſucces (| þ 
and grant of our Praiers, I fuppose there || in 
i5no man that ſoberly recollects rhe e- || in 
vents of his life, but can experimentally JI pl 

fay , he has ſointimes defired things which 
would have bin to his miſchief 1f he had 
had them , and that himſelf has after lookt 
onthe denial as a mercy: as on theo. 
ther ſide when he has proſper'd in his aims , 
and had what his foul luſted after , it has 
bin but like the quailes to the 1/raelites, 
a conviction and puniſhment, rather then 
a fatisfation. And now ſurely God may 
complain of us as hedid of 1/rael, How 
long will it be exe you believe me? Num. 
14, 11. After all the atteſtations he has 
given of his care and Providence over us, 
afterall the experiments we have had of 
the folly of our own eleCtions, we Cans 
not yet be brought either to diſtruſt our 
ſelves, or rely upon him. We will till 
bechuſing, and look on him as no farther 
concern'd , thenas the executioner of our 

deſigns. 

6. Tn1s iscertainlya ſtrange perverſe- 
neſs, and ſuch as no ſenfible man would 
4 beguilry of inany other inſtance, In all 
our 
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our ſecular affaires we truſt thoſe whom 
we have Caule to think underftand them 
better then our ſelves, and rely upon men 
in their own faculty. Weput our cſtates 
inthe Lawyers hand , our bodies into the 
Phyſicians, and ſubmit to their advice tho 
it be againſt our humor, merely becauſe 
we account them more competent, judges, 
Yet this deferenc2 we cannot be perſwad- 
ed to pay to God, bur will ſtill be pre- 
{cribing to him, and are very angry if 
his diſpenſations do not exactly auſwer our 
fancies, And can weoffer hima greater 
affront then thus to diſtruſt him ? What 


.is it but jnterpretatively ro deny either 


his wiſdom, or his goodneſs, or both ? 
and fo derogate from him in two of his 
eſſential attributes. For there can be no 
rational account given by any who be- 
lieve thoſe, why they ſhould not remit 
their whole concerns to him, So that 
the ſhort account is, thatin our diſtruſts 
we either deny him to be God, or our 
ſelues to be men, by reſiſting the moſt 
evident dictates of that reaſon which di- 
ſtinguiſhes us from brutes. For certainly 
there is not in human diſcourſe a more 
irrefragable Maxim , then that we ought 


for our own ſakes to reſign our ſelves 
ro 
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to fiim , who we are infallibly fure, can; 
and will chuſe better for us then we for 
our felves. | whevis fn 
7. Tur 1s was ſoapparent by mere na. 
| tural light, that Socrates advifed men' to 
pray only for bleſſings in general , and 
leave the parriculat kind of them to Gods 
eletion, who beſt knows what is good 
for us. And ſure this is ſuch a piece of 
divinity , as extremely reptoches us Chris 
ſtizis, who cannot match a Heathen in 
his/implicit faith to God. Nay indeed 
tis the vileſt defamation upon-God him- 
ſelf; that we who pretend to know. him 
more , ſhould truſt him leſs. So that we 
ſee our repinitigs do not terminate in their 
own proper guilt, bur do in theic conſe. 
quences ſwell higher, and- our diſcontents 
propagate thernſelves into Blaſphemy, For 
while we impatiently complain of our 
wants, .we do: tacitly tax God to want &i- 
ther that wiſdom, power, or love, where- 
by he ſhould ſupply us. Andſure he muſt 
be very Atheiſtical ro whom this will not 
ſive a competent prejudice againſt this 
n. | 
8. And this very conſideration will 
equally prejudg” the other branch of our 
diſcontents; I mean thoſe which repine 
at 
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at the ills we ſuffer, And not only our 
privative,but our poſitive afflitions may 
by it have their bitrerneſs taken off: for 
the ſame goodneſs and wiſdom which de- 
nies thoſe things we like, becauſe they 
are hurtful for us,do's upon the very ſame 
reaſon give us thoſe diſtaſtful things 
which he ſces profitable. A wiſe Phyfi. 
cian do's not only diet, but if occafion 
be, purge his Patient alſo, And ſurely 
there is not ſuch a purifier, ſuch a cleanſer 
of the ſoul as are aflitions, if we do nor 
(like diſorderly Patients) fruſtrate their 
efficacy by the irregular managery of our 
ſelves under them, 
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Of the advantage of Afflitions. 


1. Þ T were the work of a volume to give 
an exact and minute account of the 
benefit of AﬀiQions, I ſhall only pojut 
at ſome of the more general and obvious, 
And firſt, it is one of the moſt awakening 
calls to repentance; and to this end it is 
that God moſt uſually defigns it, We ſee 
the whole ſcene of it, Heſ.5.15.1 will go and 
return to my place, till they acknowleag their 
offence, and ſetk my face : in their aſfliftion 
they will ſtek me early: and in the very 
next verſe we find this voice of God e- 
choed forth by a penitential note, Come, 
and let us return unto the Lord, for he hath 
torn, and he will heal us; he hath ſmitten, 
and he will bind us up. Thus we find the 
Brethren of Jo/eph, tho there had a long 
interval paſſed berwixt their barbarous v- 
ſage of him, and his feigned rigor to them, 
yet when they ſaw themſelves diftreſt by 
che one, then they begin to recolle@ the 
orier, 
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other, ſaying, We are verily guilty concern« 
ing our brother, Gen. 42. 21, Proſperity 
is an intoxicating thing, and thereare few 
brains ſtrong enough to bear ity it laies 
us alleep, and amuſes us with pleaſant 
dreams, whilſt in the mean time Satan ri- 
fles our treſures, and ſpoils us, by the de. 
ceitful charms of fin, of our innocency 
and real happineſs. And can there be a 
more friendly office don for a man in this 
condition, then to rouz him, and brin 
him to apprehend the deſigns that are Raid 
- re him? And this is the errand on 
which afflictions are ſent : ſothat we have 
reaſon tolook on them as our friendsand 
confedecates that intend our reſcue, and 
to take the alarm they give us, anddili- 
gently ſeek out thoſe inteſtine enemies of 
which they warn us. And he that inftead 
of this, quarrels at their interpoſing, 
thinks them his enemzes becauſe they tell him 
the truth, Gal. 4.16. does miſerably per- 
vert the counſel of God againſt himſelf, Luk. 
7. 30. and may at laſt verify his own jea- 
loufies 3 and by ſo provoking an ingrati- 
tude, convert thoſe into the wounds of an 
enemy, which were originally meant as 
the Corre&ions of a Father, 
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2. And azaffliitions do thus in gene. 
ral admoniſhus of ſins, ſo it pleaſes God 
moſt frequently ſo to model and frame 
them, thar they bear the very image and 
impreſs of thoſe particular guilts they are 
to chaſtiſe, and are the dark ſhadows that 
attend our gay delights, or flagrant in- 
ſolencies. The Wiſe Man obſerves, that 
the curning the Egyptian Waters into 
Blood,was a manifeſt reproof of that cru- 
el commandment for the murdering of 
the Hebrew Infants, Wi/d. 12,5. And 
ſurely we might in moſt, if not all our 
ſufferings, ſee ſome ſuch correſponding 
circumitances, as may lead us to the im- 
mediate provoking cauſe of it. God who 
does all things in number, weight, and 
meſure, does in puniſhments alſo obſerve 
a ſymmetry and proportion, and adapts 
them not only to the heinouſneſs, but 
even the very ſpecific kind of our crimes, 
The only fixtimmutrable rule he has given 
for his Vice-gerents on earth to puniſh 
by, is that in the caſe of murder, which is 
we ſee grounded on this rule of propor- 
tion, He that ſheddeth mans blood, by man 
ſhall his blood be fhed, Gen.9.6, And 
tho hc have now reſcinded the interior 
retaliations of the ejefor the eie, the tooth 
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for the tooth, Exod, 21, 24. (probably tor 
the hardneſs of our io OY he 
law our revengeful natures would be too 
much pleaſed with it) yet heas not pres. 
cluded himſclf from aCting by thoſe me- 
ſures, but we ſee itdo's very otten ſignally 
make men feel the ſmart of thoſe violen- 
cies or injuſtice they have uſed to others. 

Of this the Sacred ſtory affords ſeveral 
examples (as Adonib:zek, Jud.1.5. and 4 
hab, 1 King. 21, 19.) and profane many 
more, and daily experience and obſerva- 
tion moſt of all. And tho this method of 
retaliation is not alwaies ſo evident and 
apparent ro the World, becauſe mens fins 
are not alwaics lo, yet I believe if men 
would duely recollect,it would be tor the 
moſt part diſcernable to their own con- 
ſciences, and they would apparently ſee, 
that their Calamicies did but trace the 
footſteps of their ſins. 

\ 3. Now if we rightly weigh this, we 
cangot but think it a very advantageous 
circum{tance, We are naturally blind 
when we look inward, and if we have not 
ſome adventitious light to clear the ob- 
jeRt,wilbe very apt to overlook it. There- 
fore ſince the end of all our afflitions 1s 


our repentance, itisa wile and gracious 
diſpoſal 
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poſal, that they do thus point to us thoſe 
particular fins of which we are to repent, 
The body of fin will not be deftroiedin 
the whole @atire bulk, but muſt be dif- 
membred, pull'd to pieces limb by limb, 
He that atraques it otherwiſe, will be like 
Sertorius's ſoldier, who ineffeQtively tugg'd 
at the Horſes tail to get it off at once, 
when he that pull'd it hair by hair quickly 
did it. Therefore as it is a great part of our 
ſpiritual Wiſdom toknow in what eſpe- 
cial parts the Sampſon like ſtrength of our 
corruptions lie, 1o it is a great inſtance of 
Gods care of us, thus by his correCtions to 
diſcipline and inſtru us1n it. 

4. Is all our Afﬀicions therefore it is 
our concern, nicely and critically to ob- 
ſerve them. I mean not to enhance our 
murmurs and complaints, but to learn 7 
them what is Gods peculiar controverſy 
againſt us. This is 1ndeed to hear the rod, 
and who hath appointed it, Mic, 6. 9. Let 
him therefore that ſuffers in any of his 
concerns, examine whether he have not 
ſome correſponding guilt which anſwers 
toit, 4s face anſwers face, Prov. 27. 19, 
He that is impoveriſhed in his eſtate, let 
him conſider firſt how he acquired it, 
whether chere were not ſomthing of fraud 

or 
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or injuſtice, which like a cancrous hu- 
mor, mixtin its very elements and con- 
ſtitution, and eat out its bowels : or whe- 
ther ſome ſacrilegious prize, ſome coal 
from the altar have not fired his neſt, Or 
if nothing can be charged upon the ac- 
queſt, let him confider how he has uſed 
it; whether he have not made it rhe fuel 
of his lufts, in riot and exceſſes, or the 
obje& of his adoration in an inordinate 
value of it. In like manner he who is 
afflicted in his body,groans under the tor- 
ment of ſome grievous diſeaſe, may very 
ſaſonably interrogate himſelf, whether it 
have not bin contracted by his vice, whe. 
ther hzs bones be not (in a more literal ſenſe 
then Job meanr it) full of” the fins of his 
youth, Job 20. 11, and his ſurterting and 
drunkenneſs be not the cauſe,that hi ſoul, 
the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, abhors all manner 
of meat, and is even hard at deaths door, 
Palm 107. 18, or at leaſt whether the not 
em poyTing as healch and ſtrength to thoſe 
purpoſes tor which *'twas given,is not the 
reaſon of its bring withdrawn. He alſo 
that is invaded in his reputation, that hes 
under ſome great infamy, is to conſider 
whether it be not deferved; whether ſome 
part, if not the whole guilt of which he 

is 
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isaccuſed, ſtick not to him: or if he be 
clear in that particular inſtance, whether 
ſome conceled fin of his would not if it 
were known, incuras great ſcandal: for 
in that caſe he has in right forfeited his 
reputation, and God may make the ſci. 
Zure as well by an unjuſt, as a juſt accu- 
ſation, Or if his heart accuſe him not 
here, yetlet him farther refle&, whether 
his vain-glorious purſuits of praiſe and 
high conceits of hunſelf, have not made 
this an apt and neceſſary Humiliation 
for him. Or laſtly, let him recolle& hoy 
he has behaved himſelf towards others in 
this kind : whether he have had ajuſt ten- 
derneſs of his Neighbors fame, or have 
not rather expoſed and proſtituted it, In 
theſe and many other inſtances ſuch a 
rticular ſcrutiny, would (in all proba 
ility) diſcover the affinity and cogns 
tion between our guilts and our puniſh 
ments, and by marking out the Spring 
and Fountain-head, dire& us how to ſtop 
or divert the Current. And he that 
would diligently employ himſelf in this 
Inquiſition, would find little leiſure, and 
leſs cauſe to condole his Afitions, but 
would divertall his complaints upon him- 
elf, accept of the puniſhment of his iniqu« 
ty, 
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and thank the Lord for thusgiving him 
« Anraby 0] 16. 8. ow. 

5. A ſecond benefit which God de. 
figns us in our Aﬀictions, is the weaning 
us from the World,to diſentangle us from 
its fetters and charms,and draw us to him- 
ſelf. We read in the ſtory of the De- 

e, that ſo long as the Earth was cover- 

with Waters, the very Raven was con- 
tanted to take ſhelter in the Ark, but 
when all was fair and dry, even the Dove 
finally forſook it, Gen. $. 12. And 'tis 
mach ſo with us : the worſt of men will 
commonly in diſtrefſes have recourſe to 
God (the very Heathen Mariners in a 
ſtorm could rebuke Jonah tor not calling 
upon his God, Jon, 1.6,) when yet the very 
beſt of us, are apt to forget him amidſt 
the blandiſhments and infinuations of 
proſperity. The Kind aſpes of the 
World are very enchanting, apt to in- 
veigle and beſot us; and therefore it is 
Gods care over us, to let us ſomtimes ſee 
her more averting countenance in her 
frowns and ſtorms, that, as Children 
frighted by ſome ugly appearance, we 
may run into the arms of our Father, A- 
las, were all things exa&ly firted to our 
humors here, when ſhould we think of a 

5 remove ? 
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remove? and had not Death ſome har. 
bingers to prepare us for him, what a 
ſurpriſing gueſt would he be to us ? 'Tis 
ſtoried of Antigonts, that ſeeing a Soldier 
in his Campot ſodaring a courage, that 
healwaies courted the moſt hazardous at. 
temts, and obſerving him alſo of a very 
infirm ſickly habit, he took a particular 
care of him, and by Medicines and good 
attendance recovered himz which no 
ſooner he had don, but the man grew 
more cautious, and would no longer ex- 
poſe himſelf as formerly ; and gave this 
reaſon for it, that now he was healthy his 
life was of ſome value to him, and not to 
be hazarded at the ſame rate, as when it 
wasonly aburden; and ſhould God cure 
all our complaints, render us perfectly at 
Eaſe, I fear too many of us would beof 
the Soldiers mind, think our lives too 
good to reſign to him, much more to ha- 
zard for him, asour Chriſtianity in many 
caſes obliges us. Theſon of Syrach ob- 
ſerves, how dreadful death 1s to aman that 
#s at reſt tn his poſſeſons,that hath abundance 
of all things, and hath nothing to vex him; 
nay hedeſcends much lower, and puts 1n 
him who is yet able to receive meat, Ecclus, 
Ik. 1. Thetruthis, we do fo paſhonate- 

ly 
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ly dote upan the world, that like beſotted 
Lovers, we can bear a great deal of ill y- 
ſage, before we quit our purſuit. Any lit- 


tle fligh{vor atones us after multiplied 
affronts, And we muſt be diſciplined by 
repeted diſappointments,ere we can with- 
draw our confidence, But how fatally 
ſecure ſhould we be, if God ſhould per- 
mit this Siren alwaiesto entertain us with 
her mafic, and ſhould not by ſome dif- 
cordant grating notes, interrupt our ra* 
ptures, and rccal us to ſober thoughts ? 

6. InDz xp 'tis one of the higheſt in- 
ſtances of Gods love, and of his clemen- 
cy alſo, thus to proje@ our reducement. 
We wereallin our Baptiſm affhanced to 
him, with a particular abrenunciation of 
the world, ſo that we cannot without the 
greateſt diſloialry caſt our ſelves into its 
embraces; and yet when we have thus 
broken the covenant of our God, Prov. 2.17. 
he does not purſue us with a jealous rage, 
with the ſeverity which an abuſed rival'd 
kindneſs would ſuggeſtzdoth not give us 
a bill of divorce and diſclame hisrelarionz 
but contrives how he may reclame and . 
bring us back to himſelf. The tranſcen- 
dency of this lenity God excellently de- 
ſcribes by the Prophet in the caſe of //raet, 
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They /, if a man put away his wife, and 
ſhe become another mans: ſhall he return 
unto her again ? but thou haſt plaied the 
harlot with many lovers, yet reign unto me 
ſaith the Lord, Jer. 3.1, And this, tho 
a great height of Indulgence, is no more 
then he daily repetes to us. After we 
have baſely adulterated with the World, 
converted our affeftions from God to it, 
he do's not give us over, abandon us to 
our leud courſe, and conſequent ruin; 
but till invites our return: and leſt that 
may not ſerve, he does with a mm deal 
of Holy artifice, eſſay to break that accur- 
ed League into which we are enter*d,pulls 
of the diſguiſe in which the world court. 
edus, and makes us ſee it as it is in it ſelf, 
a ſcene of vanity and vexation of ſpirit, 
Eccles. i. 14. 

6. Axnp as he does this in general, fo 
alſo with a particular application to thoſe 
temporal ſatisfa&ions wherewith we were 
molt tranſported, The things to which we 
are more indifferent do not ſo much en. 
dangerus; 'tis thoſe upon which we haye 
more vehemently ſet our hearts, which 
become our ſnares, and awake his jealou- 
{y; and accordingly we frequently ſce that 
*cis in thoſe he chuſes to croſs us, How 

ot- 
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often does it happen that thoſe which are 
enamored of themſelves, dote upon their 
own Features, do meet with ſome diſeaſe 
or accident which blaſts their Beauty,wi- 
thers that fair Flower, and makes their 
Winter overtake their Spring ? So in our 
Friends and Relations *ris uſually ſeen, 
we ſooneſt loſe thole for whom we 
have the greateſt, the moſt immoderate 
paſſion, If there be one fondling a- 
mong our Children, *cis odds bur that is 
taken away, or made as much the object 
of our griet and ſorrow, as ever it was of 
our joy and love, When God ſces our, 
hearts ſoexceſlively cleave to any tranſi- 
tory thing, he knows 'tis neceſſary to ®- 
ver them, for whil'f we have ſuch clogs 
upon us, our ſouls will cleave to the duſt, 
Pſalm 119. r. will not be able to ſoar up 
to the higher Region for which they are 

deſign'd, 
7. In a word, God fo lovcs us, that he 
removes whatever he ſces will obſtruct 
that intimate union which he delires with 
us; and ſure this is ſo obliging, that tho 
he ſhonld bid us to our loſs, tho he could 
got recompence us for what he takes from 
ns, yet we mult be very ill natur'd it we 
can be angry at ſv much kindneſs, But 
when 
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when to this is added, that all this is prin» 
cipally, aay folely defign'd for our ad- 
vantage, that God takes from us all theſe 
emty deluſory contentments, merely that 
he may initate us in ſolid and durable 
joiesz we betray as much | pe omans of 
our intereit, as inſenſibleneſs of our ob. 
ligation, if we repine that God makes us 
ſo much his care, *Tis true indeed, the 
things to which we have ſo inordinatly 
adhered,do ftick fo cloſe,that they cannot 
be pull'd away without ſome pain: yet for 
our corporal ſecurity we can endure the 
{undring of parts that do not only cleave, 
but grow to us. He that has a gangrend 
mgmber, ſuffers it to be cut off to ſave his 
whole body,and do'snot revile,but thank 
and reward the Chirurgion. Yet where 
our ſouls are concern'd, and where the 
things have no native union with us, but 
are only cemented by our paſſions, we are 
impatient of the method, and think God 
deals very hardly with us, not to let us 
periſh with what we love. The ſum of all 
15 this, God, tho he be abundantly conde- 
{ſcending,yet he will never ſtoop ſo low as 
to ſhare his intereſt in us with the worlds 
it we will devote our ſelves to it, 'tis not 
all our emty forms of ſervice will ſatisfy 

him, 
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himzif we cannot divorce our hearts from 
it, he will divorce himſelt eternally from 
us, And thecaſebeing thus, we are ſure 
very ill adviſed if we do not contentedly 
refign our ſelves to his methods, & cheer- 
fally endure them how ſharp ſoever. The 
only expedient we have for our own caſe, 
isto ſhorten the cure by giving our aſh. 
ſtance, and not by ſtruglings to render it 
more difficult and paintul. Let us entirely 
ſurrender our wills to him, and when we 
have don that, we may without muchpain 
let him take any thing elſe. But the more 
ditficulc we find it to be diſentangled from 
the World, the greater ſhould our caution 
be againſt all future engagements to it. If 
our eſcape hath bin as the Apoſtle ſaies, /o 
as by fire, Jade 23, with much ſmart and 
hazard, let us at leaſt have ſo much wit, as 
the common Proverb allows children,and 
not again expoſe our ſelves : let us never 
glue our hearts to any external thing, but 
tet all the concerns of the World hang 
looſe about us : by that means we ſhall be 
able to put them off inſenfibly when ever 
God calls. for them, or perhaps we ſhall 
prevent his calling for them ar all, it be- 
ing for the moſt part our too cloſeadhe- 
hon to them which promts him to it. 
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8. A third advantage of afflitions is, 
that it is a mark and ſignature of our ad- 
option, a witneſs of our legitimation, 
What ſon is he (ſaith the Apoſtle) whom 
the Father chaſtiſeth nat? but if ye be with. 
out chaſtiſement, whereof all are partakers, 
then are ye baftards and not ſons, Heb. 12.7, 
8. Jacob clad his darling Joſeph in a 
par'y-coloured Coat, and Gods favorites 
do here wear a Livery inter-woven with 
a mixture of dark and gloomy colours; 
theig/ong white robes are laid up for them 
againſt they come to the marrage of the 
Lamb, Rev. 19.7. Indeed we much mi- 
ſtake the defign of Chriſtianity , if we 
think it calls us to a condition of eaſe and 
ſecurity. -TIt might ſuit well enough with 
the Votaries of the Golden Calf, to fit 
down to eat and drink, andriſe up to play, 
Exod. 32. 6. but the Dilciples of the cru- 
Cified Savior are trained to another dilci- 
pline, our profeſſion enters us into a ſtate 
of warfare, andaccordingly our very Ba- 
ptiſmal engagement runs all in military 
terms, and we are not only S:rvants of 
Chriits Family, but Soldiers of his Camp. 
Now we know in a War men muſt not 
expett to pals their rime in eaſe and ſoft- 
neſs, but beſides all the dangers and dit- 

ficulties 
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ficulties of the combat, have many other 
hardſhips to endure, hunger and thirſt, 
heat and cold, hard lodgings and weary 
marches: and he that is tao nice for thoſe, 
will not long ftick to his colours, And 
it is the ſame in our ſpiritual warfare:ma- 
fy preſſures and ſufferings are annexed to 
it, and our paſſive valor is no lefs tried 
then our ative. In reſpec of this it is 
that our Savior admoniſhes his Proſelytes 
to compute firſt the difficulties incident 
to their profeſſion, and thathe may not 
enſnare us by propoſing too eaſy terms, 
he bids us reckon up the worſt, and 
tellsns, that he that for/akes not all that he 
hath, ſhall not be his diſciple, Luke 14, 26. 
and that we muſt thro much tribulation enter 
into the kingdom of God, As 14. 22. In- 
deed, *rwcre very ablurd for us to expe 
eaſier conditions, when theſe are the ſame 
to which our Leader his ſubmirted. The 
Captain of our Salvation was perfefted by 
ſufferings, Heb. 2. 10. and if it behooved 
Chrif to ſuffer before he'enter'd into his glo« 
ry, Luke 24, 46. it were inſolent madneſs 
74 us to look to be carried thither upon 
onr beds of Ivory, or fromthe noiſe of 
our Harps and Viols, be immediatly rapr 
into the Choir of Angels. 
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8. Tax1s has bin ſo much confider'd 
by pious men, that they have lookt upon 
their ſecular proſperities with fear and jea- 
louly,and many have ſolemnly petition'd 
for croſſes, as thinking them the neceſſary 
atteſtation of their ſon-ſhip, and means of 
aſſimulation to their elder brother, Why 
then ſhould that which was ſodefirable 
to them, appear ſo formidable to us # or 
why ſhould we ſo vehemently deprecate, 
what they ſo earneſtly invited ? If we in- 
deed think it a privilegs to be the ſons 
of God, and fellow-heirs with Chriſt, why 
do we grudg at the condition ? The Ro- 
man Captain tells St, Payl, that he ob. 
tained the immunities of a Roman with 4 
great ſum, As 22,28. and ſhall we ex- 
pe ſo much a nobler and more advan- 
tageous adoption perfely grats ? look 
that God ſhould change his whole Oeco- 
nomy for oureaſe, give us an Eternal In- 
heritance, diſcharged of thoſe Temporal 
Incumbrances himſelf has annexed to it ? 
This were ſure as unjuſt a hopezas it would 
be a vain one, When David had that en- 
ſnared propoſalmade him, of being the 
Kings ſon in Law, r Sm. 18. 21. he ſet 
ſucha value upon thedignity, that he de- 


fpiſed the difficulty of the condition : and 
ſure 
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ſure we muſt have very low abje& ſouls, 
if when ſo infinitly a higher advancement 
is ſincerely offer*'d us, we can ſuffer any 
makealen of hardſhip to divertus.In'a 
word, let us remember that of the A 
ftle,;f we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with himg 
2 Tim. 2. 13» And thoour attictions be 
in themſelyesnot joious but grievous,yet + 
when they are conſider'd as the earneſt of 
our future inheritance, they put on an- 
other face, and may rather enamor then 
fright us. 
9, Afourth advantage of affliions is, 
that they excite our compaſſions towards 
others : there is nothing qualifies us ſo 
rightly to eſtimate the ſuffering of others, 
the having our ſelves felt them : with- 
out this our apprehenfions of them are as 
dull and laſek, as a blind man's of co. 
lours, or a deaf man of ſounds, They hat 
fretch themſelves upon thetr couches, that 
eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves 
wt of the midſt of the ſtall: that chaunt ta 
the ſound of the vil, _—_ in bowls, and 
aint themſelves with the chief ointments, 
will not much be grieved with the afflitions 
if Foſeph, Amos 6. 4. Nay ſo neceſſary is 
our experience towards our commiſerati- 
on, that we ſee 'twas thought a requiſite 
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accompliſhment of our High Prieſt (that 
higheſt example of unbounded compal-. 
ſion) and therefore faith the Apoſtle, 
It behooved him in all things to be made 
like his brethren, that he might be a merciful 
and faithful high Prieſt in things pertaining 
to God, to make reconciliation for the ſing 
. of the people, for in that he himſelf hath 
wffer'd being temted, he 1s able alſo t0 
ſuccor them that axe temted, Heb. 2.17, 18, 
But if he whoſe mere ſenſe of our mile. 
ries brought him down to us, choſe this 
expedient to adyance his pity, how ge- 
cellary is it to our petrified bowels ? And 
ſince God has aſſign'd our mercies to our 
Brethren, as the ſtandard by which he 
will proportion his to us, *tis more ours 
then their advantage to have them enlar. 
ged: fo that when by making us taſt of 
their cup, acquainting us with the bitter 
reliſh of their ſufferings, he prepares us 
toa Chriltian ſympathy with them, 'tis 
but a remoter way of obliging and quali- 
fying us for a more ample portion of his 
mercy, Nay belides the peofit, there is 
honor accrues to us by it. Campaſiion 1s 
one of the beſt properties of our nature, 
and weunman our ſelves when we uu it 
off ; nay more, 'cis an attribute of the Di- 
vinity, 
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yinity,and the more we advance in it, the 
cloſer approches we make to him, And 
therefore we have all reaſon to bleſs him 
for that diſcipline by which he promotes 
ps in ſo excellent, ſo neccifary a grace. 
10, A fifth benefit of affliction, is, that 
it is an improvement of Devotion, ſets 
us with more heartineſs to our Praiers, 
Whil'& Proſperity flows in upon us, we 
bath our ſelves in its ſtreams, but are very 
apt to forget its ſource ;z ſo that God is 
fain to ſtop the current, leave us dry and 
parched, that our needs may make us do 
what our gratitude would not, trace our 
bleflings up to the original ſpring, and 
both acknowledg and invoke him as the 
Author of all our good, This effect of 
aflitions is obſerv'd by the Propher, 
Lord, in trouble have they viſited thee, they 
poured out a proier when thy chaſtning was 
upen them, Ila. 25. 16, And Tbehlieve I 
may appeal to every mans experience, 
whether his Praiers be not more frequent 
and more hearty too, when heis under 
ſomediſtreſs, Then how 1mportunate are 
weinour Petitions ? how profule in our 
Vowsand Promiſes? ſaying with 7/raet, 
Deliver us only we pray thee this day : and they 
ft away the ſtrange Gods from among them, 
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and ſerved the Lord, Jud. 10, 15. I con- 
fels,'tis no good indication of our temper, 
that we need thus to be put inthe preſs 
ere we will yield any thing. yet fificewe 
are fo diſingenuous, 'tis a mercy in God to 
adapt his methods to us, to extort when 
we will not give; and it he can have no 
free-will-ofterings,yet at leaſt to exad his 
tribute, Nor do's hedeſign the effe&t of 
this thould ceaſe with the calamity that 
raiſ'd it, but expe&s our compell'd ad- 
dreſſes thould bring us into the way of 
voluntary ones, and happily enſnare us 
into Piety, And indeed herein we are 
worſ: then brutiſh if it do not. We think 
It a barbarous rudeneſs to engagea man in 
our affairs, and as ſoon as we have ſerved 
our own turns, never take farther notice 
of him. Nay indeed the very beaſts may 
lefture us in this piece of Morality, ma- 
ny of them paying a fignal gratitutle 
where they have received benefits : and 
ſhall we not comie up at leaſt to their 
pitch ? ſhall not the endearment of our 
deliverance bring our deliverer into ſome 
repute 8 conſideration with us, and make 
us deſire to keep up an acquaintance and 
entercourſe with him ? Yet if ingenuity 
work not with us, let intereſtat leaſt 3-1 

yail, 
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vail , and the remembrance how ſoon 
we may need him again, admoniſhus not 
to make our ſelves ſtrangers to him, God 
complains of Iſrael, Wherefore ſay my peo. 
ple, weare Lords ? we will come no more at 
thee, Jer. 2. 31. A very inſoleatfolly to 
renounce that dependance by which a- 


lone they ſubfiſted, and no leſs will ic be 
in any of us if we ſtop our recourſe to him 
becauſe we have had advantage by it. We 
have no aſſurance that the ſame occaſion 
ſhall not recur, but with what face can 
we then reſume that entercourſe which 
in the interval we deſpiſed ? So that if 
we haye but any ordinary Providence 
we ſhall ſtill ſo celebrate paſt reſcues, as 
to continue in a capacity of begging 
more, and then we cannot but alſo con- 
feſs the benefit of thoſe firſt calamities 
which inſpirited our devotion, and taught 
| to pray incarneſt, and will be aſhamed 
that our Thanks ſhould be urter'd in a 
finrer accent then our Peritions ; or our 
daily Spiritual Concerns ſhould be more 
coldly ſolicited then our Temporal ac- 
cidental ones. 
11. Nok isit only our devotion that is 
thus improved by our diltreſſes,but many 
other Graces; our Faith, our Hope, our 
Patience, 
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Patience, our Chriſtian Sufferance and 
Fortitude, It is notriumph of Faith to 
truſt God for thoſe good things which 
he gives us in hand, this is rather to walk 
tenſe then Faith, but to rely on himin 
the greateſt deſtitution, and againſt hope 
to believe in hope, this is the Faith of a true 
child of Abraham, and will be imputed to 
as (as it was to him) for righteouſneſs, 
Rom. 4.23. So alſo our Patience ows 
all its opportnuities of exerciſe to our 
Afiitions, and conſequently owes alſo a 
great partof its being to them, for we 
know deſuerude will loſe habits. . What 
imaginable uſe is there of Patience; 
where there is nothing to ſuffer ? In our 
proſperous ſtate, we may indeed ——y 
our Temperance, our Humility,our Cau- 
tion 3 but Patience fecms then a uſeleſs 
Vertue : nay indeed, for ought we know, 
may be counterfeit, till adverſity bring it 
to the teſt, And yet this is the moſt glo- 
rious accompliſhment of a Chriſtian, that 
which moſt eminently conforms him to 
the Image of his Savior, whoſe whole lite 
was a perpetual exerciſe of this gracez and 
therefore we love our eaſe too well if we 
are unwilling to buy this Pearl at any 
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12. LastLy, Our thankfnlneſs is (at 
leaſt ought tobe) increaſt by our diſtreſ- 
ſes.” Tis very natural tor us to reflect with 
value and eſteem upon thoſe Bleffings we 
have loſt, and we too often do it to aggrd- 
yate our diſcontent : but ſure, the more 
rational uſe of it is to raiſe our thaukful- 
nels for the time wherein we enjojed 
them. Nay not only our former enjoi- 
ments, but even our preſent deprivations 
deſerve our gratitude, if we conſider the 
happy advantages we may reap from 
them. If wewill perverſly caſt them a- 
way, that unworthy contemt paies no 
ſcores, for we ſtill ſtand anſwerable in 
Gods account for the good he deſign'd, 
and we might have had by it, and we be« 
come liable to a new charge for our ingras 
titude in thus deÞifing the chaſtiſement of 
the Lord, Heb. 12. 5, 

13. And now if all theſe benefits of 
afflictions (which are yet but imperfectly 
recited) may be thought worth confi- 
dering, it cannot but reconcile us to 
the ſharpeſt of Gods methods; unleſs we 
will own our ſelves ſuch mere Animals, 
as to have no other apprehenſions then 
what our bodily ſenſes convey to us. For 
ſure, he that has reaſon enough to under- 

u ſtand 
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ſtand that he has an immortal ſoul,cannot 
but aſſent that its intereſts ſhould be ſex. 
ved, tho with the diſplacency of his fleſh, 
Yetevenin regard of that, our murmur- 
ings are oft very unjuſt, for we do many 
times ignorantly prejudg Gods deſigns 
towards us even in Temporals, who tre. 
quently makes a little tranſient auneafi. 
neſs the paſſage to ſecular felicities. Moſes 
when he fled out of Egypt, probably lit- 
tle thought that he ſhould return thithera 
God unto Pharaoh, Exod. 4. 16. and aslit- 
tle did Joſeph when he was brought thither 
a ſlave, that he was to be a Ruler there: 
yet asdiſtant as thoſe ſtates were, the Di- 
vine Providence had ſo connected then, 
that the one depends upon the other, And 
certainly we may often obſerve the like 
over-ruling hand in our own diftrefſes, 
that thoſe events which we have entertain- 
ed with the greateſt regret, have in the 
conſequences bin very beneficial tous, 
14, To conclude, we have certainly 
both from ſpeculation and experience, a- 
bundant matter to calm all our diſquiets, 
to ſatisfy our diſtruſts, and to fix in us an 
entire reſignation to Gods diſpoſals, who 
has deſigns which we cannot penetrate, 
but none which we need fear, uuleſs we 
our 
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our ſelves pervert them. We have our Sa. 
viors word for it, that he will not grve us a 
fone when we ask bread, nor 4 ſcorpion when 
we ash a fiſh, Matth. 7.9. Nay hislove 
ſecures us yet farther from the errors of 
our own wild choice,and do's not giveus 
thoſe ſtones and ſcorpions which we im- 
portune for, Let us then leave our con- 
cerns to him who beſt knows them, and 
make it our ſole care to entertain his dif 
penſations with as much ſubmiſhon and 
duty, as he difpences them with loye and. 
wiſdom, Andif we can but do ſo, we 
may dare all the power of Earth and Hell 
too, to make us miſerable : for be our af- 
fictions what they can, we are ſure they 
are but what we in ſome reſpect oc other 
need ; be they privative or poſitive, the 
want of, what we wiſh, or the ſuffering of 
what we wiſh not, they are the diſpolals 
of him who cannot err, and we ſhall fi- 
nally have cauſe to ſay with the Plalmiſt, 
It ts good for me that 1 have bin afflifted, 
Pſalm 119. 71. 
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Sn CT. IX, 


Of our Misfortunes compared with 
other mens, 


E come now to1mpreſs an equally 
juſt and uſeful conſideration, the 
comparing our Misfortunes with thoſe of 
other mens : and he that does that, will cer- 
tainly ſee 1o little cauſe to think himſelf 
—_— that he will nor find himſelf ſu. 
_ ative in calamity ; for there 1s no man 
iving that can with reaſon affirm himſelf 
to be the very unhappicſt man,there being 
innumerable diſtreſſes of others which he 
knows not of, and conſequently cannot 
bring them in balance with his own. A 
multitude of men thereare whoſe perſons 
he knows not, and evenof thoſe he does, 
he may be micha ſtranger to their diſtrel- 
ſes z many forrows may lie at the heart of 
him who carries a ſmiling face, -and man 
a man has binan object of envy to thole 
who look but on the ſurface of his ſtate, 
who yet to thoſe who know his private 
griefs appears more worthy of compal- 
fon, And ſure this confuſed uncer- 
tain 
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tain eſtimate of other mens aflictions, 
may divert us from all loud out-cries of 
our own. Solon ſceing a friend much op- 
preſt with grief,carried him up to a Town 
that over-lookt the City of CArhexs, and 
ſhewing him all the Buildings, ſaid ro him, 
Conſider how many ſorrows have,do, and 
ſhall in future Ages inhabit under all thoſe 
roots, and do not vex thy ſelf with thoſe 
inconveniencies which are common to 
mortality,as if they were only yours. And 
ſure *twas good advice : for ſuffering is al- 
moſt as inſeparable an adjunct of our na- 
ture, as dying is: yet we do not ſee men 
very apt toimbitter their whole lives by 
the fore-fight that they muſt die, but ſee- 
ing it a thing as univerſal as inevitable, 
they are more forward to take up the E- 
picures reſolution, Let ws eat and drink , 
for tomorrow we die, 1 Cor. 15. 32: And 
why ſhould we not look upon afflitions 
alſo as the common lot of humanity, and 
as wetake the advantages, ſo be content 
to bear the incumbrances of that ſtare ? 
2. But befides that implicite allow- 
ance that :is thus to be made for the un- 
knawn calamities of others, if we ſurvey 
but thoſe that lie open and vifible to us, 
the moſt of us ſhall find enough to dif. 
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Countenanc2 our Complaints. Who is 
there that when he has moſt ſtudioully re. 
collefed his miſeries, may not find ſome 
or other that apparently equals, if not 
excceds hin? He that ſtomacs his own 
being cont:zmn'd and flighted, may ſee 
another perſecuted and oppreſt, He that 
groans under ſome ſharp pain, may ſee 
another aficted with ſharper: and even 
he that has the moſt acute torments in his 
body, may ſee another more ſadly cruci- 
at-d by the agonies of his mind. So that 
it we would but look aboutus, we ſhould 
fee ſo many forcign occaſions of our pi- 
ty, that we ſhould beaſham'd to contig 
it wholly to our ſelves. 

3. It will perhaps be ſaid, that this can- 
not b2 univerſally true, for that there muſt 
1m comparative degrees be fome lowelt 
ſtat2 of miſery: I grant it, bur ſtill rhat 
ſtare conſiſts not in ſuch an indiviſible 
point, that any one perſon can have the 
incloſure ; or if it do, twill be ſo hard for 
any to diſcern who that one perſon is,that 
I need defire no fairer a compoſition, then 
to havecvery man ſuſpend his repinings, 
rill he can evince his title. Buralas, there 
are but few that can make any approches 
to fucha pretence : for tho if we advert 
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to mens complaints, we ſhould think all 
degrees of compariſon were confounded, 
and every man were equally the greateſt 
ſufferer; yet certainly in the truth of 
things tis nothing ſo : for (not to repete 
what was before mention'd, that proba- 
bly no man 1s miſerable in any propor- 
tion to the utmoſt degree of poſhbiliry) 
the remarkably unhappy are very far the 
leſs number. And how paſlionatly ſo- 
ever men exaggerate their Calamities,yet 
—_ in their ſober mood, they will 
carce change ftates with thoſe whom 
they profeſs ro think more happy then 
themſelves. It was the ſaying of Socrates, 
that if there werea common bank made 
of all mens troubles, moit men would ra- 
ther chuſe to take thoſe they brought, 
then to venture upon anew dividend And 
indeed he had reaſon for his ſuppolition 
for conſidering how great a part of raany 
mens aflitions are oft their own making, 
fictitious and imaginary, they may jultly 
fear leaſt they ſhould exchange feathers 
for lead, their own emty ſhadows for the 
real and preſſing calamities of others, and 
cannot but- think it beſt ro ſit down with 
their own, which ſerves their declamati- 


ons as well,and their eaſe much better. We 
| oft 
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oft ſee menatalittle miſ-ſhaping of a gar. 
ment, a ſcarce diſcernable error in their 
Cook, or their ſhorteſt interruption in 
their ſports, in ſuch tranſports of trouble, 
as if they were the moſt unfortunate men 
inthe World; yet for all that you ſhall 
hardly perſwade them to change with him 
whoſe courſe clothings ſuperſedes all 
care of the taſhion,whole appetite was ne- 
ver diſappointed for want of ſawce, and 
whoſe perpetual toil makes him infſenfi» 
ble what the defeat of ſport ſignifies. 

4- Nay even where the exchange ſeems 
more equal, where the afflitions are on 
both fides ſolid and ſubſtantial, yet a 
prudent man would ſcarce venture upon 
the barter. *Tis no ſmall advantage to 
know what we have to conteſt with, to 
have experimented the worſt of its at- 
taques, by which we become better able 
to guard our ſelves: buta new evil comes 
with the force of a ſurpriſe, and finds us 
open and diſarmed. Ir is indeed almoſt a 
miraculous power that cuſtom has in re- 
conciling us to things otherwiſe diſplea- 
ſing , all our ſenſes are taught to remit 
of their averſion by familiarity with un- 
grateful objeQs: that ugly form which 
at firſt makes us ſtart, by uſe deveſts its 
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terror, and we reconcile our ſelves to 
harth ſounds 8 ill reliſhes by long cuſtom. 
And. ſure it has the very ſame efte& upon 
our-minds, the-moſt fierce calamities do 
by acquaintance grow more tractable; ſo 
that he that exchanges an old one for a 
new, do's but bring a wild Lion into his 
houle inſtead of atame : it may for ought 
he knows immediatly tear him in pieces, 
but at leaſt muſt coſt him a great deal of 
pains to render it gentle and tamiliar , and 
certainly no wiſe man would wiſh to make 
ſuch a bargain. 

5. By allthis it appears that how extra- 
vagantly- ſoever we aggravate our own 
calamities and extenuate other mens, we 
dare not upon recolle@ion ſtand to our 
own eſtimate, and what can be {aid more 
in prejudice of our difcontents?Tis a grant- 
ed maxim that every man muſt have affli- 
Qions, man that i born of a woman, ſaies 
Fob, ts of few years, and /ull of triuble, Job 
13. 4. and we muſt reyerſe Gods funda-. 
meatal law , before we can hope for a to- 
tal exemtion. All thatany man can «ſpire 
to, isto have biit an equal ſhare with 0- 
thers, and the generality of men have 
fo, at leaſt none can prove he has not ſo; 
;andrill he can, his murmurs will ſure be 
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very unjuſtifiable , eſpecially when they 
have this conviucing circumſtance as 
gainſt them, that hedares not upon ſober 
thoughts change his affliions with moſt 
of his neighbors. He is an ill member of 
a community , who in public aſſeſments 
would ſhuffle off all paiments: and he is 
no better, who in this common tax God 
has laid upon our nature, is not content 
to bear his ſhare. 

6. AND truly would we but conſider 
that in all our ſufferings nothing befals us 
but what is common to our kind, nay 
which is extremely exceeded by many 
wirhia the verge of our own oblervation, 
wemult be ſenſeleffily partial to be impa« 
tient, The Apoſtle thought it a Compe- 
tent conſolation for the firſt Chriſtians, 
that there had no temtation befallen them 
but what was common to men, 1 Cor. io, 
13. and we betray very extravagant Opi« 
nions of our ſelves if it be not lo to us, 
Indeed twas ſcarce poſlible for us to be 
ſo unſatisfied , as the greateſt part of us 
are, did we in the comparing our ſelyes 
with others, proceed with any tolerable 
ingenuity. 

7. Bur alas weare very fallacious and 
deceitful in the point, we do not com- 
pare 
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pare the good of others with our good, 
nor their evil with our evil; but with an 
envious  curiofity we: amaſs together all 
the deſireable circumſtances of our neigh- 
bors condition ;” and with as prying dif- 
content we” ratilack all our grievances , 
and- confront to: them. This 1s ſo inſfin- 
cerea way of proceeding , as the moſt or- 
dinary- underſtanding can dete&. If I 
{hould wager that my arm were longer 
then another mans, - and for tryal meſure 
my-arm with his finger , he muſt be ſtu- 
pidly® filly, that ſhould award for me; 
andiyet this were not a grofler cheat, then 
tharwhich we put upon our ſelves, in our 
conpariſons with others. And tis a little 
Itrange to obſerve unto what various pur- 
poles we can apply this one thin piece of 
Sophiftry , for when we compare our 
neighbors and our ſelves in point of mo- 
rality;, wedo but reverſe the fallacy , and 
prefeatly make his vices as much exceed 


+oars.; .as our calamities did his in the 0- 
\ther inſtance. They are indeed both great 


violences to reaſon and juſtice, yet the la« 
ter is ſure the pleaſanter kind of deceit. 
A:man has ſome joy in thinking himſelf 
leſs wicked then his neighbor , but what 
maginable comfort can he take in think- 
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ing himſelf more miſerable ? certainly he 
that would ſubmit to a couſenage,,, had 
much better ſhift the ſcene, and think 
his ſufferings leſs then they are, rather 
then more; for fince opinion is' the thing 
that uſually ſets an edg upon our calanmi« 
ties, it might be a profitable deceit, that 
could ſteal thar from us.: ,. rp 4449 
3, Bur we need: net blindfold. qui 
ſelves if we would but uſe; ourcies aright; 
and ſee things in their trae ſhapes; and-if 
we did thus, what a ſtrange turn, would 
there be in the common eſtimates: of the 
world ? How many of the gilded tronbles 
of greatneſs, which men at 4 diffance 
look on with ſo much admiration and.de> 
ſire , would then be as inuch contemned 
as now they are courted ?-A competency 
would then ger the better of abundance; 
and the now envied pomp of princes, 
when balanced with the cares and hazards 
annext, would be fo far from a bait, that 
men like Saul, 1 Sam. 10; 22: would Aide + 
themſe/ves from the preferment; and-he 
that underſtood the werght ,- would rather 
chooſe ro weild a Flayle then a Scepter : 
yet ſo childiſhly are we beſotted with-the - 
glitrering appearance of things, that we 
conclude feliciry muſt needs dwell _ 
there 
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there is a magnificent Portico, and being 
poſſeſt with this tancy we over-look her in 
our own humbler Cottages, where the 
would morecouſtantly refade , it ſhe could 
but find us at home: but we are commonly 


- engag dina rambling purſuit of her where 


ſhe is ſeldomeſt to be found, and in the 
interim miſs of her at her own doors. 
9. Invzzd there is ſcarce a greater 
ly or unhappineſs incident to mans na- 


tire, then this fond admiration of other 


mens enjoiments,and contemt of our own. 
And whilf& we have that humour , it will 
ſupplant got only our preſent, but all poſ- 
fibilities of our future content : for tho 
we could draw to our ſelves all thoſe 
things for which we envy others, we ſhould 
have no ſooner made them our own, then 
they will grow deſpicable and nauſeous 
to us, This is a ſpeculation which has 
bin atteſted by innumerable experiments, 
there being nothing more frequent, then 
to ſee men with impatient eagerneſs , nay 


. often with. extreme hazards-purſue thoſe 


acqueſts, which when they have them 
they are immediarly fick of, There 18 
ſcarce any man that may not give himſelf 
inſtances of this in his own particular : and 
yet ſo fatally ſtupid are we, that no. de- 
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feats will diſcipliae us, or take us off from 
theſe falſe eſtimates of other mens hap. 
Pineſſes. And truly while we ſtate our 
compariſons ſo unequally, they are as mil- 
chievous as the common proverb ſpeaks 
them odious: but if we would begin at 
the right end, and look with as much 
compatlion on the advyerſities of our bre- 
thren, as we do with envy on their profpe- 
rities, every man would find mor” 2 to fit 
down contentedly with his own burden, 
and confeſs that he bears but the propor- 
tionable ſhare of his common nature, un- 
leſs perhaps it be where ſome extraordi- 
nary demerits of his own have added to 
the weight; and in that caſe he has more 
teaſon to admire his afliQtions are ſo few, 
then ſo many. And certainly every man 
knows ſo many more ills by himſelf, then 
it is poſlible for him todo by another, chat 
he that really ſees himſelt exceed others 
in his. ſafferings, will find cauſe enough to 
think he do's in fins allo. | 
' 10. 'Bur if weftretch the compariſon 
beyond our contemporaries, and look back 
to rhe generations of old, we ſhall have 
yer :farther cauſe to acknowledg Gods 
great indulgence tous. Abraham tho the 
triend of God was not exemted from fe- 
| vere 
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yere trials ; he was firſt made to wander 
from his Country, and betake himſelf 
toa kind of vagrant life, was a long time 
ſuſpended from the bleſſing of his deſired 


_off-ſpring, and when at laft his beloved 


Iſaac was obtained, it cauſed a domeſtic 
jarr, which he was fain to compoſe by 
the expulſion of 7hmael, tho his fon alſo. 
But what- a conteſt may we think there 
was in his own bowels, when that rigorous 
task was impoſed on him of ſacrificing his 
Iſaac ? and tho his faith gloriouſly triumphr 
over it, yet ſure there could not be a gre: 
er preſſure upon human nature. avid 
the mar after Gods own heart is no leſs 
ſignal for his afitions then for his piety, 
he was for a great while an exile from his 
Country , and (which he moſt bewailed) 
from the Sanfuary by the perſecutions 
of Saul: and after he was ſetled in that 
throne to which Gods immediate afligna- 
tion had intitled him , what a ſucceiſion 
of calamities had be in his own family ? 
the inceſtuous rape of his Daughter, the 
retaliation of that by the as unnatural mur- * 
der of Ammon , and that ſeconded by an- 
other no leſs barbarous conſpiracy of Ab- 
ſolom againſt himſelf, his expulſion from 
Jeru/alem , the bale revilings of Shimez þ 
an 
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and finally the loſs of that dearling ſon 


in the a& ok his fin. -A cluſter of af- 
fAlitions in conwariſon whereof the moſt . 


of ours are but Itke the glranings (as the 


Prophet ſpeaks) after the vintege is don. - 


It ' were indeed endleſs tro inttance in 
all the ſeyeral Fore-fathers of our Faith 
before Chrifts Incarnation, the Apoſtle 
gives us a brief, but very comprehenſive 
compendium of their ſufferings, They had 
trial of crue! mockings and ſcourgings; yea 
mor eover , of binds and impriſonments: they 
were fron'd , were ſawn aſund:y, were temt- 
ed, w-re ſlain with the ſword: they wan« 
dred about in ſheep-sktns , and goat-shins , 
bring deſtitute, afflicted, tormented : they 
wandred in deſerts, and in mountains, and 
mn dens, andin caves of the earth, Heb. 11. 
36, 37, 38. And it we look on the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, we ſhall ſee them per- 
fettly the counterpart to them, their pri- 
vileges conſiſted not in any immunities 
from calamities ; for their whole lives were 
ſcenes of ſufferings. St, Paul gives us an 
* account of his own, in labors more abun- 
dant, in ſtripes above meſure . in priſons more 
frequent , in deaths «fi : of the Jews five 
times received 1 forty ſtripes ſave one. 
Thrice was 1 beaten with rods, once was 1 
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froned , thrice 1 ſuffer'd ſhipwrack, a night 
an a day have 1 bin in the deep, in journy« 
ing often, &c. 2 Cor, 11, 23. and if his 
ſingle hardſhips roſe thus high, what may 
we think the whole ſum of all his fellow- 
laborers amounted to together, with that 
noble Army of martyrs who ſealed their 
faith with their blood , of whoſe ſuffer. 
ings Eccleſtaſtic hiltory gives us ſuch aſto- 
nithing relations, 

11. And now being compaſſed about 
with ſo great 4 cloud of witneſſes, the Apo- 
ſtles| interence is very irrefragable, let ws 
run with patience the race which is ſet be- 
fore us, Heb. 12. 1, 2. But yet it is more 
ſo, if we proceed on to that conſideration 
he adjoins, Looking unto Jeſus the Author 
and finiſher of our faith , who for the joy 
that was ſet before him, endur'd the croſs, 
depiſing the ſhame, verle 3. Indeed if we 
contemplare him in the whole courſe of 
his life , we ſhall find him rightly ſtiled 
by the Prophet 4 man of ſorrows, Lai. 51, 
And as if he had charged himſelf with 
all our griefs as well as our fins, there is 
ſcarce any human calamity which we may 
not find exemplified in him. Do's any 
complain of ho lowneſs and poverty of 

his condition ? Alas his whole life was a 
a Y ſtate 


— — 


176 The Art of Contentment. 


ſtate of indigence : he was forced to be an 
inmate with the beaſts, he laid in a ſtable 
at his birth, and after himſelf profeſſes 
that he had not where to lay his head, Luk. 
9. 58. Is any oppreſt with infamy and re. 
proach ? he may ſee his Savior accus'd as 
a glutton and a wine-bibber, Luke 7. 34. 
a Blaſphemer, Joh. 10. 33. a Sorcerer, Mar. 
12. 24. a perverter of the nation , Luk. 23, 
2, yea to ſuch a ſordid lowneſs had they 
ſunk his repute, that a ſeditious thief and 
murderer was thought the more eligible 
perſon, not this man but Barabbas , Joh. 
18. 40, And finally all this ſcene of indi- 
gnities clos'd with the ſpightful pageantry 
of mockery acted by the ſoldiers, Mat. 27. 
28. and the yet more barbarous inſult. 
ings of Prieſts and Scribes, verſe 41. Is a- 
ny man deſpiſed or deſerted by his friends? 
' he was contemned by his country-men, 
chought frantic by his friends,betraied by 
one of his diſciples, abondon'd by all, un- 
leſs that one who followed him longeſt, 
to renounce him the moſt ſhamefully by 
a three-fold abjuration. Nay what is in- 
finitly more then this, he ſeem'd deſert- 
ed by God alſo, as is witneſſed by that 
doleful exclamation, My God, my God, why 
haſt thou forſaken me? Mat. 27. 64; Is a» 

oy 
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ny diflatisfied with his hard-ſhips or la- 
boriouſneſs of his life ? let him remember 
his Saviors was.not a life of delicacy or 
eaſe: he was never enter'd in thoſe Aca« 
demies of luxury, where men are goygeou/ly 
apparel'd and live delicatly , Luk. 7. 25, 
but he was brought under the mean roof 
of a Carpenter, and conſequently ſubje- 
Red toall the lowneſs of ſuch an educa- 
tion, His initiation to his Prophetic of- 
fice was with the miraculous ſeverity of 
a 49. dates faſt , and in his diſcharge of 
it, we find him in perpetual labors , go- 
ing about dooing good, AQ, 10, 38, and that 
not.in triumph, like a prince beſtowing 


| his largefles, but in weary peregrinations, 


never riding but once, and that only up- 
on a borrow'd beaſt, and to fulfil a pro- 
phecy, Mat. 24 Do's any man groan 
under ſharp and acute pains? let him con- 
ſider what his redeemer endured, how in 
his infancy at his circumciſion he offer'd 
the firſt fruits, as an earneſt of that bloody 
vintage when he trod the wine preſs alone 
Iſaiah 63. 3. Let him attend him thro 
all the ſtages of his direful paſſion, and 
behold his arms pinion'd w* rough cords, 
his head ſmote with a reed, and torn with 
his crown of thorns, his back ploughed 

A 8 with 
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with thoſe long furrows CPlal. 120. 3._) 
the ſcourges had made , his macerated 
feeble body oppreſt with the weight of 
his croſs, and at laſt rackt and extended 
on it; his hands and feet , thoſe nervous 
& conſequently moſt ſenſible parts tranſ- 
fixt with nailes, his whole body faſtned to 
that accurſed tree, and expoſed naked to 
the air in acold ſeaſon; his throat par. 
ched with thirſt, and yet more afflicted 
with that vinegar and gall wherewith 
they pretended to relieve him and final- 
ly his life expiring amidſt the fall ſenſe 
of theſe accurate torments. Laſtly do's 
any man labor under the bittereſt of all 
ſorrows, importunate temtations to, or a 
wounded ſpirit for fin? eyen here alſo he 
may find that he has an high Prieſt who 
hath bin touched with the ſenſe of his infir- 
mities, Heb. 4.15, He was violently af- 
faulred with a ſucceſſion of remtations, 
Mat. 4. and we cannot doubt but Satan 
would on him employ the utmoſt of his 
Skill. Nor was heleſs oppreſt with the bur- 
den of fin, ours I mean, tho not hisown, 
What may we think were his apprehen- 
ſions in the Garden, when he ſo earneſtly 
deprecated that which was his whole er- 
rand into the world ? What a dreadful 
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preſſure was that which wrung from him 
that bloody ſweat, and caſt him into that 
inexplicable agony, the horror whereof 
was beyond the comprehenfions of any 
but his who felt it £ And finally how a- 
mazing was the ſenſe of divine wrath , 
which extorted that ſtupendous com- 
plaint, that Frong cry on the croſs, Heb. 5.. 
7. the ſharp accent whereof, if it do a- 
right ſound on our hearts, muſt certainly 
quite overwhelm aur loudeſt groans? And 
now certainly I may ſay with Pilate, Ecce 
homo, behold the man, or rather with a 
more divine Author, Behold if ever there 
were ſorrows It ke unto his ſorrows, Lam. 1.12, 

12, And fureit were but a reaſonable 
inference, that which we find made by 
Chriſt himſelf, #f theſe things be don ina 
green tree, what ſhall be don in the dry? Luk, 
23.31. Ifan imputative guilt could nu- 
riſhſo ſcorching a flame, pull down ſo 
ſeyere a wrath, what can we expect who 
are merely made up of combuſtible mat- 
ter, whoſe proper perſonal ſins cry for 
vengeance ? Sure were we to judg by hu- 
man mefures, we ſhould reckon to have 
more then a double portion of our Saviors 
ſufferings entail'd upon us: yet ſuchisthe 


efficacy of his, that they have PI 
or 
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for ours, & have leftus only ſuch a ſhare, 
as may evidence our relation to our cru. 
cified Lord : ſuch as may ſerve only tor 
badges and cognizances to whom we re- 
tain. For alas, let the moſt afliced of us 
weigh our ſorrows with his, how abſurdly 
unequal will the compariſon appear? And 
. therefore as the beſt expedient to baffle 
our mutinies, to ſhame us out of our re- 
pinings, let us often draw this uneven pa- 
ralle], confront our petty uneaſlineſſes 
with his unſpeakable torments ; and ſure 
tis impoſlible but our admiration and gra» 
titude muſt ſupplant our impatiencies, 
13. THrs is indeed the method to 
which the Apoſtle dires us, Confider him 
that endured ſuch contradiftion of ſinners 
againſt himſelf, left ye be weary and faint in 
your minds: ye have not yet reſiſted unto blood, 


Heb. 12. 34. Was he contradicted, and . 


thall we expe& tobe humor'd and com- 
pli'd with ? Did he reſiſt to blood & ſhall 
we think thoſe preſſures intolerable,which 
force only a few tears from us? Thus is ſuch 
an unmanly nicenels, as utterly makes us 
unfit to follow the Captain of our Salva- 
tion. * What a ſoldier 1s he like to make, 
that will take no ſhare of the hazards and 
hardſhips of His General ? Honeſt Uriah 


would 
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would not take the lawful ſolaces of his 
own houſe, upon the conſideration that 
his Lord Foab ( tho but his fellow ſubje&) 
lay incamped in the open fields, 2 Sam. 15. 
I1, yeatho he was ſent by him trom the 
Camp. And ſhall we baſely forſake ours 
in purſuit of our eaſe? He 15 of a dege- 
nerous ſpirit, whom the example of his 
ſuperior willnot animate. Plutarch tells us, 
that Cato marching thro the deſarts, was 
ſodiftreſt for water, that a ſmall quantity 
was brought to him in a helmet asa great 
prize, which he refuſing becauſe he could 
not help his ſoldiers to the like, they were 
ſo tranſported with that generoſity, that 
it extinguiſht the ſenſe of their thirſt, and 
they were aſhamed to complain of what 
their Leader voluntarily endur'd for their 
ſakes. And ſurely we extremely diſcredic 
our inſtitution, if we cannot equal their 
ingenuity, and follow ours with as great 
alacrity thro all the difficulries he has txa- 


' ced before us, and for us, 


14. Nok let us think to excuſe our 
ſelves upon the impotency of our fleſh, 
which wants the aftiftance which his di. 
vinity gave him : for that plea is ſuper- 
ſeded by the fore-mention'd examples of 
the Saints, men of like paſſions with ts 

who 
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w..0 not only patiently , bur joifully en- 
dur'd all tribulations; by which it appears 
it is not impoſlible to our nature, with 
thoſe aids of grace which are common to 
us with them : for certainly the difference 
between them and us, is not ſo much in 
the degrees of the aids, as in the diligence 
of employing them. Let us therefore, as 
the Apoſtle adviſes, lift up the hands which 
hang down, and the feeble knees, Heb.12.12. 
and with a noble emulation follow thoſe 
heroic patterns they-have ſer us. And fince 
we ſee that even thoſe Favorites of hea- 
ven,have ſmarted fo ſeverely, let us never 
dream of an immunity ; but when ever we 
find our ſelves inclining to any ſuch flat- 
tering hope, let every one of us upbraid 
our ſelves in thoſe terms the Jews did our 
Savior, Art thou greater then Abraham, and 
the Prophets , whom makeſt thou thy ſelf? 
Joh. 8. 52. Nay wemay deſcend lower 
and take in not only all the inferior Saints 


of former times , butall thoſe our con» 


temporaries in ſufferings, which are-moit 
within our view, and may ask the Apo- 
ſtles queſtion, what then? are we better then 
they? Rom, 3.9. If we think we are, tis 
certain we are ſo much worſe by that in- 
ſolence; and it we confeſs we are nor, up- 

on 
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on what ſcore can we pretend to be better 
treated? 'To conclude, let us not pore 
only upon vur peculiar evils, but atten- 
tively look about us, and confider what 
others endure: and fince in frolics we 
can ſport our ſelves with many uneaſfi- 
nefſes for company ſake, let us not be 
more pufillanimous in our ſoberer moods, 
but every man cheerfully take his turn in 
bearing the common burden of morta- 
lity, till we put off both it and its _ 
dages together, when this mortal ſhall 
put on jmmortality, x Cor. 15. 54- 
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Of particular Aids for the gaining 


of Contentment, 


I. \ \ ) E have now paſt thro all thoſe 

conſiderations we at firſt pro- 
poſed, and may truſt the conſidering Rea- 
der to make his own colle&ions: yet be- 
cauſe impatience is the vice that has bin 


all this while arraigned, I am to fore-ſee 
if poſſible, that thoſe who have the 


greateſt degree of that, may be the leaſt | 


willing to attend the whole proceſs ; and 
therefore I think it may not be amiſs, for 
their eaſe to ſuit and reduce all into ſome 
ſhort direCions and rules for the acquir- 
ing contentment, 

2. Taz firſt and moſt fundamental is, 
the mortitying our pride, which as it is 
the ſeminary of moſt fins, ſo eſpecially 
this of repining. Men that are highly 0- 

inion'dot themſelves are commonly un- 
ſatisfiable : for how well ſoever they are 
treated, they ſtill think it ſhort of their 
merits. Princes have often experimented 
this 
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this in thoſe who have don them fignal 
ſervices; but God finds it in thoſe who 
have don him none, and we expett he ſhall 
diſpenſe to us according to thoſe falſe 
eſtimates we put upon our ſelves. T here- 
fore he that aſpires.to Content, muſt firſt 
take rruer meſures of himſelf, and conſi- 
der that as he was nothing till God gave 
him a being , ſo all that he can preduce 
from that being, is Godsby original right, 
and therefore can pretend to nothing of 
reward ; ſo that whatever he recieves, 15 
fill upon the account of a new bounty z 
and to complain that he has no more, is 
like the murmurs of an unathankful debtor, 


| who would ſtill encreaſe thoſe ſcores 


which he knows he can never pay. 

3. IN the ſecond place, let every man 
confider how many bleſlings ( notwith- 
{tanding his no claini to any | he daily en- 
joies: and whether thoſe he ſo impartiently 
raves after be not much inferior to them. 
Nay let him ask his own heart, whether 
he would quit all thoſe he has, for them 
he wants and if he would not ( as I ſup- 
p_ no man in his wits would, thoſe wits 

cing part of the barter) ler him thenjudg 
how unreaſonable his repinings are, when 
himſelfconfeſſes he has the berter parr of 
£4 2 world- 
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worldly happineſs, and never any man 
living had all. 

4. In thethird place therefore let him 
ſecure his duty ot thankfulneſs for thoſe 
good things he hath, and rhat will infen- 
fibly undermine his impatiencies for the 
reſt, it being impoſhble to be art once 
thankful and murmuring. To this _ 
pole it were very well, if he would keep 
a ſolemn catalogue of all the bounties, 
proteRions, and deliverances he has re. 
ceiv'd from Gods hand, and every night 
examin what acceſſions that day has 
brought to the ſum : and he that did this, 
would undoubtedly find ſo many incita- 
tions to gratitude, that all thoſe to diſ- 
content would be ſtifled in the croud. 
And fiance acknowledgment of Gods mer- 
cies is all the tribute he exacts for them, 
-we muſt certainly look on that as an in- 
diſpenſable duty : and therefore he that 
finds that God ſhortens his hand, ſtops 
the efflux of his bounty towards him , 
ſhould refle& on himſelf, whether he be 
not behind 1n that homage by which he 
helds, and have not by his unthankful- 
ne\- zuru'd away good things from him, Ela. 
59. 8. An1if he find it fo (as who alas 
is there that may not? ) he cannot ſure for 

ſhame 


hes 6&4, we R waa - PA 1 


_H ww a RaqA(Hw@. 4 4% thd+s hk _ pw A mHa © wm leo © qa  _ Aa _ © - wm 8Nn@kÞ&A_ WH a. 


_ 


.- A. —_— - SF WW 3H [4] 


SECT, X» Aids for Contentment. 181 


ſhame complain , but muſt in prudence 
reinforce his gratitude for what 1s |-ce, 
as - un beſt means to recover what he has 
loſt. , 

5. Bur his murmurs will yet be more 
amazingly filenc'd, it in the fourth place 
he compares the good things he enjoies 
with the ill he has don. Certainly this is a 
moſt infallible cure for our impariencies, 
the holieſt man living being able to ac- 
cuſe himlelf of ſach firs, as would ac- 
cording to all human meſures ot equity 
forſeit all bleſſings, & pull down a greater 
weight of judgment then the moſt niſe- 
rable groan under, Therefore as before 
F adviſed to keep a catologue of benefits 
receiv*d,fo here it would be of uſe todraw 
up one of fins committed, And doubtleſs 
he that confronts the one with ti1e other, 
cannot but be aſtoniſhed to find them 
both ſo numerous, equally wondring at 
Gods mercy in continuing his bleſſings, 
in defpight of all his provocarions, and 
at his own baſeneſs in continuing his pro- 
vocations, in deſpight of all tho e bleſ- 
ſings. Indeed cis nothing bur our afte- 
Red ignorance of our own de merits, that 
makes 1t poſlible for us to repine under 


the ſevereft of Gods diſpenſations. Would 
we 
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we bur ranſack our hearts, and ce all the 
abominations that lie there, nay would 
the moſt of us bur recolle& thoſe bare- 
fac'dcrimes w*® even the world can wit- 
neſs againſt us, we ſhould find more then 
enough to balance the heavieſt of our preſ- 
ſures. When therefore by our impatient 
ſtruglings we fret and gall our ſelves un» 
derour burdens, let us interrogate our 
ſouls in the words of the Prophet, Why 
doth aliving man complain, a man for the 
puniſhment of þts fin? Let us not ſpend our 
breath in murmursand out-cries , which 
will only ſerve to provoke more {tripes : 
but let us ſearch and try our Wates , and 
turn azain to the Lord, Lam. 3. 39. dili- 
gently ſeek out that accurſed thing which 
has cauſed our diſcomfeiture, Jol. 18, and 
by the removal of that, prepare the way 
for the acceſs of mercy. But alas how 
prepoſterous a method do we take in our 
afflictions ? We accuſe every thing but 
what we ought, furiouſly fly at all the ſe- 
cond cauſes of our calamity, nay too of- 
ren at the firſt by impious diſputes of pro- 
vidence, and in the mean time, as Job 
ſpeaks, the root of the matter #s found in us, 
Job. 19. 28. We ſhelter and protect in 
our boſoms the real Author of our miſe- 

ries, 
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ries. The true way then toallay the ſenſe 
of our ſufferings, is to ſharpen that of our 
fins. The prodigal thought the meaneſt 
condition in his fathers family a prefer. 
ment, Make me one of thy hired ſervants, 
Luk. 15, 19. And it we have his penitence, 
we ſhall have his ſubmiſſion alſo, and 
calmly attend Gods diſpoſals of us, 

6. As every man in his affliftion is to 
look inward on his own heart. fo alſo up- 
ward and confider by whoſe providence 
all events are order'd. 7s there any evil 
( 7. e. of puniſhment ) #n the city; and the 
Lord hath not don it ? Am. 3. 6. and what 
are we worms that we ſhould diſpute with 
him?2Shall a man contend with his Maker? 
Let the potfherd firive with the potſherds 
of the earth, Iſa. 45.9. And as his, power is 
not to be control'd, ſo neither is his ju- 
ſtice to be impeach'd. Shall not the judg of 
all the earth doright? Gen. 18. 25. And 
where we can neither reſiſt nor appeal 
what have we to do but humbly to ſub- 
mit? Nor are we only compell'd to it by 
neceſſity, but induced and invited by in- 
tereſt, ſince his diſpenſations are direted 
not barely to aflert his dominion, but ro 
evidence his paternal care over us. He 


diſcerns our needs, and accordingly ap- 
plies 
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plics rous. The benignity of his nature 

rmits him notto take delighr in our di. 
ttreſles, he doth wot afflitt willingly , nor 
grieve the chi/dren of men, Lam. 3. g3.and 
therefore when ever he adminilters to us 
a bitter cup, we may be ſure the ingredi- 
ents are medicinal, and ſuch as our infir- 
mities require. He dares not truſt our in- 
rem perate appetites with unmixt proſpe= 
rities, the luſhiouſneſs whereof tho it 
may pleaſe our palats, yet like St. Johns 
book, Rev. 10. 9. .that hony in the mouth 
may prove gall in the bowels , ingender the 
molt fatal diſeaſes. Let us therefore in 
onr calamities not conſult with fleſh end 
bhod, Gal. 1, 16 ( which the more it is 
bemoan'd, the more it complains) but 
look to the hand that ſtrikes; and aſſure 
our ſelves, that the ſtripes are not more 
ſevere, then he ſees neceflary in order to 
our good: and fince they are ſo, they 
ought in reaſon to be our choices as well 
as his; and not only Religion, but ſelt-love 
will promt us to ſay, with old Fly, it is the 
Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good. 
x1Sam.3 11, Butalas we do not underſtand 
what is our intereſt ; becauſe we do not 
rightly underſtand what weare our ſelves, 
We conſider our ſelyes merely in our ani- 
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mal being, our bodies and rhole lenfitive 
faculties veſted in them, and when we are 
invaded there, Ave think we are undon, 
tho that breach be made only to relieve 
that diviner part within us, beſieged and 
oppreſt with the fleſh abour it ( tor ſo God 
knoys it too often is;)or if we do not con- 
ſider it in that notion of an enemy, yet 
at the urmoſt eſtimate, the body is ro the 


+ ſoul but as the garment to the body, a 


decent caſe to cover: now what man (not 
ſtark frantic ) would not rather have his 
clothes cut then his fleſh? and then by the 
rate of proportion, we may well queſtion 
our own ſobriety , when we repine that 
our ſouls are ſecurd at the coſt of our bo. 
dies, and that is certainly the worſt, the 
unkindeſt deſign, that God has upon us ; 
and our impatient reſiſtances ſerve only 
to fruſtrate the kind, and medecinal part 
of afflictions, but will not at all reſcue us 
from the ſevere, Our murmurings may 
ruine our ſouls, but will never avert any 
of our outward calamities. 

7, A ſeventh help to contentment is to 
have a right eſtimate of the world, & the 
common ſtate of humanity : to conſider 
the world but as a ſtage and our ſelues but 
as aftors, and to reſolve that it is very lit- 
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tle material what part we play ſo we do 
it well. A Comedian may get as much ap- 
plauſe by ating the flave as the conque. 
ror,and he that aQs the one today, may to 
morrow reverſe the part, 8 perſonate the 
other. So greatare the vicithtudes of the 
world, that there 'is no building any firm 
hopes upon it. All the certainty we have 
of it, 1s, that in every condition it has its 
uneaſineſſes: ſo that when we court a + 
change, we rather ſeck to vary then end 
our miſeries, And certainly he that has 
well impreſt upon his mind the vanity & 
vexation of the world, cannot be much 
ſurpriſed at any thing that befalls him in 
it. We expe& no more of any thing 
but to do its kind, and we may as well he 
angry that we cannot bring the lions to 
Our cribs, or fix the wind toa. certain 
point, as that we cannot ſecure our ſelves 
trom dangers and diſappointments in this 
rough and mutable world. We are there. 
fore to lay it as an infallible maxim, that 
in this vale of rears every man muſt meet 
with ſorrows and diſafters: and then fure 
we may take our peculiar with evenneſs 
of remper, as being but the natural con- 
ſequent of our being men. And tho poſ- 
ſibly we may every oue think UE to 
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have a double portion, yet that is uſually 
from the deceitful compariſon we make 
of our ſelves with others. We take the 
magnifying glafſes of diſcontent and envy 
when we view our own miſeries & others 
felicities, but look. on our enjoiments 
and their ſufferings thro the contrafting 
optics of ingratitude and incompaſlion : 
and whilſt we do thus, tis impoſlible but 
we muſt foment our own diffatisfations. 
He that will compare to good purpole, 
muſt do it honeſtly and fincerely , and 
view his neighbors calamities with the 
ſame attention he do's his own, and his 
own comforts with the ſame he do's his 
neighbors; and then many of the great 
ſeeming inequalities would come pretty 
neer a level. 

$. Bur even where they do not, it in 
the 8* place deſerves however to. be con- 
ſider'd how ill natur'd a thing it is, for 


any manto think himſelf more miſerable 


becauſe another is happy : and yet this is 
the very thing, by which alone many men 
have made themſelves wretched: for ma- 
ny have created wants, merely from the 
envious contemplation of other mens a- 
bundance. And indeed there is nothing 
more difingenuous,or(go to higher)more 
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Diabolical, Lucifer was happy enough 
in his original ſtate, yet could not think 
himſelf ſo becauſe he was not /ike the moſt 
high Ifa. 14. 14. And when by that inſo- 
lent ambition he had forfeited bliſs, it has 
everfince bin an aggravation of his tor- 
meat, that mankind 1s afſumed to a capa- 
City of itz and accordingly he makes it 
the deſign of his envious induſtry to de- 
feat him, Now how perfeQtly are the two 
firſtparts of this copy tranſ{cribd, by thoſe 
who firſt cannot be ſatisfied with any in- 
ferior degree of proſperity,and then whet 
their impatiencies with other mens enjoi- 
ments of what they cannot attain? And tis 
much to bedoubred,that they who go thus 
far may compleat the parallel, and endea- 
vor when they have opportunity to un- 
dermine that happineſs they envy.There- 
fore ſince Satan is fo apt to impreſs his 
whole image, where he has drawn any of 
his lineaments, it concerns us warily to 
guard our ſelves, and by a Chriſtian ſym- 
pathy with our Brethren, rejo!ce with them 
that do rejoice, Rom. 12. 15, make the 
comforts of others an allay, not an im- 
provement of our own miſeries, Chari. 
ry has a ſtrange magnetic power, and at- 
fracts the concerns of our brethren to ", 
an 
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& he that has that in his breaſt can never 
want refreſhment , whilſt any about him 
are happy tor by adopting their intereſt, 
he ſhares in their joies. Fethro tho an a- 
lien rejoiced for all the good God had don to 
Iſrael, Exod, 18. 9. and why ſhould not 
we have as ſenſible a concurrence with 
our fellow Chriſtians ? And he that has ſo, 
will ſtill find ſomthing to balance his own 
ſufferings. 

9, Lz r him that aſpires to content- 
ment ſet. bounds to his defire. Tis our 
common fault in this affair, we uſually 
begin at the wrong end, we enlarge our 
deſires as hell, and cannot be ſatisfied, Hab. 
2. 5. and then think Goduſes us 111, if he 
de not fill our inſatiable appetites: where» 
asif we woufd confinCour expeRations to 
thoſe things which we need,or he has pro- 
mis'd, there arc few of us who would not 
find them abundantly anſwer'd. Alas how 
few thinggare there which our nature ( if 
not ſtimulated by fancy and luxury ) re- 
quire: * And how rare is itto find them 
who want iv ooaroar who have not many 
additionals for delight & pleſure? And yet 
Gods promiſe under the Goſpel extends 
only to thoſe neceſlaries: for where Chr:# 
aſlures his diſciples that theſe things ſhall 
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be added unto them, Mat. 6. 33. the context 
apparently reſtrains theſe things to meat 
anddrink and clothing. . Therefore take 
no thought for the life what you ſhall eat, 
or what you ſhall drink, nor yet for the body 
what you fhall put on , verſe 25. now what 
pretence have we to claim more then our 
Charter gives us? God never articled with 
the ambitious to give him honors, or with 
the covetous to fill his bags, or with the 
voluptuous to feed his luxuries. Let us 
therefore, if we expect to be ſatisfied , 
modeſtly confine our defires within the 
limits he hasſet us: and thenevery acce\- 
fron which he ſuperadds will appear (what 
11s )alargeſs and bounty. But whilſt our 
appetites are boundleſs, & rather ſtretcht 
then filled with our acqueſt's what poſſi- 
bility is there of their ſatisfation : And 
when we importune God for it, we do 
bur afſignhim ſach a task the Poets made 
a repreſentation of their Hell,,the filling 
a fieve with water, or the roliing a tone 
up a PrecipiCe. 

r0'y A great expedient for content- 
. ment, is to confine our thoughts to the 
preſent, and not to let them looſe to fu- 
rure events. Would we but do this, we 
might ſhake off a great part of our yu 
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den : for we often heap fantaſtic Joads 
upon our ſelves by ;anxious preſages of 
things which perhaps will never happen, 
and yet fink more under them, then under 
the real weight that is aRual upon us. 
and this is certainly one of the greateſt 
follies imaginable: tor either the evil will 
comeor it will not : if it will, tis ſure no 
ſuch defirable gueſt that we ſhould go out 
to meet it , we ſhall feel it time enough 
when it falls on jus, we need not project 
to anticipate our ſenſe of it: but if it will 
not, what extreme madneſs is it for a man 


'to torment himſelf with that which will 


never be, to Create engines of tortures, 
and by ſuch aerial afflitions, make him- 
felfas miſerable as the moſt real onescould 
do? And truly this is all that we uſually get 
by our fore-fights.P reviſion isone of Gods 
attributes, and he mocks at all our pre- 


| tencesto it, by a frequent defeating of 


all our fore-caſts. He do's it often in our 
hopes : ſome little croſs circumſtance ma- 
ny times demoliſhes thoſe goodly machins 
we raiſe to our ſelves: and he do's it no 
leſs in our fears: thoſe ills we ſolemnly 
expected often baulk us, and others from 
an unexpe&ed coaſt ſuddenly invade us. 


' Andfince we are ſo blind,ſo ſhort-lighted, 


let 
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_ letusnever take upon' us to be {couts, to 
diſcover danger at adiſtance(ftor tis mani- 
fold odds we ſhall only bring home falſe 
alarms) but ler us reſt our ſelves upon that 
moſt admirable Aphoriſm of qur bleſſed 
Lord, Sufficient unto the day i the evil there- 
of, Mat 6. 34. apply our ſelves with Chri- 
ſtian courage to bear the preſent, and 
leave God either to augment or diminiſh, 
as he ſees fir, for the future. Or if we will 
needs be looking forward , let it be in 0+ 
bedience not contradiction ro our duty; 
ler us entertain our ſelves with thoſe A 
turities which weare ſure are not Chime- 
ra's, death and judgment, heaven and hell, 
The nearer we draw theſe things to our 
view, the more inſenfible will all inter- 
medial objeQs be; they will deceive our 
ſenſe of preſent, and much more fore-ſtal 
the apprehenſion of future evils: for tis 
our negle( of things eternal, that leaves 
us thus at leaſure for the tranſitory. 

11. In the laſt place let usinall our 
diſtreſſes ſuperſede our anxieties ang ſo- 
licitudes by that moſt effeual remedy 
the Apoſtle preſcribes, /s any man afflifFed, 
let him pray, Jam. 5. 14. And this ſure 
is a moſt rational preſcription: for alas 
what elſe can we do towards the __ 
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of our griefs. We who are ſoimpoteur, that 
we have not pawer overthe moſt deſpi- 
cable excreſcence of our own body ; can- 
not make one hair white or black,Mat, 5.36, 
what can we do towards the new moulds 
ing our condition , or modelling things 
withoug. us, Oug wlicitudes ſerve only 
to bind! our burdens faſter upgn us, but 
thisexpediettiof Praier will certainly re- 
lieve us, Call whon me , laies God » in the 
tina? of troubley. and 1 will hear thee, and 
them /halt praiſe me ,Plal, 50, 15. Whens 
exer - therefore we are dinking in the 
floods of aflition,let us thus ſupport our 
ſelves by repreſcating ourwants unto our 
gracious:Lord , Cry unto him as St. Peter 
did, Mat. 14. 30. and he will take us by 
the hand:,' and be the winds neyer (o boifte« 
rows or contrary , preſerve from ſinking: the 
waves or billows of this troubleſomworld, 
will ſerve but to toſs us cloſer into his 
arins, who can with a word appeaſe the 
roughelt tempeſt, or reſcue from it. O 
let us not then be ſo unkind to our (clves , 
as to neglect this infallible. means of our 
deliverance ! but with the Pfſalmiſt cake 
our refuge underthe ſhadow of the divine 
wings till the calamity be over-paſt. Pſa, 
57. 1, And as this isa ſure expedient in 
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all our real important afflitions, .ſo is it 
a good teft by which to try what are ſo, 
\'We are often peeviſh and diſquieted at 
trifles , nay we take up the quarrels of our 
laſts and 'vices,and arediſcontendedwhen 
they want their wiſht ſuppliesX Now itf 
either of theſe caſes z'tio man that at all 
confiders who he praiesto, willdare to 
inſert theſe in his praiers, dt being a con- 
temt of God to invoke him in things fo 
flight as the one, or impious as the other) 
It will therefore be good for every man 
when he goes to addreſs for relief, to con- 
fider what ofhis preſſures they are, that 
are worthy of that ſolemn deprecation: 
and when he has ſingled thoſe out, let 
him refle&, and he will find he has' in 
that prejudg'*d all his other diſcontents 
as frivolous or wicked. And then ſure 
he cannot think fit to harbour them, 
but muſt for ſhame diſmiſs them, fince 
they are ſuch, as he dare not avow to 
him, from whom alone he can expect 
relief. YGod alwaies pitics our real mi- 
\ ſeries) but our imaginary ones dare 
not demand it, Let us not then create 
ſuch difeales to our ſelves, as we can- 
not declare to ourPhyfitian : | and when 


thoſe are precluded, for all the reft Sr. 
Pauls 
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auls recipe is a Gatholicon, Be care- 
ul for nothing, but in every thing by 
raiers and fupplications, with thanks- 
iving, let your requeſts be made known to 
a, Phil. 4. 6. 7 
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1. A Nd now amidft ſuch variety of.re- 
| celts, twill be hard to inſtance any 
one 1ort of calamity which can eſca 
their efficacy, if they be but duly appli'd. 
But indeed we have generally a compen- 
dious way of fruftrating all remedies by 
never making uſe of them -:/ like fantaſtic 

atients we are well enough content to 
ow our diſeaſe. diſcourſt, and medicines 
pon , but when the Phyſic comes, 
ave ſtill ſyme pretence or other to pro- 
tract the taking it. me I ſhall beſeech the 
Reader to conſider, that counſels are not 
charms, to workwithout any cooperation 
of the concern'd perſon: they muſt be ad- 
verted to,they muſt be ponder'd and con. 
ſider'd, and finally they muſt be praCtic'd, 
or elfe the m—_ good they can do us , 
is to giveus a few hours divertiſment in 
the reading: but they do us a miſchief 
that infinitly out-weighs it, for they im- 
prove 
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proye our guilrs by the ineffeive tender 
they make of reſcuing us from them, and 
leave us accountable not only for the o- 
riginal crimes,but for our obſtinate adhe- 
fion to them in ſpight of admonition. 

2. I ſay this becauſe it is a little too 
notorious, that many take up books only 
as they do cards or dice, as an inſtrument 
of diverſion, Tis a good entertainment 
of their curioſity to ſee what can be ſaid 
upon any ſubje&, and be itwell or ill 
handled , wy can pleaſe themſelves e- 
qually with the m__ or ridiculouſ. 
neſs of the compolure, and when they 
havedon this, they have don all they de- 
fign'd. This indeed may be tolerable in 
Romances and Play-books, but ſure it ill 
befits Divinity. And yet I fear it oftneſt 


. happens there: for in the former ſome do 


projet for ſome trivial improvements , as 
the embelliſhing of their ſtile, the inſpi- 
riting of their fancies; and ſome men 
would ſcarce be able to drive their ped- 
ling trade of wit, did they not thus ſweep 
the ſtage: but alas how many books of pie- 
i areread, of which one cannot diſcern 
the leaſt tin ure in mens converſations , 
which ſare do's in a great meſure proceed 
from the want of a determinate _ * in 
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their reading, mens praQice being not 
apt to be leſs rovers then their ſpecula-. 
tion. He that takes a praQical Tubject 
in hand, muſt do it with adeſign to con- 
form his praQtice to what he ſhall there 
be convinc'd to be his duty, and he that 
comes not with this probity of mind, 
is uot- like to be much benefited by his 
reading. 

3. Bur one would think this ſhould 
be an unneceſſary caution at this time, 
for ſince the intent of this tra& , 1s only 
to ſhew men the way to contentment, 'tis 
to be ſuppos'd theReaders will be as much 
in earneſt as the wrirer can be, it being 
every mans proper and moſt important 
intereſt, the inftating him in the þigheſt 
and moſt ſupreme felicity that this world 
can admit : yet forall this fair probabili- 
ty, I doubt many will in this inftance 
have the ſame indifference they have in 
their other ſpiritual concerns, 

4+ 'T1s true indeed that a querulous re- 
'pining humor, is one of the moſt per- 
nicious , the moſt ugly habits incident to 
mankind; but yet as deformed people are 
oft the moſt in love with themſelves, ſo 
this crooked piece of our temper is of all 
others the moſt indulgent to it ſelf. Me- 
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lancholy is the moſt ſtubborn aud untra- 


| Rable of al: humorszand diſcontent being 


the offspring of that , partakes of that in- 
flexibility : and accordingly we ſee how 
impregnable it often. is,againft all aſſaults 
of reaſon and religion too,” Jonah in a 
ſullen mood would juſtify his diſcontent 
even to God himſelf, and in ſpight of that 
calm reproof, doſt thou well to be angry ? 


Jon. 4. 9. aver he did well to be angry e- 


ven to the death, YAnd do we not frequent+- 
ly ſee men upon an impatience of ſome 

iſappointment, grow angry evenat their 
comforts? Their friends, their children , 
their meat, their drink, every thing grows 


' nauſeous to them, and jna trantic diſcon- 


tent, they often fling away thoſe things 
which they moſt valuef Beſides, this pee- 
viſh impatience is of ſo aerial a diet, that 
tis ſcarce poſſible to ſtarve it. Twill nuriſh 
it ſelf with Phantaſms aud Chimeras, ſu- 
borna thouſand ſurmiſes & imaginary di- 
ſtreſſes to abet its pretences: and tho every 
one of us can remonſtrate toanother, the 
unreaſonableneſs of this diſcontent yet 
ſcarce any of us will draw the argument 
home,or ſuffer our ſelves to be convincd 
by what wearge as irrefragable to others. 
Nay farther this humor is impatient of 

any 
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any diverhon, loves to converſeonly with 
it telf.In bodily pains, men that deſpair of 
cureare yer glad of allaies & mitigations , 
and ſtrive by all arts, todivert and de. 
ceive the ſenſe of their anguiſh, butin 
this diſeaſe of the mind, men cheriſh and 
improve theix gorment, roll and chew the 
bitter pill in their mouths, that they may 
be ſure to have its utmoſt flavor z and by 
devoting all their thoughts to the ſubject 
of their gtief; keep up an uninterrupted 
ſenſe of it: as if they had the ſame Ty- 
ranny for themſelves which Caligula had 
for others, and loved to feel themſelves 
dic. Indeed there is not a more abſur'd 
contradittion inthe world, then to hear 
men cry out of the weight y the 1ntoſera- 
bleneſs of their burden , and yet graſp it 
as faſt as if their life were bound up in it z 
will aot depofite it, no not for the ſmal- 
eſt bteathing time, A ſtrange faſcinati- 
on ſure, and yet fo. frequent, that it 
ought to be the fundamental care of him 
that would cure men of their diſcontents, 
to bring them toa hearty willingneſs of 
being cured. 

5. Ir may be this will look like pa- 
radox, and every man will be apt to ſay he 
wiſhes nothing more in earneſt , then to 
| | be 
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be cured of his preſent diſcontent. He that'y 
is poor would be cured by wealth, he that 
is low and obſcure by honor and great. 
neſs: but ſo an Hydropic perſon may ſay 
he deſires to have his thirſt cur'd by a per- 
petual ſupply of drink: yet all ſober 
people know, that that is the way only 
to increaſe it : but ler the whole habit of 
the body be rectified, and then the 
thirſt will ceaſe of it ſelf, And certainly 
tisthe very ſame in the preſent caſe: no 
outward acceſhons will ever ſatisfy our 
cravings, our appetites muſt be tam'd 
and reduc'd, and then they will never be 
able to raiſe tumults, or pur us into mu. 
tiny and diſcontent: and he ( and none 
but he) that ſubmits to this method, can 
truly be ſaid to defire a cure. / 

6. Bur he that thus attefts the reali- 
ty of hisdefires, and ſeeks contentment 
in its proper ſphere , may ſurely arrive to 
ſome conſiderable degrees of it, We find 
in allages men , that only by the dire- 
ion of natural light have calmed their 
diſquiets, and reaſon'd themſelves into 
contentment even under great and fen- 
fible preſſures ; men who amidſt the acu- 
teſt torments , have ſtill preſerv'd a ſe- 
renity of mind, and have fruſtrated con- 
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temts & reproches by diſregarding them: 
and ſure we givea very ill account of our 
Chriſtianity,if we cannot do as muchwith 
it,as they did without it. 

7. Ido not here propoſe ſuch a Stoical 
inſenfibility as makes no diſtinion of e. 
vents, which, tho it has bin vainly pretend. 
ed toby magny,yet ſure wasnever attain'd 
by any upon the ftrength ofdiſcourſe, 
Some natural dulnefle or caſual ftupefa- 
&ion muſt concur to that, and perhaps 
by doing fo , has had the luck to be ca» 
noniz'd for vertue; I mean only ſuch a 
ſuperioriry of mind as raiſes us above our 
ſufferings, tho it exemt us not from the 
ſenſe of them, We cannot purpole to 
our ſelves a higher patern in any vertue 
theu our bleſſzd Lord: yet we ſee he not 
only felt that load under which he lay , 
but had the molt pungent and quick 
ſenſe of it, ſuch as promted thoſe earneſt 
deprecations, Father if tt be poſſible let 
thus cup paſs : yet all thoſe diſplacencies 
of his fleſh were ſurmounted by the re. 
ſignation of his ſpirit, nevertheleſs not what 
1 will but what thou wilt, Luk. 22. And 
certainly he that in imitation of this pat- 
tern, do's in ſpigit of all the reluQtancies 
of his ſenſe, thus entirely ſubmit. his wh 
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however he may be ſad, yet he is not im- 
patient noris he like tobe ſad long, for 
to him that is thus reſign'd /* /ight will 
Fring up , Plal. 97. 11. ſome gd5od Angel 
will be ſentlike that to our Savior to re- 
lieve his diſconſolation., God will ſend 
either ſome outward allaies, or give ſuch 
interior comforts and ſupports, as ſhall 
counterpoiſe thoſe aflitions he takes not 
off, 

y#. InDzED the grand defign of God 
in correQing us is (the ſame with that 
of a prudent parent towards his child ) to 
break our wills.”That ſtubborn facultywill 
ſcarce beyd with eaſy touches} and there- 
tore do's require ſome force: and when 
by that rougher handling, he has brought 
it-toapliantneſs, the work is donX Tis 
therefore our intereſt to cooperate-with 
this deſignto affiſt as much as we are able 
towards the ſubjugating this unruly part 
of our ſelves, This is that Sheba 2 Sam. 20. 
the ſurrendring of whom 15Gods expecta- 
tion in all the cloſe fieges he lajes to us. 
Let us then be ſo wiſe, as by an carly re- 
figning it to divert his farther hoſtilities , 
and buy our peace with him. * 

9. AnD truly this is the way not only 
fo gain peace with _ » but our {lv 4 
C 2 Fs 
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oo : tis the uſurpation of our will over 
our reaſon which breeds all the confur 
fion and tumults within our own breaſts, 
and there is no poſhbiliry of curbing its 
inſolence, but by putting itinto ſafe cu- 
ſtody, committing it to ham who (as our 
Church teachcs us ) alone can order the 
unruly wills of ſinful men. |, Indeed no- 
thing butexperience can fully inform us 
of the ſerenity and calm of that ſoul, who 
has refign'dhis will to God. All care of 
chufing for himſelf is happily ſuperſed- 
ed,h2 is cemted to noanxions forecalts for 
futureevents, for he knows nothing can 
happen in contradiCtion of that ſupreme 
will, in which he hath ſanftuary : which, 
will certainly chuſe tor him with that. 
tenderneſs and regard, that a faithful 
Guardian would for his pupil, an indul- 
gent father for his child that caſts its ſelf 
into hisarms, Certainly there 1s not in 
the world ſuch a holy ſort of artifice, fo 
Divine a charm to ty ourGod to us,as this 
of reſigning our ſelves to him. We find the 
Gibeonites by yielding themſelves vaſſals 
to the Iſraelites, had their whole army at 
their beck toreſcue them in their danger 
Foſ.10.6.and can we think God is leſs con- 
fiderate of his homagers and dependents? 

No 
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No certainly,his honor as well as his com- 
paſhonis concern'd in the relief of thoſe 
who have ſurrendred theinſelves to him, 
10, FAaxTHzk yet, whenby reſig- 
nation we have united our wills to God , 
we have quite changed the ſcene, and 
we who when our wills ſtood ſingle were 
liable to perpetual defeats, inthis bleſſed 
combination can never be crolt, When 
our will is twiſted and involved with 
Gods,the ſame omnipotence which backs 
his will, do'salſo attend ours. Gods will, we 
are ſure, admits of no controle, can never 
berefiſted, and we have the ſame ſecuri- 
ty for ours, {olong as it concurs with it, 


By rhismeans all calamities areunſtingd, 


and even thoſe things which are moſt re- 
pugnant to our ſenſitive natures, are yet 
very agreeable to our ſpirits, when we 
conſider they are implicitly our own 
choice, fince they are certainly his, whom 
we have deputed to ele for us. Indeed 
there can be no face of adverſity ſo aver. 
ting and formidable, which ſet in this 
light will not look amiable, We ſee daily 
how many uneaſineſleſs and prejudices 
men will contentedly ſuffer. in purfuit of 
their wills: and if we have really efpou- 
ſed Gods , made his will ours, we _ 
wit 
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with as great ( nay far greater ) _—_— 
embrace its diſtributions, how uneaſy 
ſoever to our ſenſe ; our ſouls will more 
acquieſce in the accompliſhment of the 
Divine will, then our flcſh canrelu&to 
any ſevere effects of it, 

11. Here then i; that footing of 
firm ground, on which whoſoever can 
ſtand, may indeed do that which Archz- 
medes boaſted , move the whole world. 
He may as to himſelf ſubvert the whole 
Ccourie of ſublunary things , unyenem all 
thoſe calamities which are to others the 
gall of Aſps; and in a farther ſenſe ve- 
rify that Evangelical prophecy , of beat- 
ing ſwords into plough: ſhares, and ſpears 
into pruning hooks, Elay. 2, 4. the molt 
hoſtile weapons, the moſt adverſe events, 
ſhall be by him converted into inſtru- 
ments of fertility , ſhall only advance his 
{piritual growth. 

I2. AND now who can chuſe but con- 
teſs rhisa much more eli gible ſtate, then 
to be alwaies harraſſed with ſolicitudes 
and cares , perpetually either fearing fu. 
ture defeats ,''or bewailing the paſt, And 
then. what can we call it leſs then mad- 
neſs or enchantment, for men to act fo 
contrary to:their own diftates, yea to 
{ FFP® their 
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their very ſenſe and experience, roo ſee 
and acknowledgethe inexplicable telicity 
of a refigned will , and yet perverſely to 
hold our theirs, tho they can get nothing 
by it, but the ſullen pleaſure of oppoſing 
God, arid tormenting themſelves? Ler 
us therefore if not for our duty or eaſe , 
yet at leaſt for our reputation, the af- 
ſerting our ſelves men of ſobriety and 
common ſenſe , do that which upou all 
theſe intereſts we areobliged , let us but 
giveupour wills, and with them we ſhall | 
certainly diveſt our ſelves of all our fruit. 
leſsanxicties,8calt our burdens upon him 
who invites us to do ſo, He who bears 
all our fins, will bear all our ſorrows, 
our griets too : if we will but b2 content 
to depofite them , he will relieve us from 
all choſe oppreſling weights, which make 
our ſouls cleave to the diſt , Plal. 119. 25. 
and will in exchange give us only his 172þty 
his pleaſant burden, Mart. 12. 33. ln a 
word there will be no care letr for us, bur 
that of keepin gour ſelves in a capac ty 
of his: letus but ſecure our love to him, 
and weare aſcertain'd that a!/ things ſhall 

work togeth:r for our good, Rom. 8. 28. 
To conclude, Reſignation and Con- 
tentment are vertues notonly of a near 
COZua- 
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cognation and reſemblance, bur they are 
linked as the Caule and the Effet, Let 
us but make ſure of Reſignation , and 
Content will flow into us without our 
farther induſtry: ason the contrary whilſt 
our wills are at defitance with Gods, we 
ſhall alwaies find things at as great defi. 
ance with ours. All our ſubtilties or in- 
duſtries will never mould them to our ſa, 
tisfactions, till we have moulded our 
ſelves into that pliant temper that we can 
cordially ſay , /t is the Lord, let him do 
what ſeemeth him good. 1 Sam. 3. 18. 
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I, HIS ſhort inſtitution of the 4re 

of Coxtentment , cannot more na« 
turally, or more defirably draw to a con- 
cluſion, then in the reſort we have given 
it, in the boſome of divine Providence. 
The Roman conquerors as the laſt pitch 
of all their triumphs , went to the Capi- 
tol, andlaid their Garlands in thelap of 
Fupiter : but the Chriſtian has an eafier 
way to Triumph, to put his crownof 
thornes ( for that is the trophy of his vi- 
Qories) within the arms of his gracious 
God there lodg his fears, his wants, 
his ſorrows, and himſelf too, as in the 
beſt repoſitory. 

2. Tus Goſpel command of not ca- 
ring for the morrow, Mat. 6. 34. and being 
careful for nothing , Phil. 4 6. nakedly 
proposd, might ſeem the abandoning of 
us toall the calamities of life: but when 
we are dire&ed to caſt all our care upon 
' a gracious and all-powerful Parent, and 
are aſlur'd that he cares for us , 1 Pet. 5. 7, 
that tho awoman may forget her ſucking 
child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion 

D d of 
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of the ſon of her womb , yet will he not for« | 


get his children, Ifa, 49, 15. this will 
abundantly ſuperſede all cavil and obje- 
fQtion, Whilſt worldly men truſtin an 
arm of fleſh, lay up treſure on earth,a prey 
for ru# andmoth, Mat. 6.19, and @ tor- 
" ment tothemſelves, Jam. 5. 3. the Chri- 
ſtian has Omnipotence tor his ſupport , 
and a treſure in heaven, where no thief 
approches, nor moth corrupts, Mat. 6. 20. 


Whil'it bold inquirers call in queſtion - 
Gods ſecret will, oblige him totheir ſub | 


or ſupralapiarian ſchemes , their abſolute 

or conditional decrees , their gracefore-' 
ſeen or predetermin'd;the pious man with 

aweful acquieſcence ſubmuts to thatwhich 

1s reyel'd : reſolves for ever to obey, but 

never to diſpute; as knowing that the 

beloy'd Diſciple lean'd on his Maiters bo- 

ſome ; but tis the thiets and traitors part 

togo about to rifle it, 

3. T1s ſurely a modeſt demand in the 
behalfof God Almighty, that we ſhould 
allow him as much privilege in h:5World, 
asevery Peſfant claim: 2s in his Cottages to 
be Maſter there, anddiſpoſe of his houſe. 


hold as he thinks beſt : to ſay to this man , 


Go, and be goeth : and to. another, Come , 
and he cometh : and to his ſervant , Do this , 
- and 
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and he doth it , Mat. 8. y, Andit we would 
afford him this liberty ; there would be 
an immediate end put toall clamor and 
complaint, | 

4. Ws make itour daily praier that 
the will of God may he don in earth as it is 
in heaven, witha ready , ſwift, and un. 
interrupted conſtancy. As tis Giant-like 
rebellion to ſet up our will againſt his, 
ſo is it mad perverſenels to ſet it up a« 
gainſt our own; be diſpleas'd that our re. 
queſts are granted, and repine that his, 
and therewith our willis don, It were 
indeed not only good manners, but good 
policy , to obſerve the direQion of the 
Heathen, and follow God, not prejudg 
his determination by ours; but in a mo- 
deft ſuſpenſion of our thoughts, hearker 
what the Lord God will ſay conterning us , 

for be will ſþeak peate unto his people, and 
to his. Saints that they turn not agatn , 
Pla. 15, 8, 

5. :Ox however upon ſurpriſe we may 
indulge to a paſſionate aſſection,and dote 
upon our illegitimate off-ſpring,ourdearl- 
ingiguilts or follies, as Devidd:d upon 
that'Chiid , whowas the price of Murder 
and aduirery : yet when the brat is raken 
from us, when the Child z dead, it will 

; Dd 2 be- 


212 The Art of Contentment. 


become us to do as hedid, riſe from our 
ſullen poſture on the earth, and worſhip 
in the houſe of the Lord, 2 Sam, 13. 20. 
It will behoveus, as he ſfaies in another 
place, to /ay our hand upon our month , be- 
cauſe 1t was his doing , Pal. 30, 10, and 
with holy Fob Chap. 40. 4. when charg'd 
with his murmurings, Behold I am vile , 
what ſhall I anſwer ? Once have T ſpoken , 
but I will not anſwer : yea twice, but I will 
proceed no farther, 

6. Socrates rightly ſaid of Content- 
ment, oppoſing it to the riches of fortune 
andopinion,that tis the wealth of nature; 
for it gives every thing that we have 
tearnt to want, and really need : but 
Reſignation is the riches of Grace , be. 
ftowing all things that a Chriſtian not 
only needs,but can deſire,even Almigh 
God himſelf, He indeed, as the Schole. 
men teach , is the objettive I of 
theCreature ; He who is the fountain of 
being, muſt be alſo of bleſſedneſs : and 
tho this be only communicable to us, 
when we have put off that fleſh which can- 
not enterinto the kingdom of God, and laid 
aſide that corruption which cannot rwherit 
incorruption, 1 Cor. 15. yet even in this 
life, we may make approches to that _ 
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ſed ſtate, by as of Reſignation and de” 
nial of our ſelves, It was the generous 
ſaying of Socrates being about togdie un- 
to his friend; O Cr:to, fince it is the will 
of God, ſoletit be: Anytus and Melitue 
may kill me, but cannothurt me, Bur 
ſuch a reſignation as tis infinitly a greater 
duty toa Chriſtian, ſo itisalſoa more 
firm ſecurity, In that caſe tis not the 
Martyr , but Jeſw of Nazareth who is 
thus perſecuted, and he who attaques him 
will find zt hard to prick againſt the pricks , 
AQ. 9,5. 

7. THER n Could not be a greater 
inſtance of the profligate ſenſuality of the 
Ifraelites , then that they murmured for 
want of /eeks and onions, Numb. 11. 5. 
when they are Angels food, and had 
bread rain'd down from heaven, Tis im- 
poſſible for the ſoul that is ſenſible of God 
Almighties favor , to repine at any earth- 
ly preſſure. 7 he Lord & my ſhepherd, ſaith 
David, therefore can I lack nothing, Þ (a, 
23-1. And, Zhou haſt put gladneſ3 into 
my heart, more then when thery corn, and 
wine, and oil encreaſed, Pſa.q. z. & in paſh- 
onate rapture he cries out,P ſa. 73.25. Whom 
have I in heaven but thee : and there 1s none 
pon earth that 1 deſire in compariſon of thee? 

my 
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my fleſh and my heart faileth: but God is the 
Hrength af my heart , and my portion for e- 
ver. And hkewiſe Ptal. 46. 1. God is our 
hope and ftrength', @ very preſent help in 
trouble. Therefore will we not fear , tho the 
earth be moved : aud iho the hills be carried 
into the mid$i of the ſea, Tho the waters there- 
of rage and. ſwell , and tho the mountains 
[bake at the tempeF} of the ſame, If God be 
in the midi of us, we ſhall not be removed, 
he will a 4 us , and that right early. Let 
us therefore poſſe(s our ſelves of this ſup- 
port,and as the Prophet adviſes Iſa, 8. 12. 
neither fear, nor be afraid, in any exigence 
how great foever ; but be ſt/l and quiet , 
and ſan ttify the Lord of hoſts himſelf , and 
let him be our fear ,- and let him be our 
dread, 
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